ANNEX NO. 2

Citation, 2d Battalion,
L4R2d Regimental Combat Teanm

ANNZX NO. 2 - Citastion, 24 Battalion, 442d Regimental
Combat Team
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B - REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM =~
' (AP0 #46ly U, S, ARMY

o 4 June 1945
SUBTROT: citation of Unit. e |
TO :* Commsnding Genersl, Fifth Army, APG f4bh, U. 5. Army.

i, Under the provisions of Ciroular Number 333, #ar Department,
1943, it 1e recommended thst the SICOND BATTALION, Lhed Regimental
Combat Team, be ¢ited in Wer Depertment Genersl Orders for outstanding
accomplishment in combat on 19-20 October 1944, ne-r Lruyeres, Fr nce,
the period 28-29 Oetober 1944, nesr Biffontaline, frence, and @uring

the period from 6-10 April 19;. s in the vieinity of Messa, Italy.

"2+ The actions of the Second Battalion for whioch it is being
recommended for a Unit Citation ere: (a) the espture of Hill 503, 1
kilometer northeast of Brug;izf- France; (b) the two-day oper:stion that
resulted in the taking of 617, & kilometers northeast of BALfontain
Fronce; (o) the five-day operstion thet resulted in the complete
ebllspse of the German outer defenses of the Green Line eust of the
L:gur »n Coust whioch in turn paved the way for the liberation of Massa

: &, After fighting 1ts way into the town of Eruyeres, sroneg,
ofi the mor: of 19 October 1944, the Cecond Battallon attagked at | ;
10004 hours with Companies Z and ¢ le=ding the asseult on Hill 503, /
located exst ol the town. Although meeting henvy artillery fire
Companies T and G pressed bsok enemy infantry on the slopes of the hill
and had it seoured by 1145 hours. With «my ¥ remaining in cloge
support on the top of thiokly wosded Hill 503, Comp:nles & and G
reorganized and moved forwsrd again at 1300 with objective of
reaching the railro:d embankment 2000 yards easst of Ersyeres ox the edge
of the Foret de Delmont, Enemy troops dug in behind the embesnkument
end 8P guns firing from the vicinity of Zelmont, held up the advance
nt- 1600, However, under the support of frlendly artillsryy fire directed
at the & positions, Compsnies E snd G continued forward ~nd recehed
thelr objective =t 1800 hours., 16 priscners were taken, Inasmuch as
the units on the battalion's flanks had not advanced, the Second :
Battalion, together with elements of the Third Bgtpaiion which had been |
attacking i2 coordinaticn with the Second, now formed z sallent 2000 -
yards deep 1n enemy territory., #aced with en -euemy MILR along the
railpoed embankment made up of mrchine guns, mortars and mine flelds,
Companies I and O were forced to dig in for the night 75 yards frem
the embankment, During the day's rsction the battallicn sustaine _
casuslties of 2 KIA, 5 MIA and 15 #IA. Wi N
~ The following morning the two forw:rd companies begon receiv-.
ing smmll erms Cire from their fl.nks and their rear from Hill 503 which
had been cleared the previous day. Thls enemy sm-ll arms Iire also
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the slopes ef Nfll B0 0 ﬁ'w gem Battalion ;
Corpany and & ww ware mm when they with a isany mmiaea
coubat patrol frow leadquarters Company went to relieve the pinned down
supply group, As the Second Bavtallon's flaniks wer e still expesed it .
was apparent that seme enemy sloments had infiltrated under cover of
Mm‘umwmmw;cfmIMMumﬁﬁ ghe hen

7, rﬂntmud by a wortar plateon of %w H armed with carbines
and mm s was ordered by the Sattallon Sommander teo

. mumam shh rm on Hill 503 and to. g:.w cleoser W te %M

_ - ek ing &omm F in an a&mﬁ mlhw
gem of ;h- w;;ﬂmﬁa?ﬂ the h:;og Yo A mmﬂmﬂ party Crom
stz and extent of the enemy Mﬂtvﬂm Mma he fearsd that an
enemy counterattack at this time would 3}“ the bamum*s emud e
lof't ﬂm wide epen and M threaten sovement of Jorpal
E and 9y The recornalssance gmeiumm;mzmsh\m
thick ferest and discovered % %ttms had occupled wlm :
m.m«mumrtumwranmw 14 by one of the forward _
sompanies which had sginee moved up, ?&mﬁdnﬁwﬁhu&i
machine and 2 sutematic rifle erplacements and had Wﬁd /R part

of the hill mass in company force, During ah&a ycr&eé Companies E and
G, attacking the rallrced enbankment wers 5 ﬁ o n&?aw um
PR

tanks supperted by imrga from
red

basocokaman from Company eaponsand suces .
one tank and fming m ai:&m' kw to '_t&mw Frim&y artillery
gupport enemy infantry and 7s too, rotreated,
smban oeat&mﬁ. Urders were iasgued by the =

-wmm : oupany P te clear the HiIll m Jein ferward
8, At 1@6& M the first and third platoons together with a

hmarmhna weapons company, made a daring frontal abtiack, -

anwhile the plateon had infiltrated areund the enemy's Clank

d In t&w

| until it cevered the only cerrider of escape and aﬂ‘am mm and .,

enfilade fire on the positions. This platoonis hge
onemy down, snd permitted t Mal attack %S¢ advance threugh the gd.m
troes and heavy brusb. Gm in en the ememy at pointeblank range the
first and third platoon threw ‘grenades and shet ma»m des
into every machine pun nest and autematie weapon emplacement, arpled
enemy troops diled before they realiszed what had strigk them,- :nmr
an hour of savage action almest the entire eneuy company was wiped ocut,
The company CP with complete rocords was captured together with a captalin.
and a first sergeant, 51X machine gun nests were destroyed and mmerous
mtomatic weapons and small arms with ammmition w6 @ aﬁisﬁ& In the
entire operation 20 enemy troops were captured, 10 wounded ured and
125 killed, The a2lkill and precision of the attack was attested to by
ghe fact th;t. in the assault only three 1light anmlti“ were sustained
5 VQ‘I@W -

With the complete destructien of the onamy rema on Hill 503
the Second Bébtalion had sliminated a detornined enomy move tsa diampt

“w 0 o
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wﬁm &M'u atm;mmu ﬁhltgﬁkmnﬁmémamﬁiﬁnn
anlkuwent, Horeover, destroying enemy Torces on

the W wmzm bad ;nzmwé a potential ouui threat te contro
twmarmm;mmm_mmmmmnumar

~ Brayeres whers the legimental and Bivisional CPs were located,

2629 © 's:%amm W“&Wi:”mm@ e ,ﬁ;” somarred Wgﬂs the pert
| 'm. his o o - renched enewy ferce o
; Marnm,#mm w:wuamumamm Gt

! _Wm also known as the Enﬁklo ﬂwwﬁ.um '!hn basie of the
-amw wmua*s operation was a envelopemen fwo »
"y les in the main attaek, It resulted in the mnm ef and ¢!
er 95 of the cnemy with a loss to the &amm of @ wma

Second Battelion had returned te a rost area after two
: it fishbing but was Immediately alerted at 1400 hours £5
' ittached to the ldlast infantry egiment, A% 0300 hours
Re Gum .xm m Battalion relleved the Brd Bwtluen, l4lat Infantry
in wnﬂtm It was immedlately engaged im a firefight with an estimated
foros of 100 thp&dﬁhmmmmmwdwhowwwmh-
entrenched acress the yalley, The enewy was dug in on the steep and
 wooded ridges rumning Horth and wuw fm #1111 617, m these pesitions
 his machine guna NM#M of the valley which ran in &
' s‘oﬂmmu direction, s right rm and in the vicinity of
411 617 the enemy had twe immtvlm% gmawwnm&w
mi:. armg, A direct agsault to ture Hi1l 61 necegsitate
' ing the valley in -the face of this Interlocking Cire and heavy
_ mnm Vgh‘ ensmy artillery, -
nisalon of ‘h‘m &wm Battalion was protect g& 36th
Diviglon's left flank and to maintain contact with the ri flanic of
the Brd Uivision which held the sector te the North, Conpany © held the

ri@kmwt&&wmm%&nputmmmu wmmm hhobaay

of the enemy held ridge, Company & held the center and Jowpany F the
loft flank, (5ee overlay). Strong enemy forces held em heavily
- forested Sastern slope of the valley between 200 and 300 yards away rom
onr &mm Cthor enemy 3 oocupled some of the hwma in the valley,
G was unable to move mnefhnaw mtomatic and snipep fire
from the ridge to its fromte
. A% 1100 heurs on 28 Detober 1044, the Zeeend Battallen,
: emimum its auiw mission and now returned te the comnand ad.‘ am
+ Gy 4424 Infantry, bogan the operation to capture Hill 617, Cempanle
B and ¥ moved along the wast side of the wvalley In a %vthw:vaﬂ.r
- direction toward Halley (ese overlay) amnd sntered the 7th Infantey
: iiggtmm They crogsed the m&&y, ascended 11411 563 m& moved
vhieh was mua by other elements of the 3rd Divigion.
on H111 m leupany ¥ passed through ﬁmw % which took uppesitions :
to protect the rear and ﬁ.m Corpany ¥ The latter company Sthen
sdvanced te JLll A (see overla ). The night was spent in these positions,
3 w&mw had been tcken the mowvement, In the evenlnz an oificer
som Sompany P led a platoon patrol through the eneomy lines at the base
the ridge opposlte 2!111 A, selged 13 =more prisoners, and cireling
 th, made contact with Company Fin the lecy. Among the 20
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flanke, The automatic rifleman chuh&monw"smw the
plateen could form & skirmish line, The toon gulde
and twe othars on a flanking movement to . and
_ meve kept the enemy fire neutralized until the plateen, making
attack, overe-ran the enemy tneglmlkﬂhd
5 made contactwith G at 1800 hours, O4 priscners
nnmhﬁhmosmm- movement which w out -
06 on . :
-h%ﬁlﬁh%awkﬂlﬂm-u |
able amount of materisl destroyed or cap wit 8 te
the Seeond Battal the operation elimina a soricus threat te the
mmg? mmlnmddnhgnrvwnmt:rg&&d_
Divis g S0 opened a paved mupply reu rom Halley ¢ right
flank units of the 36th Division and impossible thie réinforcement

;
|
i

¢
g

- of ether ensmy pesitions Wﬂl 617,

determination and osprit do sin t day operation during the B
peried 610 April 1945 which cu tod in the ng of the Jerman
cuter defonsés of the Oroen line extending the Ligurian ccastal

of advance extended along the Last side of Highway 1l and a
cormpmnicat - ssa from the Scutheast, The forgifled
koy points in the sector were a series of peaks;, i, Cerreta, !it,
Pragolita, lNt, Carchio and kKt vedere, ranging in helight Irom 2700
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 the mmm ¢ The platoen neu M m:.
sniper and machir mﬁsm and killed £ and captuvre
_tmpa. eww?mw#&m@mmmm@tm mhm
MW mw and mnmy as woll as mm counterattocks wore

_ Sm ah&a pan m& m orpany & en tm Hw’mm

91&’&%}3 of Conbuns ™ shine M mw

without much &W*ﬁm ire I 2011
iye"“ 1"?!3@  Sresstive °fgmmhm a4 2

oy o g 17 e

ié%, lvederes, o
WWWMW Ww-mwammm
Wr, because the Company was low
in and awalt the rep ent of GIIPALYy
and 11 BIA in the m‘n watxm. ‘% the 1
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um fm @m N» Belveders which caught Corpam
' 57 pans. md mortars placed |

WYy WM‘@ mmchod the abtack wb s
nt snemy morbar uﬁ aﬁum fire l&dﬁh_
Al *"_:.‘. m . W s & o

:4 H* " defense ‘HE‘E “33’ Ay .‘:'-

maam‘kmmttsmtmcrputmm sagnana,
yhm ai’ Sowpany ¥ headed toward Fariana, A hs«avy ceneor
mwmmm‘mn mmat
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m'hhmt ovpésition -on the 1lth ril,
In 8§ days of mrmﬁammm«’hmuw

the handes of a&mmm-. tﬁ Second Mtgim s
ﬁnhin mns, Bhnvym:u. 8 light mortars, mimerous mbtomatic
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