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81La RIVER GROUP

Rivers, Arizona
Mareh 15, 1643

Hr, L. H, Sennett

Pro joet Dircector

Var Reloo:tisn Autharity
Rivers, Arivona

Dear Hr. Bennett:

Plosse sscept for vourself snd staff =y sincere cprreciztion of
the spleadid cooperation extended to me api the nor~cor:igeioned
officers of =y sroup during our four of duty st the 041ls River Relooa~
tion Ceater.

It 12 particularly gretifying ¢s me, as 1 know % 1¢ to you, that
under rather trying and 4ifTioult conditions there waz net sne incident
that marred the intent and vurpose o»f cur Jolat missien,

Ray 1 especlully comuend the ercelleat spiris, ability, and deve-
tion to duty of Mise Margaret Ost, Wil iee Fuso, and John Landward with
whom I hove been in daily contect Shroughout the regletration. I =m no
lese apyrecistive of the very splendid service rendered the Govermment by
the young ladles attached to my offlee hers, Nisees Sue Yamagmei, Minnie
¥ishimoto, Helen Fuehivaki, =04 Yeyol Suzuri forsed the mucleus of the
eleriesl amd atencgravhie foﬂm their iulutrr. loyalty, sad umusual
gbil 'ty was truly inepiring.

On the eve of our depsrturs may I wish you and your organization,
on beholf of myself und men, contimued sueces: sad thank you for the
many courtesies evtended to ue. ‘

Sincerely rours,

Borram H, Thomyson
Capt ONP

coPY
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GRANADA RELOCATION CENTER

Captain William S, Fairchild, 0.M.P,
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lia .__,?@._L_m Services of Supply
- Office of the Provost Marshal General
Washington
March 16, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR; Office of the Assistant Seeretary of Var
Room BE-886 _
. Pentagon Building
Washington, . C.

Attention: Captaim John M. Hall
SUBSECT: Report of Grameda Relocation Center Team Captain

1. In accordance with Major Bradford Ross' request, I submit
a report of the registration at the Granada Relocatioa Center, Amache,
Colorado, end a8 requested by him, you will find incorporated herein
pergonal opinions formed by the team captuin on the Center as & whole
snd of the loyalty of the evacuses located in the Center.

2. The enlisted persomnel of the team eonsisted of Staff Sergeunt
Robert 1. Bischoff, 32147264, Sergeant George T. Davie, 19185660, and
/6 Fred BH. Odancka, 39157446, the latter being of Jspanese zncestry.

&. Bergeante Bilschoff and Davis were both extremely helpful and
their tast and common sense in handling every situation which
arose during the stay at the Center is commended.

b. Sergeant Davis, a lawyer by profession, who volunteered less
then eix months sgo, waes selested by the team ceptain to de-
liver six of the eighteen talks. The guestion zmd asnswer
periods following the talks were very efficiently conducted

¢. Sergeant Odanaks, who stayed with his paremts at the Center,

helped with the regietration and was very valusble in explain.
ing the program to those with a slight knowledge of English,

He waes unadle to obtain much information of the reasction in

the Center as the evacueece sesmed reluctant to discuss the

progran with him,

4. Coples of letters from the three sergeants are attached to

this memorandum,

3. The Granada temn reached the Center on February 5, 1943 and
departed on Pebruary 27, 1943. After & conference with the Center
eouneil at whieh the program was outlined, a series of fifteen mest-
inge were held, on February Oth and 9th, which meetings were attended
prineipally by sll male citizens between the sges of seventeen and
thirty-sight. Allens, bhoth male and fem:le, were yresent st these
meetings and there were no restrictions placed upon their asttendance.
The prepared speech was delivered verdbatim st each of these meetings
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following which there was a question and snswer period which permitted
those in the Center to recelive an explanation on amy part of the pro-
gram that wes not clear to them, Reglstiration of male eitizens be-
tween the azes of seventeen and thirty-eight was commenced on Fedbrue

ary 10th and by February 13th, practically all male citizens of miliw
tary age had executed questionnsires., The registrars were Camcasian
school teachers conzested with the Center and they aselsted sach reg-
fastront in completing answers to all duestions except questions twenty-
geven snd twenty-eight on form 304-A, After the questions had heen
completed except questions twenty-seven and twenty-eight, each regle-
trant was given his questionnaire and he then appeared before & membder
of the Army teanm to answer questions twenty-seven and twenty-eight.

¥hen a reglstrant angwered either of these questions in the negative,
the member of the Ammy team was very cureful to explain to him the meon-
ing of the question snd the significsnce of such an snswer. In those
gases where there was the slightest doubt as to the person’s understand-
ing of ®aglish, he was direeted to the Japanege-imerican sergeant in orw
der that this sergeant could explain the meaning in Japanese.

4, 4s of Pebruary 13, 193, there were = total of thirty-one volun=
teers out of a totsl of ome~thousand, two~hundred sixty-eight (1,268)
Araft are citizens reglstered. Prom that date until February 17th, there
wers no additional volunteers. On Tehruary 18th, a long distance tele-
phone conversation was held between Colonel Scobey snd Lt. Hughes in
¥ashington and Mr. Kgy Sugehare, employed by the personnel office at the
Center, the hezd of the oxpiring council, and the team cantain at the
Center. The two Japeneseeinericans who participated in the conversation
deeided it would be wvell to e¢all to the attention of the old couneil
which was presgently going out of office and the new couneil vhich had
not st that time taken office, the possidie sdve se publicity that might
arise from a poor response $o the voluntary imduction feature of the pro-
grem, The 914 znd the new councile thom salled 2 serles of three meet=
fn-a to be held on February 19th and 270¢h to be attended by Hicel nen
of druft sge, the purpose of the meetings being to apprise them of the
situation snd to clear up any misunderstsnding they might have had us
to the glanifeounce of various snsvwers to questions tweaty-seven and
tventy-eight.

5. At these meetinzs on Fedbruary 19th and 20th, the hesd of the
old council gave & revort of his telechome eonversation with Colonel
Scobey and Lt. Hughoe. He wae followed by two Nisei who had volunteered
:nd who zave to the meotings their reasons for volumtesring. The captain
of the Army tesm was asked by the iwo couneils to enumerate the possidle
asnowers that might de givea to question number twenty-seven and the pos-
eible interpretation that misht de plsced on euch type of ansver. A
oy of the talk made hy the team captzin om this point is atteched here-
to.
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Then, Mr. Paul Terry, muperintendent of schools in the Cénter, made

sn exeellent talk in which he gave hic ideas as to possible resetion
by the syercze Averican citizen to either a good or a poor response

ts the voluntary induection chase of the program:. HMr. Lindley, the
project director, conecluded the prozram with & talk in which he brought
to their attention the lirge mumber of, Hisel who had answered "HOY $o
cuestion mumber twentv-eight, the loy:lty cuestion., Hr., Lindley stated
that about three times as many hed answerad "NO" o0 this question as
had volunteered. He told them that those who hod answered this ques-
tion im the nezotive should ecarvefully weigh the consequences of this
answer because those persons would have future privileges demied them
and they were nrobably headed for either a eoncentration camp or a
prisan eswn with 2 possibility thet =fter the war, they mizht be re-
turned to Japen, in vhich eveat they should be givinz serious thousht
s €0 vhat thelir reception might de in Japsm. He then stated to then
that the sprortunity to velunteer would be closed at ¥170 P.M, Wednes-
day, Pedruary 2lith but until that time those who wished to volunteer
would have the ospportunity to do o =nd those who vished to change .
thelr znowers to elther question tventy-seven or twemty-eight would de
pemitted to make the chance.

£, On the =fterncon of February 26th, all completed questionacires
were mailed to Washington and at that time the total number of volunteers
for the entire period covered by the program was as follows;

Ofitizens 18-37 inelueive 104
Citizens 17 yoors old 3
Aliens - 1
Total o8

At this time 13%1 male eitizens 17 years old and over had been repistered
of which approximately 1183 were of military age, 106 were 17 years old
and 42 were over 37 years.

7. The Army team left the Center on February 27th and Mr, ¥alter
J. Enodel, War Reloe:xtion Authority Representstive on the Army team wae
left in charze of completion of registration of sll female citiszens seven~
teen and over, sll aliens seventeon and over, and any male citizens seven-
teen years snd over who had not »reviously exesuted questiomnaires. It
vas agreed thst Mr. Knodel would have an article vublished in the Center
newspaper sdivising the eitizens of militery are that he would accept ape
vlications for veluntary induction until eomnletion of the registration on
or shout March Gth. The team captain also sdvieed him that it would be
permissable for him to accept amy chiunges in cuestions twenty-seven and
tventy-eight forvarding such changes to Vashington. Nr. ¥nodel is extremely
cepable and his efficient handling of the mechanies of registration was re-
sponsible for the smooth operation of this part of the “rogran. He was ably

v assisted By Mr. Lewis Fanelan,
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T TE. On Februsry 22md, after 1117 cuestionnaires had been checked,
it wae found that ousstions tvemty-seven und twenty-eight had bheen ane~
swered ae followe:

Tolunteers who amswered "TES" to both questions 57
"Yes, if drafted” to 27 and "rzs® to 28 587
"NO" to 27 and “TES® §o 28 :

tuslified answers to 27 ' 18
"HO® to 28 109

It 42 possible that there may have been some doubt in the minds of
some of the registrants as $o how question $wenty-seven should be
answered, 1f a person 414 not wish to wolunteer. In ny ovinion, there
should have been no doubt whatseever cbout this coint affer the series
of meetings on Februsry 18th snd 19th, ¥ith regurd to the "N0" anewer
40 twenty-elght, I am firmly convinced, and this opinion was shared by
other members of the Army team including the Japanese-imerican sergzeant
that there should have been no question in the wmind of any persou as te
the meaning and signifiecance of a negative answer to thie question. All
persons vho wished to do @0 wvere permitted to change thelr answers to
twventy-soven and twenty-eight in asccordanee with instruetions recéived
from Weshington, All questionnsires which 414 not contain an ungual i~
fied "YES® smever to cuestion twenty-eight were placed in the "NO" cctee
gory. There may be 2 few who anewered “"TES® with some cualifiestion to
thiz question and then later changed 1% to =n unquelified "ViS" and these
ghovld de given the benefit of the doudt unless they snswered an unqual i-
fied "HO" to question twenty-ceven but such csses will eomnrise a very
muall perecentage of the total.

§. After guestionnaires eontaining a flat "50" or & gualified “YES"
to mumber twenty-eight were segregated, the team cauptain dseided that the
nemes of thege versons should be given to the nrojeet director for his
future guidence and thie was done. I was very much surpricsed to lesmn
later that either the vrojeet director or the Chief of Police had #iven
psch bloek mansger the names of the persons in his dioek who had not ane
swered "YEE" to twenty~elght. In teling with several persons vhoe came
to chanze their answers to twenty-elght to an uncualified "YEsS", 1t ape-
peared to me that exch bleck mamager was urging those in his bdloek to
change hie snever not only becsuse of what might happen to the narticu~
lar individual but the possible effect thaet a negative znewer might have
on future nolicies with respeet $o the other evacuees. 4 number changed
their asnsver to "773" giving 2= thelr reccon that they 41d not at firet
understend the me.ming of the qusstion. For example, as I reesll it, one
person wrote his reason for maoking the chsnre on the question “at firet
1 @14 not fully comprehend the sigmificance of my snsver®. He at least
h:d & very good working knowledge of the Raglish lamguage. After being
told that the chances were that they wo.ld be placed in a orison camp or
in & econcentrution camp, it is surprieing to me that all those who mwom
"HO® $o twenty-eight 4id not change their anevers. :
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10. On Febrasry 20th, I learned that from February 1ith te

February 20th, two 16 millineter movies were shown in the Center,

' one being "Climpses of Japan®™ and the othor being "Tokyo Symphone
feal Sketeh®. I arran ed for o privste shoving of these movies
snd found they denieted the besuty of Japan in peace time as well
as the industricl progrees Javan has made. This was good propu~
ganda for the pro-Japanese group and along the linee Colonel Rasee
mussen deseribed in his talk to the Army teams in Washington on
Jamuary 26%h. Y was told there vas some applauce at the showing
and when the movies falled to zppear 2t one of the niess helle as
scheduled, there was guite & dit of grundlins until they were nro-
duced, Mr. Lipdley, the vroject director, was present at the pri-
vate showing and from the comments he mude, he apparently saw mo
particul ar harm in these pictures beinz shown in the Center. There
i« snother way to look st this and that 1s 1€ these movies caused
some of the Hiasel to lean toward Japan, they were probably loyal
to Japan 4in the first plaee and now is 2 good time for us to know
is.

11. In my ovinion the "Yes, 1if drufted® answer to twenty-teven
is 20t neceseurily an indication of that persone disloy:zlty decimse
there are many Caucasian-imedeans who are not willing %o volumteer
but are willing to serve if Arafted. VYhile I resard the majority of
thosé who anevered this cuestion in this manmner $o de loyal, I do
helieve there 19 = dietinet poselbi! ity that seme of these may be
digloyal. Along th'e 1ine of reasoning a Cauecasisn employee in ene
of the offices at the Center told me that ons of the young Japanese~
imericane wm!ﬁ/hh of fice had m:de the statement to him in the
presence of several Japanese-imericans thet he had answered "Yes, if
dr.f5ed” to number twenty-sever bocause 4if after the war the situ tion
in the United Stutes should be unbearable for the Japunese peeple, if
he hud given sny other ans.er, it might preveat hi» from livine in
Japan.

12. 1 believe it 1e true thuat there 1s atill a great dezl of
resentment among the Hizel beesuse they hive been taken sway from
their homes snd businessees and placed in the Centers. Nany have
aprarently aceepted the explanstion piven for their removal, but I
have = Teeling that they hove done thie because they think it is the
smart thing $o do. Some I talked vith comnented on the faect that the
Chinese were not removed from the Vestern lNefense Jommand ever though
many Americans can not tell the difference hetveen the Japsnese amd
the Chinese. I belleve the Iscel #till erert a grest dezl of influence
on the Nigel &nd =& an exumrle of this, s friend of mine in the Center
whom I have known for many yecrs, told me of & ecase of a thirty-five
yesy 0ld Wisel he knew, who would not marry a Japonese-inmerican gird
because he could not obtain his mother's consent. Due to the fuct
that the Japunese have not intemmarried with the Caucasisns to any
great extent dut have in most cases lived with other Japunese, I can
not eonvinee myself that they have become as Americanized, for ex=
ample, ae veople of German or Italian descent.
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13. Before coming to ¥Washington, I, like many other Arericans,
wee blased with reg.rd to Jepanese, Yut after hearing the various
epeakers in Washington during the $ime they Army teams were belng
{natructed, T realized that the situstion of the Japanese-imerican
eitizens now was one whiech could possibly happen to some other group
of our vopulation in the future and thersfore in leaving here for the
Genter ] wae unbiured and had an oven mind on the wholé question., 1
have bdeen asked to give my own personal ovinion regerding the loyslty
sf these people and the impreesions I gained from my visit to the Cen-
ter and while I know very little sbout the subject, I feel that my
first orinion in eo far as it ap-lies to the majority of Japanese-
mericens war correet.

14, Conclusionss

a. Probably most of the woluateers are loysl. This growp
vill be wad-r eclose obrervation.

b, Some of the *Yes, if drafted” group nay be dicloyal.
Refer to naragrasph 1),

e. Those who snevered "#0" to cuestion twenty-seven are
d4sloyal .

4. Those who snswered "HO® $o question twenky-elght are
diegloyal. 7T plsce euzlified ansvers to this question
in the gume cutegory.

e. Careful study of other key guestione in form h-A nay
indicete disloyalty oven with a "Yus" anever to questione
twenty-soven und tventy-eight.

f. Release from relocation Centers for unlinited mplnr-
ment baszed on evaluation of & quutiennﬁn end withe
out a thorough loyslty eheck will be dungerous. A
lovelty check may be of little vilue now becsuse the
resentment held by these peocrlee mirhi not be iadi-
gated in such & cheek.,

WiLLIsd 8. FAJRQHILD
Captain, C. ¥, 7,
Sommanding Crandde
Relocation Center Army Team

SONFIVENTI AL
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PALX MADE BY CAPT, ¥, 5, FAIRGHILD ON FEBRUARY 18 and 19, 1943
T0 MALE CITIZENS OF MILITARY ACE AT OCRANADA RELOCATION CENTER,
AYECHE, COLORADO,

There sre three waye to answer question =7.
Pirst, "YESY,
Seeondly, "NOM,

Thirdly, "YES® or "NO®, qualified by "if drufted" or the like.
The meaning and elgnificance of the various unewers are ar follnus

"YES' means that youw sre willing to volunteer and that you will
eign the neoessary papers for imeediste induction. This snsver will
be intervretel by the ¥ar Depurtment ae will ss the generzl publie
snd Yy those whe oprose you ae concrete evidence of your loyaldty snd
patriotisem, 1t i¢ ales evidemce of your good conmon sense, The ule
vanbage of your volunte-ring csarot be overemphasized, After all the
srey ean Araft you if 4t wante to regardlese of how you answer quesw
tion 27. Understand, hovever, thut the War Department is definitely
interested in overeoming nrejudices that exist sgalnst you smong cer-
tain groupe aof our population. A good response %o this eall for vole
unteere will reesive favoradle publieity throuzhout the nstlon and
will prove that those in Yar Tepartment and other branches of the
Govermment were correct in their estimate of you.

The answer "80 unless you are & conseientious objector or a
minieter mezns that yen are Not Willing to fight for your ecountry.
¥e are encaged in total war. A citiren of Hilitary age, regardless
of race or creed, who will nct figsht for his country when that coun-
try is ot war, with ite very 1ife ut stulte, does not deserve $o have
a country. If you answer "NO" to question 27 you can expect thst
interpretation to de put on your answer.
How & persoy might answer "H0" to this question with some guali-
fying statement such 28 "No, because 1 have dspendente” or "Ho, be~
esuse of some physieal dlsability®. Yith such a gqualifying ststement
it would not necescarily mean that such an =znewer would imply that the
person was disloyal provided, that the person waus sincere In muking the
answer. Dut let me point sut that Selective Service | not the draof%
rezistrant declders if s person 1s to Dbe sxcuaed from serving becsuse of
devendents or shyeleszl disedilities. Turther, with reference to the
answer "No, because of dependents® - this does not apply %o you in the
center becsuse your income in the army will be conciderably grester
than your ingome here and those demendents left here will be cared for
by the W, B. A, :
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Wow we eome to what seoms to be the answer generally given dy
most of you and that is "Yes, if drafted". Well, the faet of the
matter is that if you drafted you most certainly will serve in
the armed forces if the government wants you and 1% will not meke
any difference vhether you said "Yes, if drafted” or "NO". Although,
the present progrem is voluntary, the combat tesm will be ralsed, if
neces=ary, by draft,

It appears likely that this answer "Yes, if drafted”, was given
go frequently becsuse you felt that this answer would ghow that you
were loyal and at the same time make it possible for you to obtain a
defense jJob before being called im the draft. 4s I see it that sasver
ie just = case of sitting straddle of the fence. TYou can do it ~ but
you will miss the boat entirely - because the opportunity to do your-
gselves, vour families snd your frieads & sreat service will have been
loat.

Ag far ss the War Depeartment is concerned the ansver "Yes, if
drafted® does not imdicate tn them that you are not loyal. They were
gonvinced that the majority of the ¥isei vere loyal imericans and be-
ceuge the War Department was coavinced of this fact they fought power-
ful opposition to give you this oprortunity to prove your loyslty ss
merican Citizens. This program does not econtaln everything that wes
desired by you or the War Department. It does contain all that g_ wan

&snl%o to obtain. It ie up %o you to show the /merican pu
ose who oppou you that/are worthy of the fulth and conﬁdmo

8¢ us, your frieands.

If through your own actions this program fails, you need not ex~
peet Tuture efforts in your behalf,

If you aecept this opportunity by volunteering in large mumbers,
vou will comvince the American public that you zre worthy of every
confidence,

Yhether or not you want to go into the amy is not the question.

The question 18 « are you far sighted mu@ to realize that this
is your opvortunity?

The cholce ig yours.

¥illiem 5. Fairehild
Captain, C. M, P,
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Hemorandum

SUBFENT; Regzistration

T0: Capt. ¥, 8. Fairchild, Commanding, Arsy Tess,
Granads Reloecation Center, izache, Colorade.

The followingz econstitutes 2 report of the imprercions and opinions
formed by the writer vhile assisting in the registration of peoples of
Jepanese ancestry vhe are &t present intermed 2% the Granada Relocation
Center, Arache, Celo.

The resulte obtained, as to enlistmente, are, at first bdlush, peor.
However, u eloser anslysis, tcking into considerition the circumstances,
revesls that the gontrary odtaine,

To begin with, as you ere aware, the Center ig inhabited by more
than 7000 peorles of Japanese mutn I shall not go into detsaile
recarding their living eonditions save to say that I hope only that
those Caucasians, who are interned by the Japanese Govi., are treated
half ss well,

¥ow, vhat effect have their living conditions on enlistments. Just
thiet - who, with the "soft touch" they haove, is poing to exchange z life
of comfort snd ease for one of hardship =nd danger. Not nany! In faet,
eonsider how rmany Caucasions feel sinilarly. If they 4id not, there uoul&
be no need for conseription.

1t wae hard to maintein en unbizsed wttitude when 2% or 9% of the
reciztronts gave a negative anever to cuestion #28 of Form 304 (2); pare
ticularly, since the meaning of that question was carefully expliined to
each registrant before he reesponded. Consider wvhat effect a subversive
element like that can have on enlistzents.

It wae apperent from more than one ineident brought to our attention,
that many of the Issei znd Kidel were oprosed to our programs and exercised
so 1ittle amount of restraint om those who otherwise might huve volunteered,

Finally, let's give some thought to the civilian management of the
Center. Tirst of 211 ~ orehids to ¥Walter J. Enodel, the employment of ficer.
I think you will sgree that he was of inestimable help. Fot only 414
he 214 materially in the working out of the mechunieal details of the
rezistration, ™t he revezled a muture understanding of Japanese psyshology,
the sine cua non, in handling the nther delicate machinery that was set
in motion,
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The same cannot be sald for the two other W.R.A, offieials with
whom we were most in touch - Lindley, the Center Director and Tomline
son, the police chief.

Both apreared to be entirely devold of any knowied:e of psychology
and, what is worse, common gense.

For exumple, permitting that opropagands motion pieture to be shown
was Juet about the most unintellisent thing that would be done.

Again, eirculating among the Japenese block leaders the names of
these who had answered in the negative (wuprs) to question #28, was sheer
etupidity. /And threatening them with dire consecvences if they 4id not
change thelr responses to the affirmative, fzlle into the swre category.

S0, considerinz the obstacles thut h=d to be m'r-o\mtod,' we can

rightfully feel that the mission was as satisfactorily completed ce
was possible under the circumstances.

(S4gned) Rodert I, Bischofs, 3214726k
8/Sgt., Det., DR, ID IO, ¥.D.0. & Nth Army.

CoOPY
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Granade Relocation Center
Anache, Colorado

February 26, 1943

HIMOR ANDUM

SURIRECT: Registration

TO; ¥illiem 8, Fairchild, Captain, C.M.P,,
Comnanding, Army Team, Grenada Relocation Center
Lamar, imache Branch, Colorado

¥ith reference to the registration of the Nisel males,
seventeen years of age and over, I believe that there may
have been 2 14ttle misunderetanding as to the interpntatinn
of the cuestion No. 27 on the I0MA fowm,

Seyerzl have answered No, 27 on the 30Li form in the
negative because of dependentes, or physiecel digability, eor
degire to farm and 442 not gzet the full meaning of the cuest~
tion. ‘

As for guestion 2% on the U form, I fimly delieve
that there should have been no guestion in the minds of the
persons fi1ling out the form I04A vhen susvering the quest-
tion. This includes both Nisei and Kibet.

The mumber of volunteers was abaut the figure to have
been expected from this center, (cpnroxino.talr 10% of the
eligivlen).

The princinle resson for not having & better showing
is the fact that the eanp here has been very quiet, and
having enjoyed grecter freedom than the other ceanters, the
people haven't felt that they wanted ¢» leave. Such as the
ease in few of the other centers where the people have been
eonfined to 2 limited area, and so, had & greater desire
to zet out, evem by Joiming the army.

My firm bdelief is that the rajority of the Hirei are
loyal., A few may have been misguided by pressure from the
Kibei or Issel and snevered in the negative.
Pred Odanaka, T/, 39157446, HILS LS Csmp Savage, Minn,

{Signed) Fred H, Odanaka

corTY
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March 8, 1943 .
My denr Captain Fairehild:

Flease forgive the delay in writing this memorandum of
ny thoushts regarding Amsche., 1 have been extremely bdusy since
returning to California. 1 trust the following will serve to give
you my impres=ions.

I have eome to the conelusion that the mumber of volunteers
wae aeg good ae eould be expected, I doubt {f the rercentage would
have been higher in smy other recisl zroup. Foreover there vere many
things sbout the nrogram and the conditione =t the camp that prevented
& larger number of volunteers., For example the limitation of service
in the army to "gombet Auty® prevented mamy from volunteering. The
more or lege free and easy living and working conditions at Ameche =-md
the erpectation of war defense work ae an alternstive to service in
the army elso seted as a deterrent. For these reasons it is my opinmion
that the mumber of volunteers is not & suase of loyalty, except in a
lirited gense,

The fact thot over 1N0 Wisel anewered "No¥ $o the loyulty
question 4s & matter for seriouns eonsideration. Subsequent changes
in the esnsver to guestion 722, are of no importance. There m:zy have
been 2 few caces of misundersztanding But I think that the cuertion
wae clearly understosd by most of those who answered in the negative.

It ie my fire opinion thet many of thoce vhe snzwered the
loyal ty euestion in the affirmative d1d so 22 & matter of convenience
and not ae & matter of eonvietion. The only way to determine this 1e
by & complete loralty cheelr, Thig wonld inclu’e citizens aer well ae
sliens.

There are many fuctors whieh moke 1t aiffieult for the
Japsnese to be eomoletely loyal to this government. One of these is
the Aeep meated resentment of the race prejudiece which dare the Jap
from Amsricsn coelety. Al! Japanese, varticularly the Wised, are
¢-meeious of thie roece barrier cnd rerardless of what they say and
how they smile it away every Jeapanese resentes it. Another factor
12 the naturs]l reszentmont on the part of all Jeps of the =vacuatisn
progrent. They were woved frem their homes end deprived of thelr pro-
rerty snd businesses for rearoma vhich most of them do not delieve
gufficlient, They may pretend %o understand and to forgive but they
do not understand and they do not forzive., 4s = consequence the loyp-
alty of the Jepenese is likely to be zkin deep., The el ishtest ‘neult
or of fense could be the cuuse of a deacerous and eaxsily Justified (in
the wind of the Jap) resctioen.
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Since the foregoing sprlies %o Citizen Japs as well as to -
aliens I zm of the opinion that no Jap should be allowed to dear arme
or %o vork in defense industry until his loyalty has becn thoroughly
checked. His ansver to a loyalty question is of practically no con-
sequence except vhare the answer is "No", in which latter event his
disloyalty 1z vractieally coneclusive. Put the ensver "Tes® $0 a
loyalty question ie wholly inconclusive.

1 had several other ideas ia mind regarding the free and .
easy menner in whigh the ca'p at Amache is operated but this is really
beside the poimt in which we are interested, 1. e. loyalty. Ye should
investizate all of them before ve glve them any privileges amd then
we should be ever watehful until their loyalty 1s established by pos=
itive aects snd eonduct.

I have made thie brief and to the point. I hope 1t will help
you in formul ating your own statement.

Naturally I would like to know what huppened in the other
camnps. A personal note addressed {o ay office would be zost welcome.
Send me your address im Vashington and I will comwunicate with you again.
Thinre are in pood shope with me,
Sincere personal rezards,

(S4gned) George T. Davis

COPY
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RONWER RELOCATION CHNTER
Captain John A. Holbrook, C.H.P.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
 SERVICES OF SUPFLY
OFFICE OF THRE PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL
WASHINGTON

Mareh 27, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR; The Aesiestant Seeretary of War
Room 4E-586 )
Pentazon Building
¥ashington, D, C.

ittention: Captaia Joha M. Hall

SUBJROTy Report of Team Captain, Rohwer Relocation Center,
Rohwer, irkansas.

1. The irmy Tesm assigned to the Rohwer Relocstion Center, Rohwer,
Arkansas, consisted of Johm A, Helbrook, Captain, O.K.P., Comsmanding,
8/8gt. Richsrd H. Wills, Jr., T/9gt. lsama Adachi snd Sgt. George H.
Burton, Jr., These men were assembled with nine other irmy Tesme of
the ssme size in the Munitions Bulldin-, Washinmgton, D. C. and care-
fully instructed in the duties of presenting to the Japunese~imericans
of the Relocation Centers the ¥ar Department Mission, explaining ite pur-
pose and the effect which ite success or failure would have upen thoee
vhe were opposed to the people of Jspsneee sncestry, more particularly
gince Pesrl Harbor. Ve were siven the bDenefit by lectures of the experi-
ences of all available officers and civiliasns familiar with the Japanese
people for nine full days. The writer is certain he and the personnel
of his team left Washington comvinced th:t the War Department Hiesion
was n pood one; thut the Japemese~imericans, even though they had suffered
hardshipe, losses, snd humilistion by belng evacusted from the West Coanst
and assembled in Relresztion Cemters, were 2til) loyal elsirzens of the
United States and were wil ing to do their part in wianing the preseat
war; thet those of military sge and physicclly fit would welcome the op-
portuilty to enlist in the Armed Forces; snd that those mot gualified
for Armed Service were saxious to obtain defense work outside the Centers.
The irmy Teem assismed to Sohwer left Vashington, FPebruary 2, 1943 and
srrived =t Rohwer, Arkansas on February b, 1943, ecarried out their miesion
and depsrted from Rohwer to their respective home stations on Mareh 10,

19u3, '

2. The Rohwer Reloecation Center is itu ted about one-half mile
north of the village of Rohwer, Deshi County, Arkemess., The adjoining
territory is very thinly populated. A dranch line from MeGehee, Arkan-
gsae to Memphis, Tennesee of the Missouri-Pacifie Railroszd runs direetly

slonseide 1ts cantern boundsry. The oceupied portion of the Center is
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about one mile sguare, surrounded by 2 low wire fence. The terrain
is delta land, very low and fl=t lying about twenty feet, delow the
af joining Miesisoippd River leveer, There are approximately €500
Japanese people living in the Center, 1% Usumecasian employees, wnd
an ¥.P. Recort Company of about 135 men quartered just outside the
east fence between the Center and the railroad. The population is
elassified adout 2500 school children, 1600 msle eitizens, seventeen
years old aad up, about 1400 fem:ile eitizens, 17 years old and up, and
adout 3000 eliens, both male and female, 17 years old and up, and
about 175 repatriates of hoth seres. Numerieslly the populstion is

- divided into two zroups, half from arounid Stoeckton, California &nd
helf from around Lodi, Oslifornis, with = decided minority in either
group vhich can be called well educated. They are being terribly
overrate! by the socizl welf:ire workers whose only sporoasch se fur
geems to be to flatter them about their intelleetusl ability. They
are housed in new ome=story Govermment buildings, arranged into thirty-
three blocks of fifteen buildincs esch. Nach block consists of twelve
spartment buildings, 202120, having six spartments each, housing tventy
four persons per buildine. Bach dlock also has o public service builde
ing, 20¥100, a2 Bloek mess hall, ¥0x60, a Duildinge houveing leundry, 2
men's latrine and a women's latrine., About half the popul ation works
within the Center for the War Reloeation iuthority in o7fices, mass
halle, hospitale and conetruction cnd maintenince. They receive an
avers-e of $16.00 per month besids their lodzing, boord and hospstale
ization, ,

3. The Rohwer Relocuation Cemter ie supervieed by a Project Direc-
tor, Mr. Roy D. Johnston, assisted by Mr., James F. Raine, Ascistant
Project Director and a staff of Caucarian Depurtment Chiefs. The per-
sonnel employed in the Aepartments are mostly Japunese-imericszns and
& few slieme. The internal police and fire department ie 21l Japancee
e-cept the chiefs. The Japunese pepulation is sovermed by thirty-three
block meznagzers snd thirty-three block advisers, ome of each from each
bloek, These are divided hulf Isei and Nicei and he:ded by a chalrman
of block mansszers, These are :11 elected by the Japanese themselves,
subjeet to the aporevel of the Project Mamarer. These heads hold regu-
lar and special meetings and frecuently confer through their chaimman
with the Var Reloestion Authority Mansger om all matters pertaining teo
the sovernment of the Center. In the pr sentation and operation of the
Wer Deportment Flan, the Projeet Mama er insisted that the bloek mansgers
be thorousghly a2cquainted with the program before soing into the bloeks.

4, The irmy Teaw, War Reloeation Authority Manaugement, block munagers
and sdvieers held several meetince in which the Mission waes resd in beth
Bng) ieh and Jansnese. Guestions vere asked and answered before resicstration
was instituted. At these meetinee the sttendance war zood, but a general hese
ftaney and reserve was very obvious, Subsequently, block meetings were
held 2t vhich the entire populstion were invited. The Mission was rezd
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in Enelish, copies printed in Japanece were distributed and the
esme results were obtained. Attendsnce was good., Some questions

_ were asked in English and Japanese, moetly eritieal of the program
and the policy of the Government in the trectment the Japsnese hed
received and the poseidility of continuing the seme trectment in the
future, There wes a decided reserve at all of the meetings, These
meetings were often attended By the velfure officers of the Center
who invariably injected into the discussion en spologetic attitude
whieh sided and sbetted the fe-ling thet the Japanese were being die~
eririnated sgailnet, ond lending sathority to these Jepsmese attitudes
for demanding frem the Army Team & rmarsatee of some kind for their
eooperztion or loyslty. Thie socis)l welfure sttitude was fipally
elimincted frow the meetin s upon the demand of the Team Ciptain. The
Pro jeet Manasger insieted that the registrition be voluntery until every
block had been canvassed. This wes completed on Mareh 1, 194%, Vhen
it wae found tha$ only 27 had velunteered for industion, 31 filed Form
PSS heA snd 207 filed Form WRA 126 Revised out of a possidle 5500,
then the Pro ject Pirector aszreed to make the regiotration compul sory, and
after o conference with ¥Mr. Dillon S, Myer, the Var Relocution Authority
AMministrator, this policy was put into effeet smd registrations were com=
pleted by Moreh 10, 1943 with o total of 29 wluntm!, 1578 ﬂllw Porm
PSS Wheis and 4240 filing Form WRA 126 Revised.

5. A brief cummary of the cuestions asked coneeraing the combat
te:m by the Japanese =t block meetincs, or exeuses for not volunteering
for induction durine the voluntary resistration are as follows

a. VWhy were we classed as enemy :liens and pleced in B OF

. Yhy must we prove our loyalty b voluntecrinz for induction?
Yhy must we be separzted with a Jepanese-imericsn Combat Teom?
¥ill my relctives vho are in internment camps be released if
I voluntesr?

Why aren't ‘e drafted i{n the ecame mammer ae other Cancssiann?
Can my relatives go dack to thelr homes on the ¥est Coant 1if
1 voluniger?

Why are we yut on the spot und csked to voluatecr to save our
people who huven't done amythineg wrong?

i=da i

lt

i

6, After the registr:tion was made compulsory :nd there was indice-
tion that if the volunteers were not sufficient %o man the combat team
that the provisions of Seloctive Service would be put into effeet, the
gueetions were as follows:

& Vhy do we have to be serregnted into 2 separate combat
team?

b. How 4o ve know that an wifair quota won't be used in the
Relocation Centers?
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&. Yhy can't we volunteer to do farm work or work in
industry? ' y

4, How can ve fight sgalnet our relitives in Jupan?

e. Yhat susrantee have we that our eitizenship won't be
removed whes laws are being passed preventing us from
owning luad, et cetera, in some states evea if we do
serve in the Armed Forces?

£, V¥hy do we have to decide so scon? Ve waat more time
to think this over, ¥e can't make up our minds so
fast, WYhy the hurry, unless there is something about
the program that ve hoven'$s found out yet?

& What gusrantec have ve that if drufted, we will have the
same rights to deferments for dependents, et ceters, that
the Cgucasians have? And how can we be deferred for essen-
tisl industry vhen we have had no chance to get out and
get jods in war productien?

h. Vhy can't we enlist im the ilr Corps, or the Havy the same
as sny other Cengssian?

7. Bvery opportunity wes glven the Jepanese and Japunese~imericans
in Rohwer Relocation Center to become scquainted with the program in de~
tafl, The Miscion was recited in Englich ot 21l meetings and when re-
guested, recited in Japanese by one of their own pecple. It waes printed
in English and Jepanese in the Center news sheets (The Outpost). Every
oprortunity was given to ask questions in Japanese and English and all
guestions were snawered in the ssme manner. There is no possibility of
e sinsle Japsnese or Japanese-imerican having had any misunderstending of
the ¥Yar Department Miesion or Program.

8. The Project Manager, Mr. Roy D. Johnston, rendered every assis-
tance vithin his power to make the Mission a success. He was patient and
tireless in his attention and courtesies to the Amy Teamm. This coopera~
tion however 414 not extend into his subordinate departments. They were
not interested in the program, chiefly because it made more work for them,
It was liable to reduce the Center population to where their services
would be no longer required. 4And it 4id have a temdency to cause some
unrest smong the Japanese which disturbed their peaceful procedures. The
Cenensian personnsl is not high type and has not had mmeh experience in
handling reople in such numbers. This is probably explained by the sntsge
onistic zttitude of the people of Arkansas :nd espeelally in the area sure
rounding the Center, making it very difficult $o get sultable Cancasians
to take employment, This was particularly true in the construetion and
noaintenance departments vhere the Japanese did not work well. They did
Just vhat their Japsnere leader told them to do and nothing more, and the
fevcssisn sup rvisors 414 nothing about it. In fact, the whole Center
is very wapopular with the vopulation of Desha County.
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1. 'The Japanese and Japanese-imericans in Rohwer Relocution
Genter sre satisfied vhere they are. They are in full eontrol of
the economic, soelal and political affairs of the community. The

5 Cancasian mans ement ond personnel are afreid of the Jupanese
chiefly becsuse they do not understond them, snd are overzeslous
in their offorts to prevent zny pudlieity concerning the Center.
They are following the path of the least recistunce and sllowing
the Japanese to have their own way. The Japunese in turn have no
respect for the menscement dut will not comse any trouble se long
ag they are in eontrel, Therefore, any program to compel any action
is resented by both the Japanese und Camesaclians, The Japanese through
their interns) intellizence syetem ure alweys vell informed of any
contemplated agtion on the part of the mans.ement,

2, The Japanese und Jepsnese-imericane in Rohwer Relocation
Center beyond military age have never been very active in getting
outedide employment snd therefore were not especlazlly interested in
wholessle lesve elesrunces. One resson being that they never were
in the hich paid clans. Therefore, they uré zbout as well or bdelter off
vhere they are as vhere thay weve. This is especially true of the
Iscel femsles :nd the older males «ho have slways worked hard on the
farme in California. The setual pay for labor om the farms surround-
ing the Center 1s no better than vhut they are cetting inside the
Center plus the faet that they are bYedns told emphatieally by the
War Belocation Authority offiecials that they csa stay as long as they
wish =nd thet no attempt will bde mode to force them to leave.

%, The Japunese-inericans of military age, that is, between the
ages of seventeen snd thirty-seven inelusive, 28 o group, are net ine.
terested in volunteering in the ‘med Forces because they are not loyal
eitizens. At least to the exteant that they care to express themselves
without some material recompense for thelr loyalty. Ia faet, they have
no eoncept of the true meaning of the word. They confuse the term with
doing something for somebody for whieh they must receive sdvanoement,
socially and materially, Thie attitude is being fostered snd kept «live
by the decidedly disloysl Icsel and Kibel groups within the Center.

%, The Japenese-Americans in Rohwer Relocation Center are admittedly
from their own statements more disloysl teday than when they were evacusted
from the “est Cozst. They are more confused cbout their future. They are
beingy precticed upen by an i1l advised growp of welfare workers who find
in them = fertile field for the establishment of a soelcl workers paoradise,
in vhiech, theoretieslly, mo person would be obligated to aaybedy or any-
thing, especially to the extent which a loyal eitizen can de expected to
voluntarily ewpress hinself,
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§, Finally, the result of the rogistration is conclusive in that
they are not wholeheartedly willing to decide to be loyal, therefore,
they wust be considered disloyal. There is consider:ble ovidence that
this so ealled discrimination, segregation or oppression of the Jupa-
nese-imericans ie the vork of the Japunese Government propagsndists,
through the Japsneee in the Centers who are loyal te the Japanese Gove
ermment, because the Japanese-imericans cannot point out any epecifie
cases of dlserimination except where their egotistical and selfish de=
gires have heen thwarted by the same methods whieh would be applied %o
2 Camcasian, under the seme circumstances.

£. There is reason to believe that unless some decisive asction is
taken by the Govermment auiekly, the morale of the Japanese and Japsnese~ .
imericans will become so bad that diserders can be incited very easily
by any of one of the numberous disloysl groups.

7. Submitted herewith sre stotements by the three tesm serzesnts
who accompenied the Team Captain on thie Mission., Also submitted i a copy
of the repert to the Oﬂ'ie' of the Assistant Seeretsry of War on Mareh

23, 1943,

Jﬂh "‘ mmm 3‘Pth. gn’c"‘g
Rohwer Relocation Center
Relocation, Arkansas
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WASHINGPON

March 22, 19473

SUBJECT; Report of the Team Captain, Rohwer Relocuztion Center,
Relocation, Aricansas,

703 0ffice of Assistant S«rbtwy of Yar,
Pentagon PBuilding, Washington, 1.6,

1. Total number of msle citizens in Rohwer Reloestion Center from
the are of 17 years and up, 1585 of which aprrorimately 850 are detween
the azes of 17 to 37 inclusive.

2, Number of persons executing Form 30-A up to and ineluding
March 10, 1947% was 1578. ¥No reports have been received showing any in-
erease since that time.

3. Percentage of Disloyal Citisens is estimated to be 5% of the
total citizen population,

b, Sumber of affimative asngvers unqualified to Guestion # 28 on
March 10, 1943 wae T10,

%5. Yumber of negative mmswers to Question f 28 on Mareh 10, 1943
was Z6%,

6. Nunber of eitizens requesting repatriation on March 10, 1943
i not available tut from mevory would sugeest it is not over 50. These
are nev sprliestions, the omes who had previously requested repatriation
vere not recuired to register,

7. Reasons vhy the Teus Coaptain delieves certain individusle are

disloyal are as follows;

a. The openly disloyal citivens in Rohwer Relocation Cen-
ter 4o not hesitate to say that they are not loyzl te the Government of
the United States, This group represents about 20% of the total male
eitigens whieh include the Kibei and would not hesitate to commit sete
of violence if permitted.

b. There ie¢ another group which refuse to seriously consider
the question of loyalty as Yelng of say velue and who will and do snswer
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no today, yes tomorrow, and bdack to no the mext day. This group is represent-
ative of another 20% of the total mule citizens., This group is chiefly the
more ignorant faction who can be easily led, can be made dangerous, or could
be turned into reasonably good citizens if handled properly. It probably
would require years to accomplish,

e¢. The last zroup or 10f of the male citizens are now in the
bargaining class. They could be mude loyal for a price. They very openly de-
mand a gusrantee in return for am expression of loyaly or some form of re~
gompence or to use their sxpresesions, (Wil I be consid:.red disloyzl if I do
not snswer guestion ¢ 287), (If I say I eam loyal, will my father be released
from internment camp?).

8. In go fur ae the ansver to question # 28 being indic:utive of eon-
viotion or convenience, it is the opinion of this Tesm Cuptain that vhere a
eitizen snsvered NO unqual ified, 4% was definitely convietion. If he answere
ed either NO or YES qualified, it waas for convenience and when unqualified
YES was amswered, thot dbout 50% of such were from conviction and the remain-
der for convenience. :

9. This Team Captain's conclusion regarding segregution is that the dis-
loyal Japanese-imericans should be given a swift triacl on a charze of dis-
loyalty or obstrueting the war effort aad be, 1f found guilty, put into intern-
ment camp, where they would be compelled $o work under very striet diselpl ine,
and enjoy no privileges vhatever., This would certainly give those imterned
individuale = distinet realization of the pemaltles vhich can be imposed, ad
impress upon the others the gravity of disloysity to the land of one's birth,
Certainly the morsle in the ceater is running down hill fast, und something
must be done shortly or the problem will get real serious.

10. The Reinstatement of Selective Service to induct Japenese~imericans
in the centers who are in Ye¢ would have two results. It would prove to the
Japsnese-imericans that the U.S. Government was not $o be fooled with., aind
second, it would force a concrete attitude of loyalty or Alsloyalty cmong
the most troudblesome group. The Japanese have 2 very gre:t respect for pose
itive suthority.

11. Total number of volunteers for induection was 29,

12, BReasens for this low number asre as foll ows

&, Too many of the Military sge group are not loyal and feel under
no odbligation $o do anything for this Government.

b. Others are ufraid of retaliastion igainst their parents by the
Isel =nd Kibel.

¢. Others are zfreid of the possibility of havine to fight zzainst
their own relatives.

d. Others do not like a separ te combat team,

e. Others want to barzain their voluntary sction for something ime-
possidle or ridiculous.

f. Others have no desire to go in the Army under sny circumstances.

2. Others use the subterfuge of saying they are viliing to go if
drafted amd sll the time hoping they won't be.
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h. Others refucse becsmse they feel that they are lﬁqcr'u
oblization to prove their loyalty since their status as citizens has been
‘questioned by belng placed in relocation centers.

13. Induction of Wisei girls into the ¥W.4.4A.C. would probably produce
the same result ond for the same reasons as outlined in regard to the men,

JOHE A, HOLBROOK,
cﬂptl&l’ co ¥, P.
Rohwer Relocation Center
Relocation, Arkansos
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Rohwer Relocation (enter
Reloecatlon, Arkansss
March §, 1943

SUBJECT: Personal report of War Dept. Mission
Rohwer Relocation Center, Relocation, Ark.

T0: Office of Agst. Secy. of War
Pentagon Bldg. Yashington, D. C.

1, Arrived Rohwer Reloeation Center, Rohwer Arkansas on
Mareh §, 1943,

2. The eoopersztion of the W, R. A, snd the Army Tear wae
not too geod. '

3. The cooperation of the Javanese American was very poor,
for no Japanece American Leader in this centsr took part in presenting
to the success of this mission.

4, Ve the Army team have dome all we can in presenting the
program. '

5« The reason for failure to the volunteers is that too
many are thinking sbout the past and not thinking about the future.

6. The loysl Japanese Americans have shown their loyalty
and sporeciztion of thie program, but the disloysl have shown no
interest and have camsed the loyzl Americans some trouble in answering
the number twenty-eight and the twenty-seventh matinaa (mostly
ones who have been in Japan).

7. There are many who signed the twenty-eighth question in
which indicates that he is disloyal, these should be separated from the
loyal Americans, -

8., Will leave Hohwer Relocation Cemter on March 10, 1943 for
Camp Savage.

(signed)
T/B Isamu Adachi
Bohwer W, R. A,
Relocation, Ark.
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TUNECT;  Personal Report of War Department Mission.
Rohwer Relocation Center, Relocation, Arkansas.

T70; Office of Assistant Seeretary of War
Pentsgon Puflding, Washington, D. C.

1. The cooperstion of W, R.A, officials =t Rohwer was s
wel! as eould be expected. However, their local newspaper here was
not utilized =nd some V. R.4A. officizlse, in spesking publicly at the
meetings, saild the evacustion was not a military necessity and ete.

2. The Army team from the start of the program was unable
to enlist the cooperation of any of the Japanese, None of the leaders
attempted to bring about cooperation. Seversl meetings were had with
Hlock Mansgers, in an effort to ;et them %o see the value of the pro-
gram, with no results,

3, All evacuees were given ample opprortunity to become ae~
quainted with the program. Beeldes the regular reading of the mission and
gquestion and Answer period, the Japanese vere encouraged to ask questions
in private 1f they so desired. This member of the team believes all in
this center fully understande the progrem.

4k, This member of the tesm believes the failure to volunteer
~an de attributed to the following recsoms; (1) the Japamese regard the
evaenation as sueh & gross injustice it has lowered their degree of loyalty,
(2) some believe the ruce prejudice in the United States has become so
great that they will never again enjoy the rights and privileses of loysl
citizens, therefore, why volunteer to risk life for csomething that looks
#o derk and unecertain, sand (3) the twvo sbove reasons coupled with the
faet thut there sre hunireds of dieloyal Jspunese here te influence the
thoushts of the loyal that it hes had the opposite effect of an inspirstion
to volunteer,

5. The Jup:mese~inericens in this center are not zas loyal as o
gimilar group of eitizens outside the center. Hovever, there are as many
laweabiding citivens ineide as outeide. Thie can be sccounted for by the
fast that there hes been nothing to inspire patriotism and & desire to
fizht, These »eople have been far removed from the experiences an ordinary
eitizen would encounter in = eountry that is at war, such as, having friends
and rélatives in the service. Their loyalty can possibly best be pempared
to that of a striet i1solationlzt group before the war,

. 6. The gre:t majority of the Jaﬁannshmnﬂeu! do not aporeeiate
the present program. The only program that would be eppreciated is one
that would place them in their exset positions before the evacuation.

( sx6%eD)

8gt. Oeorge H. Buxton, Jr.
Hember, Army Teoam

Rohver Relocution Center
Relocation, Arkansos
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GUBJECT: Personal report on War Department Mission.

TOs Office of the Assistant 3ecretary of Var,
Pentegon Building, ¥Washington, D, C.

1. Arrived Rohwer Relocztion Center, February 5, 1943,
February 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 epent in deternining plan of presentation,
instruetion interviewers and meeting with bloek mansgers and lesders,

2, February 10 to February 2% spemt in deliverance of miesion
:md voluntary resistration, the W, R. A, officials refusing to make
registration eompul sory.

3. Marech 1 to Marsch 9 spent in compulsory registration.

5, The W. R, A. mmthorities continuzlly expressed s sympathetie
attitude toward the evascuees and lent noticeable uartl sapoort to their
complaining and bargainine sttitude,

5. The general attitude of the evicuees was one of apsthy and
distrust. The failure of a singly Block leader to take the lead and
openly spoprove the program was = bg factor in the failure of the pro-
gram,

6, The present-tion of the nrozram was cuite adequate, every
evaoues bYeinz glven more than enough consider-tion both in rezard to
the delivery of the mission snd the ans-ering and explanation of the
problems and cuestions. If there waer any insufficiency in the presen~
tation of the program, 1t was in falling to convince the block mamagers
and lenders; at the outset as to the urgency in the need of the support
of the cvacuess toward the program,

7. PFailure to secure more volunteers wae & result of several
fagtors, The foremost reason or fuetor was that there appears to be no
more, 17 as mwuch, enthusissn to join the Army smong the Japaneseeimeris
cans than mmonz the Cuugcasian Americsns. Secondly, the Issel and the
Eibel ererted comsidersdle influence towards the fzilure of the program,
4nd thirdly, there is the Tactor of distrust snd suspleion toward the Army
and the Covernment resultine from the diseriminations caused by the evae-
nation.

8. A majority of the evucuees are loyal to the United States,
Hovever there is no doudt but that there are many 4isloyel persons in the
center, There geemed to be noerganized movement but there wae sdquate
evidence that the disloyal ones are not Just = few, and are sctive in their
supvort of the Japanese Emnire,

(Signed)
$/sgt. Richard H. Wills Jr.

(12107716)
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COLORADC RIVER RELOCATION CENTER

lst Lt. John H. Bolton, C.M.P.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
SERVICES OF SUPPLY
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL
WASHINGTON
March 18, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR: Office of the Assistant Secretary of War
Room 4E-886
Pentagon Building
Washington, D.C.

Attention: Captain John M, Hell

SUBJECT: ) Summary Report of Mission in Colorade River Reloca=-
tion Center, Poston, Arizona.

1. The analysis which follows is not complete, having been made
on March 3, 1943. The figures shown are accurate in their analysis,
the Team Captain i: surej however, no time for checking was availsble,
The total number of registrants as shown on & later report is 3356.

The Team Captain's check on the number of wolunteers shows 215. At the
. time Mr. Myer's telegram was received asking for alalysis on all of the
"Yes, Yes™, and most of the "No, Yes" forms 304-A had been sent on fol-
. lowing instructions. There were only §20 forms 304-A still left on the
project. The complete analysis is only of these less favorable ones,
and therefore is not a fair evaluation of the mass answers.

A. Those military age 17 to 37 inclusive —- Not available.

B. Those above military age —- Not Available,

1. Tectal registrants 3321
2. Total registrants refusing to
register . none
3. Registrants replying "Yes" to
Question 28 Bl
4. Registrants replying "No"™ to .
Question 28 513
5. Registrants not replying to
Question 28 107
6. Registrants replying "Yes" to
Question 27 2111
7. Registrants replying "Yes" with
qualifications T*
8. Registrants replyving "No" to
Question 27 1203
9. Number volunteering in Army 191
10. Total eligible for filling 304-A - 3321

#* This applies only to the 620 Form 304-A's still on the project.
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Group Al--17 to 37 inclusive "Ho® to - No
28 Reply : ¢

1, Number registrants with one or both

parents interned. See Question 11

on Form 304-A. 25 9
2. Registrants with either father, mother
~ brother, sister, son or daughter in _

Japan. See Question 1l. . 213 51
3. Registrant who travelled in Japan

three years or more since 1934 and

attended school two years or more.

See Question 14 "Yes® 162 42
%. Registrants now registered with Japanese

citizenship. Question 25 "Yes" and

Question 254 "No." 39 21
5« Registrants who have requested repatri-

ation. Question 26 "Yes." 77 6
6. Registrants who have requested repatria- ;

tion and who are on amy list furnished as

coming from the State Department., None Nene

Group Bl--38 and above

1. Number registrants with one or both
parents interned. ©See Question 11 on

Form 304~A. None None
2. Registr:nts with either father, mother _
brother, sister, son or daughter in Japan. 5 None

3. Registrants who travelled in Japan three

years or more since 1934, and attended school

two years or more. See Question 14 "Yes." Kone None
4e HRegistrants now registered with Japanese

eitizenship. Question 25 "Yes" and (Juestion

25 "No." . None None
5. Registrants who have recuested repatriation

and who are on any list furnished you as

coming from the State Bepartment. ‘None None

2. The whole registration, which was handled by War Relocstion Author—
ity personnel assisted by Nisel and a few Issel registrants, went along
smoothly without any complications. All evacuees were registered.

3. This War Relocation Authority projeet is divided into three units.
Of these three units, Unit Three showed up much better all the way through
the mission than the other two units. Those in Unit Three were never involved
while in California in the evacuation period with any disturbances; they are
better integrated; they are for the most part city people; they have developed
industries; they have not had any disturbances while in the Relocation Center,
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Unit Two evacuees are made up of an entirely different sort. There is much
less integration; there have been some disturbances there, but they have
developed no leaders in those disturbances, and nothing serious has developed.
Unit One is the most complex of the three units, as well as the largest,

with a population of around 8000. The evacuees there arec, {or the larger
part, farmers, with & much small number of well educated in proportion to

the other two units with their populations of around 5000 each. In Unit One
was the strike in November which was a very disturbing thing to the evacueces.
To the credit of the evacuees most of them considered it just a "Japanese
holiday® and did not at all appreciate the fact that there was behind it a
gmup of disloyal., This unit has also in it a number of men, espeeially
bachelors, who have been sent there from other Centers. But there are a
number of distinetly and outspokenly loyal as well as a few outspokenly dis-
loyal ones. If there was any failure in getting completely honest answers to
the loyalty questionnaire in any of the three units, it was among those

of Unit One. There was more fear of consequences of Japsnese success there
than elsewhere, and more uncertainty as to the future.

4o The news that if the combat team was not raised by voluntary in-
duction it would be raised by draft was greeted by the comment, "Why can't
we be drafted immediately?® Many young boys seid that the draft would
be the answer to their parents who were objecting to their voluntesring.
When the Issel and female Nisei registration took place, the majority of
them took the modified oath of loyalty asked of them,

5. Quite a number of those who had answered "No, No®, to #27 and
#28 came in to meke changes in answer after the announcement was made that
they could. Record of those changes, was kept by the War Relocation
Authority and the Team Captain does not have the figures. Most of those
who wanted to make changes were refused both by the War Relocation Author-
ity and by the Military Team when it was clear that their reasons for
changing were that they would not be released from the Center if their
"No's" remained. One case, not at all typieal, was that of a Kibel who
had answered to #27, "Yes, if I serve only on American soil."

6. It is quit e difficult to arrive at any definite percentages of
loyalty or disloyalty. This team Czptain has the impression that actual
and dangerous disloyalty will run, if and when it can be accurately checked,
not over 5% and perhaps as low as 3%; and that is not wishful thinking but
run on the same basis from 20 to 25%. The remainder are those who are "on | .
the fence® for one reason or the other. There is little danger of those
®"on the fence" becoming dangerous to the point of aiding the enemy if the
small per cent of disloyal Ban be removed as scon as possible from the Cen-
ters and put under an armed guard. The rest of them, certainly all the
loyal, and many of these who are still unsettled in mind may safely be
permitted leave. Those who remain should; by all meens, be put to =ome
useful and remunerative nork-remuneration to be dependent on their pro-
duction.
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS. &a. Segregate the small percentage of disloyal
end trouble makers, thus removing from the Centers the chief cause of dis-
loyalty and trouble. One of the existing Centers should be used for this
group, and it should, if possible, be & Center where some voluntary
farming can be developed.

- &

b. Do not publicize in the Centers or anywhere else more than is
absolutely necessary the removal from Centers of trouble mekers. The Team
Captain was informed on the day before departure that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation had removed two men guietly and without any publicity. That
method of dealing with trouble makers is the best way to deal with such
problems. The whole project does not "lose face® when disturbers are removed
without publicity; and the Mgrapevine®™ tskes care of getting the news around
more effectively than any news publicity will do it. There is no point to
getting the news of such removals to other Centers. The ones who would be
chastised by such news in other Centers are very few; resentment is bred
among those who are wavering; and the loyal ones are disturbed. These con-
clusions are the result of the reception of the news of the arresis at Gila
Eiver Relocation Center, which, incidently, was common knowledge smong many
of the evacuees before the Military Team or the War Relocation Authority
euthorities heard of it. But if there had been no newspaper publicity on that
removel, the full effect of such arrests would have been gained.

&« Remove immediately from the centers the definitely loyal. Get
them into productive work, 1nto war employment. Let them take their places
in Caucasian communities.

.d. Until the definitely loyal can be absorbed, get them into & Center
set aside for them where they will be together and apart from the small per-
centage of trouble mskers and disloyal. Give them something to do of & con-
structive nature, such as ferming or war production. Give lne Issel as much

appreciation and opportunity as the Nisei.

&. The draft should be introduced into the Centers immediately. If
for no other reason, the draft will give the evacuees a feeling of being a
part of the United States. The famillies and friends of the few Nisei who
are in the Army now are very proud of them and more outlspoken in thelr loy-
alty than the averags.

£. The remainder, who will be around 70% of the total now in the
Centers, should be kept in Centers and given ample opportunity to work at
some productive occupation.

_ g. Remove the restrictions on the sele of farm products to the Armmy,
thus giving those who wish to farm tQe feeling of contribution to the Nation
at War.

8 h. Increase the scope of farming to include cattle and hog raising as
well as soil cultivation.
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i. Most important of all, establish in each Center a fully equipped
Public Relations Department ang inecrease its scope to the giving of informe-
tion about our nation and its war effort. The chief fault of the Colorade
River Relocation Center was thet everyone there, War Relocation Authority
employees as well as evacuees, felt out of touch with the events of the pre-
ent day. The Public Relations Departments in the Centers are doing & good
Job, so far as they are able; but they are sadly handicapped by lack of
equipment. They should have modern printing presses snd adequate materials
for turning out newspapers of interest everywhere to everyone.

J. Set up a definite program of education of all evacuees with stress
on the meaning of democracy and the United States. The evacuees, as a whole,
ineluding the college and university graduates, are very ignorant of freedom
énd democracy. "Loyalty is & combination of impression,® and such impressions
can be controlled by education. '

. John H. Bolton,
1st Lt., C..P.,
Team Captain,
Colorado River Helocation Center.
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TULE LAKE RELOCATION CENTER

1st Lt. Evan W. Carroll, C.M.P.

Epu ]
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WASHINGTON

April 2, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR: Office of the Assistant Secretary of War
Room AE-886
Pentagon Building
Washington, D.C.

Attention: Captain John M. Hall

SUBJECT: Report of the Team Captain, Tule Lake Relocation
Center, Tule Lake, California,

1. The Tule Lake Team arrived at the project Sunday, February
8, 1943, completed duties and departed from Tule Lake Sawrday af ter-
noon, Mareh 13, 1943.

2« The population of the Tule Lake project as givén to the Team
Captain by the project statistician was 15,083 and broken down as fol-

lows:
Male citizens - 17 end over 2,969
Femele citizens - 17 and over 25794
Mzle aliens - 17 and-over 3,005
Female aliens - 17 and over 1,968

2,342 Forms 304~A from male citizens were completed up to the
time of our departure. A list was compiled of the 627 who failed or
refused to register - showing name, ege and housing number. Original
of this list was forwarded to the 0ffice of the Assistant Secretary
of War on March 13, 1943 and the duplicate copy was left with the
Project Director for handling as per Wer Relocation Authority diree-
tions.

54 wolunteers were secured.

Progress on other registration at the close of March 13, 1943 had
been very slow with only 2,036 female citizens, 750 mele eliens and
597 female aliens registered.

- 3. Preliminary meetings were held on londey snd Tuesday, Febraary
8 and 9 with the War Department message presented in mass meetings held
during the afternoon and evening of February 9, 1943. Registration
coumenced February 10, 1943, using the "block system™. OSchools were
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closed and all Caucasian teachers and assistant teachers (Japanese)
were used as registrars. The Military Team established separate
offices in the project for interviews.

This plan of registering was unsatisfactory and developments
were such that same was changed to a central registration on Feb-
ruary 18, 1943.

4. The Team Captain had many meetings with City Council (Nisei),
Planning Board (Issei), Block Managers and colonists of different blocks,
and I am attaching hereto a list of questions asked in these different
meetings, and answers and clarification demanded before they would agree
to register.

5. It is the opinion of the Team Captain that the Planning Board
as well as the City Council was obstructing the registration program
and positive proof was secured of the Planning Board obstruction to the
male citizens completing the Form 304-A. (The City Council and Planning
Board f.';mlly resigned en masse, but was again functioning upon our de-
parture

6. The mission of the Team finally developed in securing registra~
tion which made it very difficult to obtain volunteers under such a pro-
gram. Pressure of all kinds was brought to bear on the registrants of
military age to give a negative answer to question 27 and in ho way dis-
cuss volunt®ering.

The difficulties encountered and the resistance to the entire regis-
tration program is derivative of the condition which has existed in the
project through the Planning Board and the City Council. There have been
strikes or cessation of work in a number of departments for several months.
I, the Team Captain, could find no record of disciplinary action being
taken by the Froject Director or any arrests or removals from the project
since the beginning of the center. Further investigation developed that
some guspected leaders in agitation against registration had been involved
in previous difficulties; namely, one Junichi Numura, age 67, who was ar-
restedand placed in jail following a mass meeting, at which time Numura
was given the floor for a question and delivered an address in Japanese,
the inference of which was further agitation against registration. Records
will disclose that Fumura had been a disturbing element for seWeral months.
Numura was removed to San Francisco, California for an enemy alien hearing.

7. There was a strong Kibei group who were actively disloyal, intimi-
dating and doing violence to thoes who ordinarily would have been coopera=-
tive in registering. Twelve of these were jailed March 1, 1943 for being
involved in One beating and one attempted assault of two loyal evacuees,
These twelve pleaded guilty and received only light jail sentences in lodoe
County, California. A screening process of this Kibei group who refused to
register resulted in 75 being removed from the project toc a Fish and Game
Division Camp taken over for t his purpose.
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Aided by the Military Police Escort Guard Company, 28 evacuees from
Block 42 were removed to the Fish and Came Division Camp for failing to
register, after staging a demonstration and presenting a petition, a copy
of which is attached.

8. A general strike by the Japanese was called for Monday, February
22, 1943 in opposition to this approval and a general disapproval of regis-
tration. Although most labor gradually reported to work in a few days,
some departments were still out on Marech 13, 1943.

These incidents and others could be reported to show the reasons for
such a low number of volunteers and the failure to complete registration.
Those volunteering were threatened and, if living with their parents or
family, they were also threatened.

9. The Internal Security Division of this project was inadequate
and no protection was afforded those evacuees who registered, volunteered
or otherwise cooperated in the program. Incidents of same could be enumer-
ated to furtheg substantiate a recommendation.

10. The evacuees were very resentful of the evacuation program and
the objections to registration develpped into a bartering, howling, yelping,
et cetera, and as a result of various meetings and observations during our
tour at Tule Lake, I wish to report that there is a very definate plan and
program under way by the evacuees, in the hands of a delegated group, to
prepare a case and substantiate same for damage claimed as a result of
losses sustained by the evacuees.

In the opinion of the Team Captain and concurred in Uy all members of
the Team, it is belisved that 3Selective Service should be reinstituted in
this project for the following reasons:

2. Definite attempts were made by most of the male citizens to
aveid any future possibility of their being drafted by openly
statingz their disloyalty to the United States.

b. A number of loyal citizens who wished to serve in the Armed
Forces, could not volunteer due to pressure and threats from
an active disloyal group.

There was a large percentage of the evacuees in the same project who
desired to repatriate, some of whom had never been to Japan, This ssemed
to be based either on disloyalty or else complete lack of hope in regard
to their future in the United States. However, froma pratical view-
point, with a2 rush to repatriate, during this program, it was also to avoid
registration since the War Relocation Authority had announced that those
who had filed for repatriation would not be required to register.

A segregation policy should be adopted in this project:
a. Male citizens who have not or will not register.

b. Trials for violence, trials for interfering with recruiting.
¢. Disloyal ones to internment camp.



