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HEADQUARTERS 924 INFANTRY DIVISION JEW/sa ]

: APO 92, US Army
AG 200.6-AD 26 Sapttmbar 1945

SUBJECT: Citation of Unit

TO: Commanding General, MTOUSA,
APO 512, US Army

l. Under the mrovisions of Circular Number 333, War Depart-
ment, 1943, it is recommended that the THIRD BATTALION, 4424
Regimental Combat Team, be cited in War Department General Orders
for outstanding asccomplishment in combat during the period,

5 April 1945 to 11 April 1945 in the vicinltiaa of Montignalo
Massa, and Carrara, Italy.

2. The Third Battalion of the 442d Regimontal Combat Team
is being recommended far a unit citation for distinguishing it-
self by extraordinary herolsm in sction in which it exhibited
gallantry, determination, and an "esprit de corps"™ that set it
apart and above units participeting in the same engagement. This
action was the "Diversion Attack" commencing 5 April 1945 along
the west coast of Italy and served as a feint for the subsequent
breakthrough of the Fifth and Eight Armies in the east,

This diversionary attack in the west was carried out by
the 924 Division., The 370th Infantry Regiment, the 473d Regi-
mental Combat Team, and the 442d Regimentel Combat Team (htter
two attached to the 92d Division) spearheaded the Firfth' Arny 5
attack in this sector. The 370th @Moved along the flat plnins
the coast while the 4734 ranged the foothills. Several miles
inland, the 4424 swept the mountain areas. However, the entire
attack along the west coast hinged upon the 442d Regimental Com-
bat Team's successful seizure of the enemy's "eyes™ located in the
mountain peaks of Mount Folgorito (2800') and Mount Carchio
(3300'). These two vitally importent mountain peaks, the high
points in the ridge running north and south, domindtedethe
Ligurian coastal plain and Highway#l 1clding to the key communi-
cation center of Massa. Hence, any movement by friendly troops
along the coastal aree was impossible due to the observation that
the ereny mainteined from its posts situated along the lMount
Folgorito-Mount Carchio ridgeline. As long as the enemy held
these long-prepared defenses on the peaks, the coastel flat$ and
the route nerth were barred from use by friemdly troops; there-
fore, it was imperative that this key mountain observation
fortress be taken,
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That same » 4 April 1945, at 2800 hours attack
e o A 1y, 0 the Bastiion Gon-
» HOVe ZZano s o
streambed, from than l;nm pathless side of the
liount Folgorito-kount Gmhh ridge, Company K and the remaine
der of Company M remsined in reserve in Azzano, The ontire avea
fronm the siresmbed to the enemy-held ridgolino had never before
been reconnoitered HDM- ndly troops in the months during which
this aree had been "No-man's~landi A fact of particular
importance in that it emphasizes the bterrain difficulties and
the rigid eontrol that the e exerted over this area of com-
bat, Frior reccnmalassance was ossible as seereey dictated no
deylight partles and the short time allotted the Battalion
for the attack, permitbted only a limited visual recomnaissance,
Undaunted, the Third Battalion, picking the proute of atteck
based only upon this type of recomnaissance and the unconfirwed
information of a Partisan as to the wheresbouts of enemy concen=
mtim pushed in deriness towards the objective, The “trail®
ridgalint of lount “olgorlto-lount Carchio Wd con=
atnntly ards over the shifty shale-like slope, 1T with
full ba gear, mxmmuﬂmm,m d
upwards on thelr hands and lmees; or pulled themselves up the

steep trall by grasping lw-grotlna or the rifle butt of
the man above, but often slipping and :m.m until a omm
halted them to push or pull them forwapd One Comp
rifleman was hospitaiized for concussion a dislodged

er struck end threw him 20 yards down the Manx
fered bruises and sprains from slides and fa but:nmml
Thus, there was no trall until the men of the Third Bat~

uuu made one. .”:gflw trails vere avoided for they were
known to have been booipnvpod and watched, Another
le of the natural obstacle offered by this wmountain route

gh from the faet that sixteen ald relay posts had teo
set wp along this trall to evacuate the wounded,

The attack on Mount Polgorita, Mount Carehio, and the ﬂdp-
line was scheduled for 0500 hours 5 April 1945 was to be made
thout artill preparation, Surprise was the lnmh of the
tack, Due to the swerhumen tosk of scaling the mountain side

the dark to reach the line of departure, the troops were un-
to wmmtlamnimtetmaroaoow, but 0600
before it had become light, the attagck was in ful
lrina. !I:nu, the attacking Third Battalion, without time for re-
without rest after six hours of ste and exhausts

ing enumng. plunaad into ettack on the enemy positions,

Company L swung left along the saddle tawards liount Folgorito
and Mnﬁ sent one platoon north along & spur towards Nount
surprise element had bheen maintained, Gun positions
nmuzmmmmmdwmpum. 0730 hours,
the rldgeline between ltmt Folgorito and Mount Care had been

taken but this time, the remaining enemy ummﬂmrmﬂ
mud. ‘ng 4 1n its initial assault on Mount Carchi to
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swing south behind Company L and then turn north sgain along
the maln ridge towards Mount Carehlo, The enemy had excellen
obgservation towering Mount Altissimo on the extreme right
and the original route of attack of the Compeny I platoon was
renflered militar§ly inexpedient in the growing light of morning,
However, by cutting back to the main ridge leading to lMount :
Carohlo, cm.mi I succsssfully drove forward end loeked the
enewy helpless In the recesses of rocky Mount Corehio, Direet
hits on two troublegome observation posts were sgored by the
artillery after a forward probing patrol led by the Company 1
gommender had spotted thelr positions.

In the meantime, at the military crest of the ridge, Com-
pany L swung left along the reverse slope while the second plaw-
toon of the ecompaeny was ordered to move over the ridge and to
establish o flenk guard on the forward slope, Lven as the seg~-

@ platoon nesred the ridge top, the first scout spotted a lone
gentinel whe was silently and quiem‘y captured, From this first
- prigoner, wmuel information was gakhwcd. The attagk on the
Mount Folgorite-tount Carvehde ridgeline spread like wildfive,
The prisoner's gomrades were in a lerge dugwout on the forward
slope of the ridge, While this first prisoner was m?idini the
platoon to the dug=out, three cleverly ccncealed fortified
maghine gun nests were deteeted. The essential firing parts
wore removed snd a guard placed on the guns to prevent retaking
end use by the e + S%111 at the point of an M-l, the prison-
er led the platoon to the deep dug-cut, When shouts failed %o
bring the enemy forth, & Bilman fired 2 burst inte the entrance,
Seven enemy surrendered, WMinutes later, this same platoon pro-
ceeded 50 yards south on the forward slope of the ridge to
flugh seven additional enemy from another large dug-out, These
prisoners were also sent to the rear, As the platoon eontinued
forward towsrds the peak of Mount Folgorite, t threw
artillery, morters, and machine gun fire from & direction north
along the forward slope at a point near lount Carehio and Mount
Belvedere, lischine gun and sniper fire alsc came in frem the
direction of lount Folgorito, Casualties were suffered, Thils
frontal, rear, end flank fire wase possible due to the conformas
tion of the terrain, The ridgeline horseshoed to the east :
while the enemy were im poslitions to the north, west, and south,
Unable to find eover from the ineom'ng fire, the platoon, after
encountering and successfully répelling » small forece of bthe

enemy from the direct front, moved back over the ridgeline \GRd
. took eover on the reverse slopes The second platoon thereupon
rejoined Company L to move in concert towards lount Folgorito.

By the afternoon, after frequent patrol clashes, the eentral
portion of the ri eline had been cleared and first snd
third platoons of Company i wee moving directly onto the peak
of Nount Folgorito. Here was located one of ! ‘s observa~
tion posts. Three enemy were visible in the nest on the peak, '




ob : gk gommanded a mw of %@w ﬁat&m rim
coast for :d.lsa %o &m ww#, nowrthyend sounth,

Butbalicn us M& W&t outs -_
1800 hours W plm o §
mmw.i Do smmmmmmwm
pesk, The tmt laeﬁm then moved thyough m fire, pushed
the thipd ‘platom, and attasied the vem pué top fram

armg and grenade mmmmmrw

eaptured, An mmué ,mm five down the Cle

mmmemmwmmwmwammm
as;aw

vaﬁ.mpm ammmummm

five thWMpMmaw mmmmm
the presence of mmm ency forees depiuyed to

ammxmamnwmwﬂmedmmwnm'
in Azzano to veinforge the sttoeking sompanies at 1000 hours, §
m_. &mmmpmuummm; At

 mowntain sides provided a perfeot bounding "bourd" fop the enemy

Wﬁim w8 maintained t
north, A spese tiwk‘m

- T -






' K had shifted dn 0-1 I sector when the
{:Gm“uthtoga unit en flank, In the
th‘ L diow mgnntr t h:lw

Qo _ : : W & ;
men .@t%Mn&?WMummﬁ#mmm
spur that oxtended southwest fwom lount Folgorite, Thle 1 _
aninute shift ceused Conpany I to spread over the entire
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woundod in aotion on this day, :

Cn this day, the Batbelion sustained nineteen wounded in
setiong ; : ‘

on 8 1945, the Third Battalionis objective wes o
eloay Cle ;ﬁg am!ﬂoﬁa ciha?m daged u;:’ routed enemy of
SO0Q L]

fered siight recist iano was bagen ab 1450 hours,

: I slsared Vietina %o the and the surrounding area,
while K pushed Cle Fliano to lon - to talke
ad clcap camamity b houre, S4411 v !
lesgly; elomente of the rd Battallon Lhat sexp 6 moy

arbhwost out of M 0g0 towerd Masea and Cervaras On the
ma?t men of the ' Battailen were kllled in astion,

the enemy had been made prisener in the repid thrust

o ma%mw, in the hille bofore Masse; the Third Bate
Sallon camp ly ecrushed e styony enomy resistance point,
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5, Sketch showing movements of troops cited, and general
terrain features (See: attashed overlay, oblique),.

4, &, DNature of terrain: The 12 mliles covered by the
Battalion in its drive from Azzano to Carrara
were mountainous with steep slopes and scant un-
dergrowth, This necessitated the hand-e
of supplies; each trip averaging 6~8 hours, one
way.

Pe Morale: Good, After recovering from the
initiel surprise, the enemy resisted stubbernly,

¢. HNorale of our troops: Excellent, in spite of
the adverse terrain and situation,

d., Weather: Misty and slightly ¢ - in the morn~
ings and bright and clear in the

€+ Lxact time and dates of astion: 0800 5 April
1945 to 1200 11 April 1945,

5s a, Number of officers and enlisted men assigned to
unit c¢ited who toolk m in action: 5 April, 9:2{

S8 e o L s SR o ¥

be Humber of oamltlu mrtond by untt eited: 101
men wounded; 16 killed,

¢. Approximate strength et mg troopst: 100th
Bn, 4424 Inf on lefty 2nd Inf on right;
supported by 599th FA Bnj m‘m PA Bnj 1st Fle=
toon, B Co, 894th TD Bn; B Go. 84th Chemiecal Bn
(4.2 mortars) in‘umu Guns‘of 758th Tank Bnj Can~
non Co, 4424 3 57th Fighter Group, XXII TAC,

6s as+ Approximate strength of enemy: 1st and 8nd Bn,
281st Rogt; 1048 R.it. 148th Div,; supporting
EKesselring"” MG Bnj; coastal mg\ml Ponta
Bhnu' muhry; SP'sy mortars) TD's
b. Character of fire and obnﬂntiml En-y
had good observation from peepared positions on
commanding heights, Artillery and mortar fire

from adjo Nount Altissimo took a heavy toll
ontghl irst « ©onipers active throughout the
action,

¢+ Apparent enemy intentions or ohjlot!.un The en=

emy was determined to hold the commanding peaks
_ andtprwant the Allies from advancing in this
806CTOr,

d. Losses suffered by the enemy: The casualties in-
flicted on the enemy by the 3rd Bn were: 133
prisoners, 80 killed, and approximatelly 80 addi-
ticnal, l:illtd or woundedj 15 machine uns,



8 heavy mortars, & pack (75 mm) howitzers, 1
half sk, 1 truckload of ammunition, 4 dug~
out ammunition dumps, and numerous machine
pistols end rifles were captured.

" 2 have ysrmﬂ. mwxm_ of the t.aci:u stated above,
8, Proposed Citationt

- The THIRD BATTALION, 4424 Regimental Combat Team 1s
“@eited for cutstand! scoomplishment in ccmbat during the periocd
5 April to 11 April 1945 in the vieinity of ﬁmﬁi&n Hassa,
and Cavrera, 1taly, When the Combat Team opened the FLfth Avmy's
spring offensive against the formidsble enemy defenses in the
Agurian sector in northern Italy which were defended by plcked
Rt por® g s Mg S The tiah ol oF -y P AN
- attack on gk : ne Folge

Mount Carchio, In opder to do this task, it was necessary for
the Battalion to move from Serevezza to Azzano, thence to the
ridgeline between the two peaks in the strictest of secrecy amd
under cover of darkness in order not to forewern the enemy of
their intentions, The journey from Serevezza 0 Azzano, was over
a torturcus winding 1 mountain path in the dead of nig
along the forward slope of a deeply indented mountain ridge and
soparated frem the enemy by a valley 1500 yerds wide, The trail
was bordered in many places by steep drops r from 15 feet
to 150 feet and in many places, small streams )d across the
trall making it slippery and dangerous to walk upons The men had
to form a "mumen chain" by hanging onto the men shead and even .
with this precaution, twenty-five (25} men fell from the trall,
Moulg injuring two, Azzano was reached at 0245 hours, 4 April
and the Battalion occupied the houses, to remain in hi ; the
balanee of that day. On the night of 4 April, the Bat on moved
out at 2800 hours on the last leg of its journey to the line of
departure, the ridgeline between lount Carchio and Mount Folgorito.
Company L lesad with Cospany I followlng, The trail to the sade
dle was made by men of the Third Bat ony It was a path
serabehed ocut over a series of shifty shale~like me,
never muming in & straightline, but sigs ng up the 3 foot
ridges The men with full battle equipment litérally bad to erawl
up on handsend knees, meny times slipping, getting up end slipping
again, finally to be pushed wp by & more fortunate comrade an
: hn‘l;soé along. ©Sixteen (16) relay ald stations had to be sebt up

along this trail in order to evacuate the wounded, The atteck was
set at 08500 nours 5 April but due to the superhumen task of reach-
%m line of departure, the troops arrived @fter 0B00 but by
0 hours and before it was light, the attack was in full :
Without 2 chanee to reorganige and with no rest whatsocever after
steadily climbing for over six (6) hours; Company L and Company I
atbackeds Company L swung left al the saddle toward Nount
Polgorito, The surprise nt hed been maintained; the arq,hﬁﬁ
been eaught offguard, and by 0780, the saddle had been taken
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Company L and Company I had driven the enemy back into the recess-
es of Mount Carchio, blasted their observation posts, end locked
them helplessly under relentless fire. In the msantime, Company

L pushed on; knocked out the observation post on the very peak of
Mount Folgorito in spite of a heavy defensive ring of artillery,
mortar, and small srms fire thrown eround the base of the peak,

and were securely dug~-in and command ing the peak anmd ridge. The
following day, contact was made with the unitéon the right flank,
and an enemy force estimeted at two platoon strength was uprooted
end sent fleeing with heavy losses. On 7 April, Company I destroy-
ed 3 machine gans and took eleven prisoners; Company K attached an
enemy mortar section, seized its four 8lmm morters intact and

took twenty-three (23] prisoners. On 8 April, the Battalion de-
scended on Montignoso at the base of the forward slope of the WMount
Folgarito-lMount Carchio ridge and captured fifty (50) of the rout~
ed eremy along with much materiel. Montignoso was cleared and taken
at 1630 hours. On 9 April, the Battallon continued its attack to-
wards Carrara; pocketed & company of enemy, killed sixty (60) and
captured twenty (20) with sll thelr erme, ammunition, and supplies;
then cleared the hills and villages to the right of iassa, a key
communication city which fell to friendly troops thet seme day. On
10 April, the Third Battslion continued its attack clearing San
Cerlo, Sante Lucia, Berglola Maggiore; end several ot her villages.
On the 11lth of April, the Third Bettelion entered and occupied the
eity of Carrara. : :

In a week's fighting, over terrain necessitating the hand-
carrying of most supplies, the Third Battalion had esdvanced twelve
(12) miles, captured 133 prisoners, killed 80, and wounded or
killed approximstely 80 more; took 15 machine guns, 8 heavy mortars,
3 howitzers, 1 half treck, numerous smell arms, rifles, and machine
plstols, and tons of ammunition end supplies. The Third Besttalion
suffered @ loss of 101 men wounded in action and 16 killed in
action &u%}ng the period.

By successfully completing the initial attack on Mount
Folgorito and Mount Carchio, the Fifth Army Advence in this coast-
al sector was made possible helping to bring the war to a far
quicker end, with the saving of meny lives. At the same time, this
attack , initiated es a feint, developed along with the decisive
and overwheluing breakthrough of the Fifth and Elght Armies on the
Adrlatic flank to fresemt & concerted crushing blow to all enemy
forces in Italy. The courage, determination, ami agegressiveness
displayed by the officers and men of the Third.Bsttalion against a
formidable enemy emi tremendous naturel obstackes exemplifies the
finest traditions of the Armed Forces of the United States,

J. E. WoOD
Brigadier General, USA
Commanding
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