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On % April 1945, the 442d Inf
and remained attached to 92d Infantry Division for operations.
The order received by division was' to attack North, in its zone,
from the coast East to the Serchio Valley, with the objective of
capturing Mount Belvedere (9401), Mount Brugiana (9105), clearing
the coastal area south of the Frigido River and continuing the
advance to La Spezia, The 4424 Infantry (232d Engineer (Combat)
Company attached) was assigned the sector east of Highway Number 1,
consisting of a long hog-back mountainous ridge, hereafter called
"Folgorito Ridge," which reaches an elevation of 4,850 feet and runs
North and South from Vallechia to Genoa. It dominates the flat
coastal plain west of Highway Number 1 and approaches the key cities
of Massa and Cararra from the southeast.

\
The regiment was supported by the 599th Fleld Artillery

Battalion, the 329th Field Artillery Battalion, first platoon,
B Company, 895th Tank Destroyer Battalion, B Company, 84th Chemical
lortar Battalion (4.2 mortars), and the Assault Guns of the 758th
Tank Battalion.

Preparations for the attack included the issuance of light
machine guns in lieu of the heavy guns in the weapons companies.
Only two or three 8lmm mortars were carried per weapons company
and all battalion reserve and support elements carried extra mortar
ammunition. These decisions were dictated by the terrain and
anticipated supply difficulties.

The regimental plan of attack called for the 100th Battalion
to assault frontally from the south, while the Third Battalionm,
making an undetected approach march, was to envelope Mount Frogolito
from the east and north. Both the importance and danger of this
move by the Third Battalion were fully apprecigted at regimental
and division headquarters. It was recognized that secrecy and
surprise were vital to the operation. If discovered the battalion
would be caught in single file on the slopes of a bare, almogt
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perpendicular, coverless, ridge with no striking force against an
emplaced enemy and with other enemy forces able to observe the
battalion from its right rear in daylight. Artillery support was
impractical. On the other hand, if the battalion, or even a size-
able part of it, were able to gain tThe ridge undetected the tactical
advantage would be worth the heart-breaking labor necessary to

reach the objective. :

The least likely and most difficult avenue of approach was
deliberately chosen. Our forces held a salient into the enemy lines
on a ridge extending South from Mount+Altissimoe and parallel to, and
to the Zast of, Folgorito Ridge on the slopes of which is located
the village of Azzano (978991). The battalion would be able to move
into the salient, down into the valley and up the slope of Folgorito
Ridge by moving west Excellent executlon and luck both played
their part in delivering success in a battle of miracles."

In the event the flanking movement were unsuccessful it was
plenned to infiltrate the Third Battalion back to Azzano into
regimental reserve and utilize the Second Battalion, either in a
flanking movement around the left flank of the ridge, or to pass
through or reinforce the 100th Battalion, as the situation dictated.

The distances and mountainous terrain involved compelled the
movement of the Third Battalion into a forward assembly area well
prior to the time of the attack.at Azzano. Thls locatlion had the
advantage of being on the flank of the enemy position and permitted
the entire battalion to make a visual reconnaissance of the route
to the objective. The demands of secrecy dictated the movement of
the battalion and all its supplies under cover of darkness the
second night before the atbtack and the absolute restriction of any
movement Wlthin the village during the day. The village was in full
view of the enemy on dominating terrain in three directions. The
manner of execution is sufficiently evidenced by the fact that the
enemy did not discover the presence of this large force, a point
made clear by prisoners.

One company of the Third Battalion was to move along the ridge
of Mount Cerreta and join with the 100th Battallon, another to
attack Mount Carchio. The Second Battalion was placed in regimental
reserve., H=hour was 0500 hours, 5 April 1945.

Under cover of darkness on the third the 100th Battalion moved
up to an assembly area in the vicinity of Vallechia. The Third
Battalion moved by truck to Pietrasanta, and then marched eight
miles over mountailnous uphill terrain to its assembly area. Twenty-
five casualties were sustained in the Third Battalion when men fell
of f the steep trail. The regimental command post was established
in Vallechia at 2140 hours, 3 April 19405.
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S April 1945 (

100th Battalion: : % {,f;f:“%

At 0455 hours a ten- minute artillery concentration was dlfwted
at enemy positions on "Georgia" (966970), "Ohio 1" (963975), "Ohio
2" (963977), and "Ohio 3" (963979). At 0500 hours A Company crossed
the line of departure (967968). B Company, plus the machine gun
platoons of D Company, served as a base of fire. C Company was in
battalion reserve in rear of B Company. A Company soon capbtured
the crest of "Georgia” after passing through a heavily mined area
but was unable to advance against the reverse-slope positions of
"Georgla." C Company was committed on the left flank. Both com-
panies, however, were pinned down by artillery, mortar, and auto-
matic weapons fire from the northern slopes of "Georgia." The
forward companies dug in at 2345 hours and patrols were sent out.

A German counterattack of platoon strength was repulsed at 0045
hours.

Battalion casualties: Fourteen killed and fifty-six wounded.

Enemy losses: Fourteen killed, two captured. Several bunkers
and machine gun nests destroyed and neutralized.

- Third Battelion:

Companies I and L departed from Azzano at 042300, Company K
remained in Azzano as reserve., The leading companies reached the
line of departure (ridge-line between Mount Folgorito and Mount
Carchio) at 050500. The climb to the line of departure consisted
of scaling in single file and on hands and knees a 3,0u0 foot peak
without the benefit of a trall durling most of the journey. The dif-
ficulties of the trail are graphically illustrated by the fact that
it was necessary to establish twelve litter relay points between
the top and the bottom of the rildge to effectuate evacuation. At
ObUO hours Company L swung south to attack lMount Folgorito and

Company I contacted the enemy on Mount Carchio to the north. The
progress of these two companies was held up by snipers and machine
gun fire. These were reduced and nightfall found Company L 300
yards from the base of lount Folgorito and Company I at the base of
Mount Carchio. Both companies dug defensive positions for the night.
The surprise of the enemy was complete. An enemy machine gun was
found on the crest of the ridge unmanned with sixteen sleeping
Germans in a nearby dug-out. That the heavy preparatory barrage
did not alert the enemy can only be attributed to the fact that he
had been lulled into a sense of security by the dally heavy barrages //
laid on his positions during the winter stalemate by the 924 Dlivision.
In addition, his communication was poor and what there was was soon
knocked out by the barrage. Company K was ordered to move up from
Azzano at 1000 hours and sustained one killed and twenty wounded in
a mortar barrage directed from Mount Altissimo. All supplies and
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armunition were hand-carried to the forward companies in a round
trip of fifteen hours and on a steep trail subjected to harassing
mortar fire.

Enemy losses: Undetermined number killed; fifteen captured;
one 75mm pack howitzer captured; two 75mm pack howitzers
destroyed; four machlne guns plus other automatic weapons,
rifles grenades and ammunition captured.

Second Battalion:

In reserve in the vicinity of Vallechia. The attack having gone
according to plan and the position secured the battalion at 2130
hours moved out to follow the route of the Third Battalion around the
flank towards liount Carchio to protect the north flank of the
regiment on the ridge. It utilized the same route previously used
by the Third Battalion. '

Antitenk Company:

: Two platoons were attached to the Third Battaliion and one
platoon to the 100th Battalion as carrying parties.

Cannon Company:

Emplaced in the vicinity of Ripa the company fired 650 rounds
in direct support of the day's operations.

Hecapitulation: At least thirty enemy killed; twelve log bunkers
and one machine gun destroyed; thirteen prisoners taken,
including one officer. Prisoners were from the 28lst
Regiment, 148th Division.

6 April 1945

The regiment was ordered to hold the positions taken 5 April;
to make a limited attack to the north; to clean out the pocket of
enemy remaining between the 100th and the Third Battalions. In
compliance with these instructions the 100th Battalion was ordered
to push North, the Third Battalion to move South to Mount Cerreta,
and the Second Battalion, expected atop the ridge in the early morn-
ing after an all-night climb, to capture Mount Belvedere (948015).

100th Battalion:

at 05%u hours, Company B began a wide flanking move aground the
left of Company C. A Company and C Company assisted B Company by
fire., The going was difficult against a well-emplaced and determined
enemy and alr support was requested. At 0930 hours four Thunderbolts
supported the attack with bombs, strafing, and rockets. Ideal air-
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ground liaison was accomplished in this attack. The battalion com-
mander, at a ground observation post, had the enemy positions in
full view. He had direct wire communication with the regimental
command post which, in turn, hed wire communication with the "Rover
Joe" ground radio which had direct radio contact with attacking
planes. The pilots were instructed as to the location of the targets
relative to their flight during the actual dive. The results were
most gratifying and illustrative of what can be done under ideal
conditions. An artillery barrage followed and Companies C and B
attacked closely and.captured their objectives ("Ohio 1," "2," and

. "3"), suffering no casualties and finding a stunned and dazed enemy.
Company B then attacked and captured "Rocky Ridge" (962973), a nose
extending to the West, Company A remained in battallon reserve.
Contact was made between the two battalions on Mount Cerreta at 1500
hours and the main enemy position was breken. At 2000 hours the
enemy was detected massing in the vicinity of Strettoia (949969) for
an attack to the southeast. This concentratlion was successfully
dispersed by artillery fire,

Battalion casualties: Sixteen killed and forty-six wounded.

Enemy losses: Twenty killed; ninety-two prisoners taken; three
ammunition and ration dumps captured; fifteen machine guns,
one light mortar, a large number of rifles, 2,000 grenades,
bazooka shells, schu mines, and other equipment captured.

Third Battalion:

The battalion order called for Company L to continue South to
contact the 100th Battalion along a ridge easily defended, dis-
advantageous to the attacker and defended by bunkers and dugouts
its entire length, Company L made contact after a day-long and
intense firefight. Company K, following Company L, set up a defens-
ive position midway between lMount Folgorito and Mount Cerreta.
Company I moved into position to the north of Company K and the
battaiion dug in for the night, That night an Italian carrying
party of 100 e¢ivilians deserted and threw away the battallon's
rations, ammunition and other supplies which they carried necessitat-
ing the constitution of a new carrying party and twelve hours delay
in delivery. :

Battalion casualties: Three killed and nineteen wounded,

lnemy losses: An uncounted number killed, eleven prisoners,
one 50 caliber machine gun, eight rifles, hand grénades,
and an ammunition dump captured,

Second Battalion:

The battalion contacted the Third Battallon on the eastern
slopes of Mount Carchio at 1100 hours after an eleven-hour climb

GQONEIBENTIAL
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up the side of the steep ridge. Company F was ordered to make a
limited attack and capture lMount Belvedere, the fall of which would
endanger the key enemy center of Massa and force him to tske

drastic action to avert a serious defeat. Mount Belvedere was the
dominant terrain feature to the North. Company F passed through
Company I at a point approximately 800 yards south of Mount Carchio.
Two small knolls between Mount Carchio and Mount Belvedere were

held by the enemy and were attacked and neutralized by one platoon
after a stiff firefight. The time thus consumed made it impractical
to continue the attack on Belvedere and the company dug in. The
bulk of the company was on the Eastern slopes of lount -Carchio.
Compuny E mopped up the Northern slopes of Mount Carchio and dug

in at 953014, Gomoany G was in battalion reserve on the south slone
of liount Carchio at 953000.

Shelling of the supply line necessitated the maintenasnce of a
smoke screen in the valley to the East of Folgorito Kidge. The
enemy had direct daylight observation of the route from Mount
. Altissimo., A smoke generator was used at the South end of the
valley and smoke pots at the North, or enemy, end. Constant
attempts by the enemy to knock out the smoke pots and Uenerator
were unsuccessful.

Enemy losses: Two killed, four captured, machine gun positions
and several snipers neutralized.

Cannon Company:
543 rounds fired in support of the regiment. .
fecapitulation: Hegimental casualties: Thirteen killed and

fifty-three wounded. Enemy casualties: 106 Germans cap~-
tured, including one company commander.

7 April 1845

The regiment was ordered to consolidate the positions taken on
the 5th and 6th and be prepared to continue the attack on order.

100th Battallion:

Company C consolidated i1ts positions on Mount Cerreta. Company
A took up defensive positions on the "Ohio" hills. B Company
remained on "Rocky Ridge'" and reverted to battalion reserve. Company
B sent a patrol to Strettola, which is in the valley to the West of
Folgorito Ridge, and occupied the town without opposition. The 370th
Infantry fegiment was contacted two hours later when they entered
the tTown.

No casualties were suffered during the day.
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Enemy losses: Six prisoners.
Third Battalion:

Company K plus one platoon of Company I was ordered to make a
limited attack on enemy positions on Cle Piano. This 1s a spur
running West from lount Folgorito. The platoon of Company I reached
its objective but was unable to hold the ground. The platoon with-
drew and directed artillery fire on the enemy force. Company K
could not support the platoon because contact was lost due to the
thick mist, and because 1t was in contact with other enemy elements
in the vicinity of Strinato after making a wide flanking movement
to the South where it captured four 80mm mortars. The battalion
was running short of rations due to the jettisoning of the supplies
by the Italian carrying party on the previous night. Half rations
were issued at 1400 hours. '

Enemy losses: Four killed, thirty-two prisoners, three machine
guns, four 80mm mortars and a large ammunition supply
dump captured,

Battalion losses: One killed in action, three wounded.

Second Battalion:

Company F continued the attack on liount Belvedere at 0700 hours
with Company E in support on the west slopes of Mount Carchio and
Company G in battalion reserve. liount Belvedere is a large, high,
flat-topped mountain, 2,770 feet high with four knolls set as the
corners of a rough square. Company F took the first knoll (948015)
and advanced on the second knoll (Hill 890). The company met heavy
machine gun and sniper fire. The knoll was finally captured at
1800 hours. The town of Montignoso was bombed with good results
through "Rover Joe," again using ground observation communication to
the attacking pilots.. A threstened counterattack was broken up by
this bombardment.

Battalion casualties: Two killed and eleven wounded.

Enemy casualties: Forty-nine captured, an unknown number killed
and wounded.

Cannon Company:
Fired 504 rounds in support of the operations.
Antitank Company:

Two platoons were relieved from attachment to the Third Battalion
and were attached to the Second Battaiion as litter bearers.

Recapitulation: Regimental casualties: Eleven killed and sixty-
one wounded.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Enemy casualties: Forty-six captured.

8 April 1945

The division order called for a continuation of the attack.
The 100th Battalion was ordered to clear its zone and the Second
Battalion to remain in its present positions, to protect the exposed
right flank of the regiment, and to be prepared to continue the attack
to the North. The Third Battalion was ordered to continue its attack
toward the West along Cle Piano and contact the 473d Infantry. Fur-
ther Northward movement was delayed pending the advance of the unit
on the left. The terrain was such at this point that the enemy could
easlly bring pressure on the open right flank of the regiment.

100th Battalion:
The battalion was in regimental reserve.

Company € garrisoned lount Carchic. Company A occupied Mount
Folgorito. Company B occuplied the area from liount Folgorito teo
Mount Cerreta and sent a combat patrol to clear the area to the
West., In the afternoon the battalion again displaced forward.
Company A moved to lount Carchio and Nount Belvedere, Company B

moved to Mount Folgorito and lMount Carchio and Company C to liount
Belvedere,

Battalion casualties: None.
Enemy losses: Two prisoners captured.
Third Battalion:

Company K cleared Cle Piano and Company I, on the right, moved
on Vietino (947998). Compsny L occupied Montignoso and the battalion
moved into Montignoso from the ¥ast. The battalion suffered no
casualties,

Second Battalion:

Compeny F resumed its attack on Mount Belvedere at 0645 hours.
The enemy was t aken by surprilse and the mountain occuped by 0830
hours. Compeny G was ordered to move through Company F and attack
Hill 381, and Cle Tecchionl (922007) and secure the left flank of
the battalion. The attack was launched at 1200 hours moving into
stubborn resistance from the Kesselring Machine Gun Battalion. The
objective was taken at 2000 hours and an enemy counterattack
repulsed at 2300 hours.

Company E was ordered to attack Altagnana (937035) on the North
slope of Mount Belvedeére which they did without opposition and one
platoon occupied the objective at 1800 hours.
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Company F was ordered to attack and capture Pariana (928025)
on the same slope and to the West of Altagnana.- Upon approaching
the town they met two enemy reconnaissance cars and one tank which
stopped their advance. Due to a "party line” communication between
company commanders, machine gun, mortar, and small arms fire was
brought to bear on the enemy vehicles by Company E to the East and
a group of lItalian Partisans forcing them to withdraw. Upon entering
Parlana a heavy concentration of enemy artillery was laid on the
town forcing Company F to withdraw to the outskirts and set up
defensive positions for the night. The next morning the enemy
vehicles were again in the town, but were driven off by antitank
grenades and bazooka fire of Company F.

Battalion casualties: Three killed and eleven wounded.

Enemy losses: Forty-two killed, thirty-six captured, nine
machine guns captured, and four 50mm mortars captured.

Ceannon Company:

260 rounds were fired in support of the regiment. One man was
killed when a truck overturned.

Antitank Company:

Attachments were relieved and reverted to company control at
. Pletrasanta, '

Other actions: Enemy mortars on Mount Altissimo (985029) were
Jbrought under fire by 155mm rifles. These mortars had
been subjecting the Second and Third Battalion supply
lines to very intense fire since 5 April 1945,

Recapitulation: Regimentsel casualties: Three killed and
: eleven wounded.

Enemy casualties: Forty-two killed and thirty-eight captured.

9 April 1945

The division ordered the regiment to capture lount Bruglana
(914052), protect the division right flank, establish blocks at
961053 and 941063 and send contact patrols to the front. In execu-
tion of this directive regiment ordered the 1lU0th Battalion to occupy
the high ground from lMount Cerreta to Mount Belvedere with one
company, the rest of the battalion to be assembled as regimental
reserve. The Second and Third Battallons were to continue the attack
to the South bank of the Frigido River, seize the Frigido River line,
and be prepared to move on Hill 547 (901044). The Antitank Company
was ordered to establish the blocks.

AL
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100th Battalion:

The battalion remsined in its defensive positions. Company B
was relieved by Company G, 370th Infantry, at 921007 and moved to
positions between Mount Carchio and MNount Belvedere.

Second Battallon: -

The battalion resumed the attack at 0700 hours. Pariana was
selzed by F Company, eliminating the r emaining elements of the
Kesselring lachine Gun Battalion. Leading elements moved to the
Frigido River and dug in. Companies E and F sent patrols across the
Frigido River that night while G Company reverted to battalion reserve
when relleved by elements of the Third Battalion at.1700 hours.

Enemy losses: Company F killed seventy-seven and captured .
seventy-five (including three officers). One house filled
with ammunition, four 50mm mortars, numerous msps, documents,
sixteen machine guns, and twelve 50mm mortars were captbured
or destroyed. Two half-track vehicles which were in
Pariana were damaged but escaped.

Battalion casuslties: Two killed and four wounded.
Third Battalion:

The battalion moved out in a column of companles with K Company
in the lead followed by I and L Companies. Strong resistance was
encountered on Cle Tecchione by K Company. I Company continued the
attack to the Frigido Kiver. They reached a point two miles South

of the river by nightfall.

snemy losses: K Company killed sixty and captured twenty men
and four machine guns. I Company captured ten machine
guns, six machine pistols, a truck-load of ammunition, and

an gmmunition dump.
Battalion casusalties: Four wounded.

Cannon Company:
1,245 rounds were fired in support of the regiment.

Other operations: Highway Number 1 was opened as a supply route
to the forward battalions thus easing a very tense supply
and evacuation problem. It was evident that the heavy
losses sustained by the enemy were forcing him to withdraw
to the so-called "Green Line." The regimental command
post moved to Montignoso (935994).

Recapitulation: Hegimental casualties: Two killed and ten
wounded. :




TP/ awa VHVNE Ag
Y wge QU Arewy

5
3 | L " Tqauissviona

=

"Operational Report," Hq 442d CT, APO 464, US Army, Contd.

rnemy casualties: 131 killed and ninety-five wounded;
thirty-six captured.

10 April 1945

The regiment was ordered to continue the attack. The 100th
Battalion was placed in regimental reserve in the vicinity of Mount
Belvedere, one company to garrison Mount Carchio. The Second and
Third Battalions were ordered to continue their attacks to the North.

100th Battalion:

Remained in a defensive position ﬁntil 1600 hours. At 1830 hours
the battalion, minus A Company, moved to Altagnana and Antona (944-
038), 4 Company garrisoned Mount Belvedere and Mount Carchio. Scat-

tered enemy forces came into the battalion lines to surrender during
the d ay.

Battalion losses: None.
Enemy captured: Unknown,
Second Battalion:

An attack was launched on lMount Brugiana which was taken with-
out opposition at 1250 hours by Companies E and F.

Battalion casusglties: Seven wounded in action.
Third Battalion:

The battalion moved on itsobjectives--Berglola Foscalina (898-
050) and the western part of Mount Brugiana which were seigzed with-
out opposition at 1000 hours.

Battaiion casualties: Two killed and two wounded.
Cennon Company:

Fired 200 rounds from poslitions in the vicinity of Montignoso.
Antitank Company:

Established road blocks along the r egimental right flank at
Forno (942066) and Gronda (962054). The roads were swept by the
mine platoon.

Summary: The anticipated stand of the enemy on the north bank
of the Frigido did not materialize and little opposition
was encountered within the sector.
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Recapltulation: Regimental c asualties: Two killed and nine
wounded.,
tnemy casualties: " Unknown.

11 April 1945

The regiment was ordered to continue the advance. The 100th
Battaiion was ordered to attack Colonnata (923072), the Second Bat~-
talion to garrison Mount Brugiana, and the Third Battalion to occupy
Mount Brugiana and Hill 547 (900046) and support the attack of the
100th and Second Battalions.

100th Battalion:
Company A (minus one platoon on Mount Carchio) rejoined the
100th Battalion. The battalion ¢ aptured Colonnata without opposition,

capturing twenty-two prisoners. A combat patrol was sent to Cesette
(917052). Two casualties resulted from enemy artillery fire.

Second Battalion:

Company G was ordered to garrison Mount Brugiana., Company E
and Company F captured Bedizzano (899061) and Belgia (905067) at
1100 hours. No opposition was encountered.

Battalion losses: None,

Third Battalion:

Company L moved into Carrara, and the town was s ecured with the
ald of the Partisans. Company K sent elements to Terano (822079),
Sorgnano (872076), and Gragnana (868088). Company I moved to Bergi-

ola Foscglini (898049) to protect the battalion's rear. No opposi-
tion was encountered.

Antitank Company:
Continued to protect the regimental right flank,
2324 Engineer Company:

The engineers had four bulldozers destroyed by mines while
clearing roads within the sector.

Hecapitulation: Hegilmental casualties: Two wounded:

Enemy casualties: Unknown number killed, twenty-two
captured.

12 April 1945

The regiment w as ordered to consolidate its newly-won pvositions.

coliimm: »:
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100th Battalion:

Positions were consolidated and contact was maintained with the
Antitank Company at Forno (942066). KElements on Mount Carchio were
relieved by troops of the 92d Division.

Second Battalion:

Company E moved to Codena (890062). One platoon remained on
Belgia. Company F in Bedizzano received s ome artillery fire. Com-
pany G moved to Mlseglla (894066). One platoon remained on Mount
Brugiana.

Third Battalion:

The battalion consolidated its positions. A small enemy counter-
attack at Gragnana was broken up. Two Germans were killed and two
were taken prisoner. An outpost was established at Castelpoggio.

The supply route from Massa to Carrara was subjected to heavy artil-
lery fire.

Antitank Company:

Units protect the regimental right flenk received some mortar
fire.

- Recapitulation: The regimental command post moved f rom lontig-
noso to Pariana. Unsuccessful efforts were made to d rop supplies to
elements of the 100th Battalion by air. This was necessitated by
the heavily mined roads in the area. Fartisans turned 256 German
prisoners over to the regiment.

Regimental casualties: None.,
Enemy casualties: Two killed, two captured.

13 April 1945

The regiment w as ordered to continue the advance to Mount Pizza-
cuto. ' The 100th Battalion was ordered to assemble in the vicnity of
Gragmana, the Second Battalion to attack Mount Pizzacuto and g arrison
Gabellacia (881112), la Pizza (868115), and Uccelliera (896102), and
the Third Battalion to assemble in Carrara as regimental reserve.

100th Battalion:

The 100th Battalion, minus Company C, which remained at Colonnata,
moved to vieinity of Gragnana. Heavy enemy artillery fire killed two
and wounded twelve.

At 1300 hours Company C was ordered to clear the ridge-line run-
ning west of Gragnana to the towns of Ortonova and Castelnuovo to
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support the forward movement of 473d Infantry Regiment on the left.
Hills 574 and 580 on the ridge were thought clear but found to be
strongly occupled by a by-passed enemy force. Two platoons of Com-
pany C attacked H1ll 580 and one platoon tried to take Hill 574 but
both forces met stiff enemy resistance and made little progress.
Darkness settled in and further plans of attack were postponed until
the following d ay. !

Company B was ordered to Castelpoggio at 2000 hours to protect
- Second Bgttalion's"northern flank.

Recagpitulation: Battalion casualties: Two killed and seven
wounded.
Enemy losses: Unknown.

Second Battalion:

Company E garrisoned Gubellacis, la Pizza, and Uccelllera.
Company G and Company F moved to the East to attack Mount Pizzacuto
from the flank. They were unable to reach the objective prior to
dark. After dark Company B was moved to Castelpogglo to protect
the battalion's north flank and reinforce the battalion command group
occupying the town.

Recapitulation: Battalion casuglties: Threew ounded.
Regimental command post moved to Carrara. 1,300 rounds of
artillery fell in regimental sector during the day.

Regimental casualties: Two killed, eleven wounded.
Snemy casualties: Unknown.

14 April 1945

The continuation of the attack was ordered. Company B was
attached to the Second Battalion and the battalion ordered to resume
the attack, the 1l00th and Third Battalions to stay in position,

100th Battalion:

Company C jumped off to renew the attack on Hills 574 and 580
and behind coordinated fire support had seized the hills and the
ridge-line by 1200 hours. After relief Company C later that day was
ordered into battalion reserve in the town of Castelpoggio. In the
assault on These two hills the company suffered six killed and twe
wounded,

Company B reverted to control of the 100th Battalion at 1830
hours, Company A moved one p.atoon to the high ground West of
Gragnana to protect the left flank of the bgttalion.
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Hecapitulation: Battalion casualties: Twelve killed and two
wounded.

hirty-five killed, eight wounded and

of

Bnemy casualties: T
ene prisgoner,

Second Battallon:

The forward command group of the battalion plus one section of
B8lmm mortar, was located at Castelpoggio with B Company attached.

Company B had arrived at Castelpoggio under cover of darkness.
Company B was in position with one platieon facing North, one platoon
facing West and one platoon in support., The Germans, completely
unaware of Company B's presence, and thinking that only the command
group was 1n the town, attacked in battallon strength at UbB30 hours
under cover of a heavy fog. Coming down the vﬁllpy from the North
and cutting around a cemetary the enemy advanced to within thir+v
yards before the outposts detected them. The first burst of ire
kllled the enemy company commander and scattered the forces. Ten
enemy infiltrsted into the town but they were driven off and a few
killed. After a half-hours' firefight which saw a heavy exchange of
ammunition the attackers were forced to withdraw and fled up the hills
to the East and to the North where they were caught under fire by our
forces 1n the town, Companies G and I on the ridge to the Fast and by
Company H's 8lmm mortars. The enemy was in complete route and many
were captured when theyv ran into the lines of Companies ¥ and G.
They had a short respite from the heavy fire when they attempted to
use -red cross flags to excape. The use was discovered and the
heavy fire conalﬁued. he enemy suffered at least thirty-five
killed, 150 captured and.an unknown number of wounded, The force
suffered alx~killed and six wounded during this operation.

Company G econtinued the attack on Mount Pizzacuto and galned
the objective by 0800 hours. Twelve Germans were killed and fifty-
four captured. Two 20mm guns and -one machine gun were captured.

Third Battalion:

Company I was ordered to occupy La Bandita(857081) and the
ridge was taken after a stiff firefight, Company I suffered one man
killed and eight wounded. An undetermined number of the enemy were
kiiled. :

Antitank Company: g '

Hoad blocks at Grondo and Forno were relieved by elements of
the 475d Infantry. Six Fascist prisoners were taken by the Anti-
~

tank Company prior to its relief. One platoon relieved Company C
at Colannata. :

Recapitulation: Regimental casuulties. Seven killed and
fourteen wuunde'-- Y
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Recaplitulstion: HEnemy losses: Twenty-three prisoners were
taken during the day and at least thirty-five enerv were
killed.

15 April 1945

The regiment resumed the attack, The 1.0th Battalion was
ordered to relieve elements of thé Second Battalion on Mount Pizza-
cuto, the Second to attack Hill 7u6 (8581u7) and Third to reconnoiter
and prepare for a night attack to the West. ;

100th Battelion:

Company A relieved Companies H and F on lMount FPizzacuto. Com-
pany C attacked Hill 574 (857091). The objective was attained after
a fight and an attack launched against Hill 570, The company was
pinned down by self-propelled and small arms fire and dug in short
of the objective., Company B remained at Castelpoggioc. Two prisoners
were taken by Company C. '

Recapitulation: Battalion casualties: Nine wounded.
Second Battalion:

Fort Bastione (838107) which had offered stiff resistance the
day before, was subjected to an aerial attack and taken by Company

'G attacking from Mount Fizzacuto. All but a few of the enemy had
withdrawn frem the fort.

Fort Bastione is situated on the highest peak in its vicinity.
I 11s peak 1s 700 meters high and commands all the terrain to the
outh and West, ags well as, the village of Castelpoggio.

Recapitulation: Battalion casualties: Two killed and thirteen
wounded.

Third Battalion:

The battalion command gost at Carrara was shelled, one was
killed and eleven wounded, -

2324 Engineer Company:
The company relieved Company 1 on La Bandita situated on the

ridge overlooking Castelpoggio. A strong counterattack by a
_O”keu oi b paased Germans WaS drivem off. 1t was apparent that

aEtOmQu to COﬂLPOL Lhe sugqlu route Lﬂth'h uuSoel 07710 and to the
battalions which had advanced several thousand yards to the North.

Ce
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Recapitulation: HKegimental casualties: Three killed and
thirty-three wounded.

18 April 1945

The regiment was ordered to assist the 473d Infantry in
capturing Ortonovo (84u7).

100th Battalion:

Company C captured Hill 576, Company B relieved Company G at
Fort Bastione. Company.A remained on Mount Fizzacuto as regimental -
reserve., Company C sent out a patrol to clean the area north and
northwest of Ortonovo, in the meantime word was received that
Company L, 4734 Infantry had entered the town of Urtonovo. Company
C moved to Castelpoggio as battalion reserve, :

Hecapitulation: Battalion casualtiest! One killed and twelve
wounded.

o

FEnemy casusltiest: One prisoner captured, fifteen machine-
guns captured and destroyed.

Second Battallon:

Company ¥. mopped up lount Grugola. <Seven Germans were killed,
ten wounded and four captured. The battalion moved back to Castel-
pogglo as regimental reserve.

Third Battalien:

Company L moved up under the cover of darkness and relieved
Company F on Hill 7us. The company was unable to occupy the road
junction of la Foci because of intense artillery fire. Company
K occupied la Selva (84913<), Pulica (838142), and lMount Tomaggiora
(867147). In a firefight thirteen enemy were captured. Company
I occupied Mount Grugola (832123) without opposition.

Recepitulation: Reglmental casualties: Three killed and
twenty wounded and eighteen captured. Stiffening
opposition was met on all fronts as the enemy attempted
to protect the approaches to La Spezia.

17 April 19405

lUOth Battalion:

At 0700 hours one platocon of Company B was sent to secure
Hill 619 (856099), southwest of Fort Bastione, and to clear the

oel
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ad jacent high ground at 854093, but were forced to withdraw due to
heavy artillery fire. The remainder of the battalion held the high
ground on kount FPizzacuto and _atro.led aggressively. No casualtiles
were susteined this dste.

Second Battaelion:
Remained in position and maintalned contact by patrols.

Third Battalion:

Company L attacked northwest towards Foci il Cuccu but was
unable to advance because of Iintense artillery and mortar fire.
Company K pushed patrols towsrds rosterla (852160) but was unable
to reach the objective because of artillery fire. Company K sent
one patroi to Marciaso (80414l1l), Company 1l remained on Mount

Grugola.

Recapitulation: DBattalion casualties: Two kiiled and two
wounded by mortar fire.

Cannon Companys:

The company displaced guns forward to support the most advance
elements of the regiment.

Recapitulation: Heglmental casualties: Two killed and two

wounded.
Enemy casualtiess Unknown.

18. April 1945

1.0th Battalion:

Company C relieved Company A. The patrol sent to Gignago by
Cumpany B had reached Casale (824111) end was cut off. A combat
patrol from Company C was sent out to assist the gsatrol. 4an intense
firefig zht ensued, but the patrols made contact. The two patrols
fought their hd: b.ck to Fort Bastione, Company A .ov”d to an
assembly area at 833138. Totel casualties ior the day were ten
wounded and two killed. One German was captured.

Second Battalioun:
Second Battalion was in regimental reserve at Castelpoggio.

Third Beasttalion

Company L sent a patrol to lount Neb
any K sent patro

fone. 1he patrol was
s to kMarciaso, and one

forced to withdraw. Cor
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towards Posterla. This patrol was pinned down by fire. Another
patrol reached the outskirts of Tendola before being forced to
withdraw.

Recapitulation: Enemy losses: Two machine guns destroyed and
seven prisoners captured.

Company:

i

antcitant

Relleved Company E on Mount Plzzacuto.

Recapitulation: Regi
fifteen wounded.

.

Enemy casualties: Eight prisoners captured and an
undetermined number of enemy ki.lea.

19 April 1545

The 1.0th Battalion was crdered to attack Fosdinuvo, the Thira
Battalion, Foel i1 Cuccu and the Second Battalion to assist the
4754 Infentry on the left, Company B as attaeched to the Second
Battalion and Company E to the lu0Oth Battalion.

100th Battalion:

Company E and Company A attacked towards Giucsno (801142) at
0500 hours. Company C was in reserve, The attacking companies
ince and were unable to advance. The battalion

asugltlies.

Second Battalion:

Compsmy F followed by Company B attacked Hill 217 (814
‘he objective was taken at 1500 hours. Company G in Fort
' a patrol to Gignago and ceptured four prisoners.

third Battalion:

Company L attacked Foci 11 Cuccu but as forced to withdraw
under heavy artillery fire, Company K sent a patrol f rom la Selva
to Tendola which was forced to withdraw after encountering heavy

v
,atrol of Company K was sent north of fulilca,

grtillery fire. A
to maintain contact.

antitank Companys

Gerrisoned Mount Fizzacuto.
5 -
Recapituletion: Hegimental casualties: Two killed and

twenty wounded
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itecapitulationt: Enemy casualties: Unknown number killed
and nine captured.

20 April 1945

Orders were received to seize Aulla (7822), cut Highway No.
63 at 879211, Highway No. 6320 at 893193 and contact the 37uth
Infantry. The 1u0th Battallon was ordered to seize Cle Mussatello
(846152), and Mount Fogliadota (845169}, then swing right at Villa

and cut Highway No., 83 and Highway No. 6320. The Second Battalion
to follow the 100th -Battalion to Villa and then swing West to
Aulla, the Third Battazlion to be in reserve,.

1u0th Battalion:

Company B rejoined the luUth Battalion at 1800 hours and
became regimental reserve. Compeany A attacked Hill 559 (878153)
and Company C attacked Fosterla. A Company was unable to advance
past Cecina while Company C was pinned down at 86ul77. A patrol:
of Company B killed one u rman, wounded eilght, and captured seven-
teen in a house, Total casualties for the .y were eleven.

Second Battalion:

The Second Battalion moved to the vicinity of Marciaso and
prepared to follow the 1lu0Oth Battalion to Villa. Company F and
Company G had been in constant movement for forty-eight hours.
LllL 479 was taken by Company E despite fanantical resistance,

Twenty-five Germans were killed and eight cuptured and s heavy
counterattack that night was repulsed. Company G moved on to
Mount Tomaggiora. !

Third Bettalion:

The Third Battalion was still running into stubborn resistance
and unable to mske rucn [S)s ss. Company K sent a strong patrol
north along the ridge from Pulica. This patrol knocked out an
enemy observation post with the assistance of another patrol from
Mount Tomaggiora. FPatrols were also sent to Fosdinovo, Tendola,
and ' la Foce. &All received intense small arms and mortar fire.

Cannon Lvompany s
239 rounds fired in direct support of the regiment.
Recapitulation: Regimental casualtles: Two killed and
gsixteen wounded.

Enemy casualties: Twenty Germans were captured and
ﬂirteen killed, Three machine guns, three pistols, and
twelve riflegs were captured.
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21 April 1945

100th Battalion:

As the attack continued A Uompany placed an outpost on the high
ground sbove Cecina., C Company reached Pesterla and assumed a defens-
lve position to ward off an expected counterattack. A “Yompany
reached its objective, Hill 500 (878153%), and dug in. Contact
patrols were sent out by all companies. 1,160 rounds of mortar
shells were expended during the day.

Second Battalion:
Battalion in regimental reserve in larciaso (865104).
Third Battalion:

I Company moved a force into Fosdinovo which was forced to
withdraw after suffering two men killed and six wounded. A patrol
of L Company was unable to reach Foce il Cuccu. Part of the Third
Battalion sector was taken over by the 473d Infantry, and the Third
Battallon regrouped preparatory to a coordinated attack on stub-
bornly defended Mount Nebbione and Fosdinovo. A4 direct artillery
hit on the I Company command post killed five and wounded six,

Cannon Uompany:

977 rounds fired in direct support of the regiment. One forward
observer was killed,

Recapltulation: Our casuslties for the day were eight killed
vand twelve wounded., Twenty-five Germans were killed and
eight cgptured. :

22 April 1945
The pressure against an enemy determined to protect La Spezia

continued.

100th Battalidn;

Company C sent out strong patrols from Posterla. Company A
captured Hill 578 after an intense artillery barrage. Twelve enemy
were killed and the remainder of the force of 200 withdrew. Company
A dug in and one platoon of Company D was sent out to protect Com-
pany A's right flank,.

Second Bjttalion:

Company % sent one platoon to the vielnity of San Terenzo.
They were forced to withdraw when they met superior numbers of the
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enemy. ©Seven casualties were suffered by Company %, Company G
and Company F were in defensive positions along the ridge to the
South of Company E.

Third Battalioni

Company K attacked and c aptured Tendola (854158) after an
intense firefight attacking from the North and South. Five prisoners.
were !’ taken. Company L passed through Company K and attacked Mount
Nebblone from the Northeast. Company I remained in rulica
reorganizing. :

Cannon Company:

516 rounds were fired in support of the regiment. The guns
were moved forward to the vicinity of Marciaso.

Recapitulation: Sixty prisoners turned over to the regiment
by the Partisans. Knemy losses were twelve known killed,
sixty-five prisoners (including prisoners of Partisans).
Our losses were four killed and eleven wounded. :

23 April 1945

The Second Battalion was ordered to continue the attack. The
Third Battalion was ordered to occupy Mount Nebbione and Tendola.

100th Battalions:

Company A moved into Viano without opposition®, Company C con-
tinued to probe enemy positions with patrols and moved to Hill 498 .
(882157) to make contact with Company A. The battalion was relieved
at 1350 hours by the Antitenk Company and withdrew to vicinilty of
Carrara in regimental reserve.

Second Battalion:

Companies E and G were ordered to capture San Terenzo (845172)
and the high ground to the North. G Company moved around the Hast
flank to the high ground and, secured Hill 237 (844174) with little
opposition. Company E sent one platoon to secure the high ground
Kast of San Terenzo which was done after killing three and capturing
twenty prisoners. The second platoon was to cut the highway West of
town as rapidly ‘as possible so as to deny the enemy that means of
escape. This they accomplished only to be pinned down by enemy fire
from the high ground to the Northwest. L1t then became necessary to
cormit the third platoon to ciean out the enemy pocket in the town
and relieve the pressure on the s econd platocon., This was accomulished
after a five-hour firefight. 115 enemy were captured and an undeter-
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mined number killed. Company G was then ordered to attack and take
la Piastra (850171), Northeast of San Terenzo. This objective was
taken by 1400 hours. 125 prisoners were taken by the battalion
and forty-eight Germans killed. 5Six artillery radios, thirty
bicycles, twenty-five horses, four machine guns, one mortar, two
automatic rifies, nine rifles, a “300" radio, and two motorcycles
were t aken by the battalion. : -

Battalion casualties: Four killed and eleven wounded.
Third Battalion:

Company L captured Mount Nebbione at 1130 hours. Company I
successfully attacked Mount Carbolo (809157). Ten prisoners were
teken in the two operations. A patrol cleared the road from Tendola
to Foce il Cuccu.

Task Force Fukuda:

A special task force was formed to exploit the now apparent
breakthrough. Composed of Companies B and ¥, and a tank detachment,
this force was given the mission of moving to Hill 652 (Cle Dei
Cerra), Hill 603 (787159), and pushing on to Mount Grosso (Hill
663), south of Aulla, The task force jumped off at 1400 hours with
Company B in the lead. ‘

Cannon Company:
Eighty-two rounds were fired in support of operations.
Recapitulation: Hegimental casualtiesg: Six killed and thirteen

wounded.
Enemy casualties: Forty-eight kllled and 135 captured.

24 April 1845

1l00th Battalion:
At rest in the vicinity of Carrara.
Second Battalion:

E Company and G Company moved on Aulla by way of Villa and
Ceseranc meeting no enemy resistance. E Company was at Mount Piano
di Bibola (796209) and .G Company (790213) by 1500 hours.

Upon coming within striking distance of Aulla the battalion found
another unit deployed within its zone of advance and pinned down by
heavy fire from the town. Before the matter could be untangled night
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had fallen and preparations were made to launch an attack early the
following morning. The other unit disengaged and withdrew during
the night, as did the enemy.

Third Battalion:

This battalion reverted to divisional reserve. I Company occu-
vied Mount Carbolo and Ponzanello (807165) while K Company occupied
Tendola and L Company occupied Mount Nebbione and Ponzanello,

Task Force Fukuda: : =
| The fofce reached Mount Grosso by 1200 hours and then moved
Northeast to Vecchietto and Bibola. No opposition had as yet been
encountered,
Cannon Company:
253 rounds fired in supporf of operations.
necapitulation: Regimental command post moved to Tendola.

Regimental Casualties: None.
Enemy casualties: Unknown.

20 April 1945

100th Battalion:

The battalion moved to the vicinity of Sarzang at 2300 hours,
entrucked and reached Borglietto (585240) at 03.0 hours the next
morning.

Second Battalion:

The attack on Aulla was coordinated with Fukuda Task Force. No
enemy resistance encountered and town was cleared by 0900 hours. -
G Company moved on to Hill 301 (764224). The battalion was relieved
by the Third Battalion, 370th Infantry, and pulled back to the
vieinity of Sarzana.

Third Battalion:

The battalion remained in divisional reserve in the same loca-
tion as that of 24 April,.
Bukuda Task Force:

Coordinated attack on Aulla with Second Battalion and after
completion of this mission units returned to the control of their
parent organizations.

wiley
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Cannon Company:

One platoon was attached te 100th Battalion as .a part of this
pursult force.

Recapitulation: HRegimental casualties: None.
Enemy casualties: Unknown.

26 April 1945

The direction of the regiment's attack now shiften back to the
coast and a pursuit of the enemy along the coasst te Genoa was ordered.

100th Battalion:

The battalion moved by motor towards Sestri Levante (P3331).
Plans were changed enroute and the battalion moved to Carasco. No
contact was made with the enemy.

Second Battgalion:

The battalion was in rest at Sarzana alerted to move to Genoa.

Third Battalion:

The battalion rested during the day. In the afternoon and eve-
ning the battalion moved to Sestri Levante.

Hecapitulation: Kapid advances were made To the Northwest against
the fleeing enemy. MNotorized patrols were actively probing
for enemy pockets of resistance, The problem of motorizing
the regiment was acute because of the shortage of trans-
portation and gasoline.

27 April 1945

The mission given the regiment was to outflank Genoa from the
North, The 100th Battalion was ordered to seize Busalla (0-9967) and
close the pass at Isoladei Cantone (P-0175). The Third Battalion
was ordered to take the West portion of Genoa and seize the high
ground to the Northwest.

100th Battalions

At 0115 hours the battalion left Carasco (P-3040). It was neces-
sary to detruck at Boasi because of a blownout bridge. The battalion
remained there during the night. The battalion had one platoon of
Antitank Company, one battery of the 599th Field Artillery Battalion,
one platoon of Cannon Company and one plateon of 92d Reconnalssance
Troops attached.

e/




