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TO : . G, O, 442 RCT, AP0 464, US Army (Attention £-3)

1. In compliance with liemorsndum, Hqotrs 442 RCT, dated 18
July 1945, pertaining to Operational Reports, the following reports
are hereby submitte de.

PTRST BATTLE OF BELVEDERE .

On the 25th of June, 1944, the 100th Infantry Bn (Separate)
moved into their forwsrd sssembly area neer the town of Suvereto sfter
e merch of approximstely 13 miles from their bivouac =2rea. At 0600
hours, 6 June 1944, the regiment received an attack order to tzke the
strongly defended town of Belvedere, dominating the Suvereto Sasseta
highway. The 2nd Bn was to pass through the 142nd Inf Regt =nd the
3rd to take over the 517th Parachute Regiment sector while the 100th
Bn remeined in rese rve,

The 100th Bn moved oult of their assembly zrea =t 0630 hours, znd
efter a march of spproximstely six milee, recched the reserve ares
south of Belvedere =t 1130 hours. No sooner had the Bn srrived at
their srea when it was committed to m-ke zn =tteck. The jump off time
wes set at 1200, _

Despite the very short notice, the Bn Commender m=de hie plans
and oriented his compsny commenders by mop study of the area., There
wes no time for & thorough ground reconnaissance.,

At 1200 hours, the Bn moved out with the Bn in columm of Compenies,
with B Co le=ding, followed by A Co, Commsnd group, C Co (in reserve)
and the 81lmm Mortar platoon. HMG pl=toons we re attzched to the two
leading compsnies. '

Following the route as shown on the =ttached sketch, the two les
companie s advanced esst of Belvedere and reached a2 high noint northesst
of the tovm. When zdvenced elements (scouts of B Co) neared this high
ground, they found severzal eneny telephone lines which they immediately
cut and found thet the enemy hed =an OP on this hill. Pinding that their
communication lines hed been severed, the ene my personnel fled in the
direction of the tovm of selvedere. Upon resching this high ground,

B Co located o large enemy force ineluding tanks, helf tracks, trucks,
enemy vehicles of 211 types and on enemy battery of SP howitzers which
wes firing on friendly troovs to the southesst.

Uneble to secure prompt zrtillery fire on the eneny, the C.0., of
B Co innnedig-tely cent his 2nd vl-toon dovm the dr=w to clesn out tre

batte ry of 8p howitzers, with cunnorting fire from the light m=chine
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gun sectdon. 2nd platoon wes followed by the tThird echeloned to the
left recr. The first platoon followed up as compeny reserve echeloned
to the right rear.

The third nletoon deployed on the high ground overlooking the
road junction to give covering fire to the 2nd platoon. The 2nd
platoon then moved forward snd with excellent fire =nd movement,
ceptured the entire battery of EP howitzers numbering three guns
located on the west side of the rozd running to Sasseta., The third
platoon then swung left and took pocitions on the high ground over—
looking the secondery road running northwest from the town of
Belvedere. With the two platoons in position, the Bn now controlled
the entire roazd network leading out of the town. lecnwhile, the first
platoon e xecuted = very shorp flanking movement and proceeded to enter
the town from the Northwest., /fter a fierce firefight in which they
knocked out and captured two G positions and several mnipers with
machine pistols, the firet platoon entered and occunied the northern
half of the town. From their positions, the third plstoon, upon
locating enemy movement near = house to their immediste front, dis-
patched = sgwad to take the instellations, covered by the rest of the
platoon. This squad successfully attacked and took this enemy position
which turmned out to be a Co CP znd cavntured two half trscks srmed with
machine guns, a truck snd eleven jeeps. This scved was then fired on
by a lerk IV tenk which was successfully knocked out by a bazooks tesnm
working with the scusd. During the sttack, seversl of the vehicles
tried to eserpe but they were shot un by BAR fire from positions in
the 2nd plstoon esector. /ifter clesming u- eeversl enemy positions,
the second pl:stioon moved over to the right to sunvort A Co which was
then in position toattack the high ground to the northwest of the towm,
The 3rd pbatoon also moved over to tie in with the cecond =nd took
up defensive pogitions. At 1530 one platoon of C Co was committed to
take up positions between the tovm znd the left flank of the 3rd
platoon, comnleting a defense against vpossible counter =ttacke. Heovy
mechine gune were =ent down 0 the 3rd and 2nd platoon arezs to take
up positions. Shortly afterwards, & columm of enemy personnel wog
sighted merching on the road to the south of Belvedere. The hesvy
machine guns immedistely onened up, firing at an approximate renge of
800 y ards =nd completely routed this enewy formation, inflicting
heavy casuslties. '

Meanwhile, to completely seal =11 escape routes to the north snd
northweet, A Co was @rdered to execute a flenking movement. The C. O.
of 4 Co, maeuvering his comveny to the right of B Co sent hie let
platoon northwards along the rosd on the eest side end th: 2nd nlatoon
on t@e west side, keeping his third nlatoon in recerve. Totx piatoons
ren 1nto.ver hezvy fire from mrchine gun positions,
Ei:rgfnfi?e "nd movement, they kmocked out =11 enemy

@ tne Bn CP =nd motor pool,

but with e€xcellent
resistsnee ang
To trep the enemy, the 3rd nlatoon
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was sent on a wide encircling movement from the left. Thie campletely
cut off 211 routes of esccpe =nd sefter & brief firefight, the motor
pool was c-ptured =nd much ecuipment =nd persommel were ceptured.

By 1700 hours, % Co had fought ite way into the towm of Mickelino,
2djoining Belvedere -nd hed overcome =lmost 21l enemy resigtance., The
successful sttcek by the bett-lion comnletely routed the enemy and they
retre: ted in disorder. The battalion wzes then reorgenized =nd »ur-
sued the enemy further north. No recistsznce wes met =nd the battzlion
moved into a defensive position in the vicinity of Pisciarello, on
high ground overlooking Sasseta.

The battelion remsined in this defensive position for the night
of the 26th. The following morning =t 1030 hours, orders were received
to stteck the town of Sasseta. A4t 1200 hours, the Bn moved out with
4 Co along the main rosd leading into the towm, C Co on the right, snd
B Co following A Co. This attack was preceded by = prepzrstory fire
by the 522nd /rtillery and ok hecvy mortars’ ° ¢ Co entered the town
from the south zs A Co worked around from the west =nd northwest. ~fter
silencing severzl machine guns and snipers, C Co entered the towm =nd
occupied the southernm portion of the twon., A Co then entered fram the
left end left rear =nd clezned out sccttered enemy recistance. By
2100 hours the town was completely clezned out of enemy personnel end
a road block was cecurely set up at the norther entrasnce to the town.
The following d=y, the battzlion movedihe northern outekirts of the
town =nd took up defensive nositions, covering the network of rozds
lezding north fram Saesete,

In oper=ztions sgeinst t e enemy on the 26th =nd 27th of June, 1944,
the Battelion h:d killed a knowntotel of 178 Germsn S8 troops, wounded
20, and captured 86 of the enemy. A sumsry of ceptured vehicles and
guns is as follows: & trucks, 19 jeeps, 13 motorcycles, 2 AT guns,

5 tenks, 3 horsedrawn carts, 2 commsnd cers, 2 h=lf tracks, 1 8lmm
morter. One Bn CP including redios, meps, etc. was cep tured inteet.
Dozens of small srms, machine guns, end mechine pistols, with
thousends of rounds of ammmition were slso token. Our coasuslties
included 4 killed, one DOW, and 16 wounded.

SADAMT KATAHARA
Capt., Infentry
£=3
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