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TO THE NISEIL, WHO HAVE ASKED ONLY FOR THE RIGHT
TO BE CALLED AMERICANS, NOT JAPANESE-AMERICANS
THIS STORY IS DEDICATED

THEY HAVE RICHLY EARNED THE RIGHT




CONTENTS

EEEBRODUGCTION ;e vt foiaun (o anzitin SEsaraen fanes we Moeavh i A sl 6 SR s e s Samese s 15

IR ATION CAND: BASIC TRAINING. ...« oo svninie oo sioimss sie o swmeiss e isioms saieimsinns soae e o 19

RNDIRATNING: : i o5m i saerss se sve st 6 Soratie Saaiiva st st s Sars i s w0 S ievaents siveion o6 ezl 24

A e oo acie IRt ooy S BN W - Ol SO LRI QOEAOR Qoo NS —_ - I 28
CHAPTER 4

ISHEEROMEB-ARNO CAMPAIGIN ii s an sziahifi i mereids a6 srete stemnsa s SWrereis sws siimsls Samismslals e 33
CHAPTER 5

MABRBIESOR BRUIYERES . . .ot sorvisier visroissereis sioiatezs sus siss:tke sxel sxsresieiss jonsl soatalarones sisjolons s eisiayms sroiviss 51

CHAPTER 6
BECHAMPAGNE CAMPAIGIN:. i coami suviss i siarsin o e s ia 666 s1emenid SeRosai st e s wers 75

ISV ATIBY, CCAMPATGINGD . o %ee cinmereiss eiserensime sissimgiss siasseieinsion noiwsnisinse Fioio i ok BELe 60 e omes 78

B IRATION < vcrs 00 6 plaratsyaritls siitanazs sis ST 636 Saatsle 45005 uiio el Fiusl(67030 1010 ST4TR610 $70 STRTR/AHE SHRIEISS 606 a7 93
CHAPTER 9

AY FROM THE ‘COMBAT TEAM.. ... oo oo sioimimoisn wsimin siaosiajons sivimisks sioebiwiots 55,515/ o vive (9D

AWARD LIST OF 442d REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM, MAY 1, 1946. ................... 101

BATTLE HONORS, 442d REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM. ......... ... ... i, 103
APPENDIX

PERSONNEL, AWARDS AND DECORATIONS, 442d REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM...... 105

442d Infantry ReIMENt, . .. .. ..o oo oo s s nsesiosiasneils aanaiseesisssiass s ses 107

232d Engineer Company (C). .« cueoi s ssvnn i simie s swaismais sassiama o o sse s sosios oo 146

522d Field Artillery Battalion............co00vnunnnn. v smmnsins weByeze s v st ¢ 148



MAPS

ITALY—GROSSETTO TO THE ARNO RIVER. .. .. ... e e et e 32
BALY—ARNO BIVER; FIOrence -ATC iz wn shvirn ovsnlana s sosiniale o' Wi siave SieWie s sialersia S7aara o s 46
ERANCE—VoscEs MOUNTAINS; Epinal t0 St Die. i . ci ivincvnsicin somin simms swnes sn sumes o 52-53
FRANCE—MARITIME ALPS, Franco-Italian Border. . ... ... v e e ettt ens 74
ITALY—NORTH APENNINES, Massa to Aulla. ... ... ..ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniaoiinnnann 80-81
ITALY—THE BREAKTHROUGH, La Spezia to TOrNO. .« ccvivii sasisnneoninin s seevs s os oo 88

(All maps by Infantry Journal Press, from original drawings by Mitch Miyamoto)




PHOTOGRAPHS

Golonel Charles W.:Pence; Combat Team ' Commander. ...« v siivw il siais ioaiiors s ite ot vasan sl s abalasials Siesaire 19
Gun crews learned dexterity that paid off in Italy and France (Signal Corps photo) . ... . .. B O GO ORIE RO, 22
Elements of the 100th Battalion moving up (163d Signal Photo Co.) ... ... ... ... .. .. .....iiiiiiiiin.on. 33
Lucy, found by 3d Battalion medics in Luciana. ... ......... ... . 41
rooth Battilion: soldiés. patfolling G0 TEGhOB ..« v voriaiats steisiamne i sweemass wameis Sniee siss 5 Saias seie siwies 43
King George VI of England and Lt.Gen. Mark W. Clark review 2d

Battalion'honot guatd (SignaliCorps. PHO1D) .c.vvowiiva sians s ciamiaisra Sl Piiiaialis Swiaas viterasin waaia S s 44
Secretary of the Navy James V. Forrestal and Lt.Gen. Mark W. Clark review 100th

Battalion honor guard (Signal Corps photo) . ...............ioiuiiiuiiiins iieiiiiniiiiiiannnnn. 44
BAR mian firing at field targets (SIgnal Corhs PHOIO) . o.crvivviee s-susivisia sinie sisin saisa siommais vasmsisins wiois s nims v e 45
Pacesiof men on'theit way t0 Battle ... ... mucousemnsimenm vooesn e seosman sames saesis s oo seiss s waie 54
Elements of 3d Battalion moving up in regimental reserve (Signal Corps photo) ... .......................... 55
522d Field Artillery gun crew firing in support of the attack on Bruyeres (Signal Corps photo) . ....... ... ... 57
Squad of 3d Battalion Pioneer Platoon moves up to clear minefield beyond Bruyeres (Signal Corps photo) . ... 59
Chaplain Higuchi conducting services for men of 2d Battalion (Signal Corps photo) . ... ... .. ... ... ... ... 60
Riflemen moving through shelled area as attack to relieve “lost battalion™ jumps off (Signal Corps photo). .... 63
Eatinon Company; créw fires/in: SUPPOLt Of aACK . v wron sivmswing st sasrerssis siesis swivervs samiowies &5 503 64
3d Battalion litter squads wait in the aid station for the last attack that relieved the “lost

battalion.” Minutes later these men were moving up to evacuate casualties. (Signal Corps photo) . . ... .. .. 66
Capt. Joseph Hill, Company F, planning the next attack with one of his platoon leaders (Signal Corps photo) . ... 67
Machine gunner mans defensive position (Signal Corps photo) . ...........c.oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeainnnnnn. 68
522d FA crewman prepares shell for firing propaganda leaflets (Signal Corps photo) . ........................ 69
Lt.Col. James M. Hanley, CO, 2d Battalion, and Lt.Col. V. R. Miller, Acting CT

Commander, at 2d Battalion Armistice Day memorial ceremony (Signal Corps photo) . ........... .. .. .. 70
Regimental colors at decoration ceremony, November 12, 1944 (Signal Corps photo) . ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 72
Time for a break on the long road south to the Maritime Alps. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .....coiiii... 73
Resdving « mule train for the Mail. o« sonvanawiiasimins s s miisree i Bis Feves e Sl SRS SR 75
Manning an observation post in the Maritime Alps. ...... ... i ittt it i, 75
Pfc. George Marihiro, Company I, at Christmas party with child from St. Joseph's

Orphanage, L'Escarene, France (Signal Corps photo). ..............ooiniinimininioniiiiianinannns 76
Col. Virgil R. Miller assumed command of the Combat Team. . ... ... ... ... .oiiiiiiiiiiiiiio... 77
O%ese were thie enemy’s fodk-iDbEd QefONBES. . . cvsoos svaimiiois vanswmsmes sxsmsssesias samssae el suise sas 79
The cost—these men died in a mortar barrage on the "Ohio™ peaks (Signal Corps photo). . ... ................. 84
Combat Team supply convoy moves across the Frigido River over a by-pass built by the

2324 Bogineers: (Sigpal -ConPs POOIOYsox s simissnsSunvnionss ronesinte 5ed 5 il shmanioe 5o sissnion saissledaen 87
Lt. Gen. Lucian K. Truscott, Fifth Army Commander, affixed the Distinguished Unit

Citation streamer to the 3d Battalion guidon (Signal Corps photo) ... ......... ... ..cciiiiiiiieiann. 94
Gls guarding Headquarters, Enemy Concentration Area, at Ghedi Airfield (Signal Corps photo)................ 95

11



PHOTOGRAPHS—continued

206th AGF Band holding a practice session (Signal Corps photo) ..... ... .. .coiiiiiiii i
End of the long road. Elements of the Combat Team march down Constitution Avenue,
Washington, D.C., to have the CT colors decorated by President Truman (Signal Corps photo) ............

(Unless otherwise credited, all photos by 442d RCT)

12



ILLUSTRATIONS

(Ilustrations by J. W. Guenther)

Men spent most of their time huddled around hutment stoves. ... .. ... ... oL 20
Inspectors searched for thumbprints on salt shakers. ... ... ... .. ... .. o i 21
The GIs showed the late Afrika Korps how to work an ML. ... ... ... .. ... iiiiiiiiiiieiiieens 22
Someone was always wandering in with a snake of some description. ....... ... ... ... i 25
One man got his blouse back a la Little Lord Fauntleroy. ... ... ... 28
Inevitably, many men were seasick. .. ... ... .. i i e 30
Nakano fired, scoring a direct hit and blowing up the tank. . ... ... .. oo 34
One man discovered 15,000 gallons Of Wine. .. ... ... inuetinniinie i, 35
Koda circled the building, throwing grenades in the windows. ............... .. i 39
Madokoro crawled to the lip of the draw and tossed in a grenade of hisown.....................ooinnt. 42
German and American medics mix under the Geneva flag. ... ... . ... . i 48
Men pulled themselves up by low-growing shrubs. .. ... ... ..o i 82
Wire crews worked day and night keeping the lines in. ....... ...t R R T R 86
Inouye raked the second gun with fire from his tommy gun, killing the crew. ........ ..o 91

13



INTRODUCTION

bat Team. We have taken up the activation

of the unit, its training, and finally its partici-
pation in combat. We have dwelt briefly on the
motives behind its activation and on some of the
problems these Japanese-Americans were forced to
face in their effort to prove themselves worthy of
being called simply “Americans.” In the truest sense
of the word, this is not a history. We have not
sufficient perspective in time to evaluate carefully
and fully the contribution of the 442d Combat Team
to victory over the German armies and to the gen-
eral welfare of Japanese-American citizens. Neither
have we sufficient written data to insure the absolute
accuracy of many minute details in the battle reports
which make up a large part of this volume. In the
heat of battle, especially among small units, almost
nothing is written down. As a result, many of the
stories of outstanding actions of individuals and
small units come from memory, capricious at best
and often made more so by the din and confusion
of infantry combat. Records have been lost and
destroyed by explosion and fire; units and individuals
have been transferred. Being a small unit, we have
never been able to afford the luxury of a full-time
historian or photographer. The foregoing, however,
is explanation rather than apology. The record of
these men speaks for itself. The Nisei, as individuals
and as a unit, rank with the greatest soldiers who
ever served their country in time of war. They had
faults, as every soldier has, but no single voice was
ever raised to question their ability or gallantry on
the field of battle.

Material for this volume has come from a wide
variety of sources. We have taken data from the
regimental journal and operations log. Members
of the staff have gone to the battalions and com-

THIS is the story of the 442d Regimental Com-
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panies of the Combat Team to collect detailed in-
formation on some of the outstanding engagements
in which the unit participated. Many of the anec-
dotes come from the diaries and personal recollec-
tions of the men. Our source material on citations
and decorations is culled from the general orders
awarding the official citations. We also quote from
commendations given to the unit by the Division
and Army commanders under whom it served.

Most of this book deals with the combat opera-
tions of the 442d Combat Team. We have gone
through the training period briefly, certainly not in
proportion to its importance and the emphasis it
deserves. We have also dealt briefly with the in-
tricacies and confusion of overseas movement. But,
since all of this was only a prelude to the final mis-
sion of every infantry unit, we feel justified in re-
serving the larger part of our space for the battle
activities of the Regiment.

The units that went to make up the 442d Combat
Team were the 442d Infantry Regiment, the 522d
Field Artillery Battalion, the 232d Combat Engineer
Company, and the 206th Army Ground Forces Band.
We regret that we have been unable to present a
complete picture of the magnificent contributions
which the artillery and engineers made to the vic-
tories of the Combat Team. However, it is the job
of both of these branches to support the advance of
the infantry or to back up its defense. To show
either of them as functioning apart from the basic
infantry regiment would be a gross distortion of the
true picture. Therefore as we traced the advance
of the 442d Infantry Regiment we have endeavored
to show the artillery, the engineers, and at times the
band, not in a subordinate, but in a supporting role,
thereby giving the reader the correct perspective of
a combat team in action.

0.CS.
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