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b 924 IKFANTRY DIVISION
0ffice of the Commanding General JEi/mds
; :
APO 92

200.6 7 U. 8. Army
: 15 Octeber 1945

. SUBJECT: Reasen fer Delay in Submitting Gitatien ef Unit.

TC : GCemmanding General, MTOUSA,
. APO 512, U, S, Army.

1. Transmitted herewith is the prepesed citatien fer
the L424 Infantry Reglment.

2. Bolay in submitting propasta eitatien is the fault
ef this command.

- 3. During the precessing if histerical and efficlal
records of the 924 Infantry Divisien, it was apparent that

&n eversight had been made in net granting the preper receg-
nitien te the sutstanding n&atnalishnnnta of the aaza Infantry
Regimental Combat Team, -

L. The k424 Infantry Rc;innnt was detached frem this
divisien on 15 June 1945; coemaunicatien difficulties ecoa-
sioned ecnsidarahle aclay.

J. E. ®00D
Brigedier General, U. 8. A,
1l Inel: Cemmand ing
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HEABEM ARTERS
920 INFANTRY DIVISION
APOF92, U.S. ARMY

]

7 Cetober 1945
SUBJECT: Citatdon of Unit.
° ¢ Commanding Genersl, MICUSA, APO #512, U. S, Amy.

1. Under the provisions of Circular Number 333, War Department,
1943, it is recommended that the LA2d Fegimental Combat Team, less the 522d
- Fisld irtillery Battalion, be cited in War Department Ceneral Orders for

outstanding accomplishment in combat during the period 5 April 1945 te 15
April 1945 in the vicinity of Serravessa, Carrera and Fosdinove, Italy.

2. 'he LL42d Regimental Combat Team, less the 5524 Field Artillery
Battalien, is being recommended for a unit citation for distinguishing
itself by extraordinary heroism in action in which it exhibited gallaniry
and determination that set it apart and above other units participating in
- the same engagement. This sction wes the diversion sttack which began 5
April 1945 zlong the west coszst of Italy and served as a feint for the
subsequent break-through of the bulk of Fifth army i
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attached for operations. The 370th Infentry fegiment attacked
along the coastal plain, but was relieved after two days by the 473d Infantry
Regiment (Inel.fl Sketeh). Several miles inland, the 442d Combat Team swept
the mountain areas. Hewever, the entire success of the atiack hinged upon the
4424 Combat Team's gbility to completely destroy the enemy’ ra
of defensive fortifications, hewn out of solid rock and reinforced with
concrete, which formed the western anchor of the Uethic Line. These
fortifications were so constructed as to give interlocking fires and all-
around protection to the defenders and to afford cobservation for the enemy
mobile field guns as well as his batteries of long range ceastal rifles
located on Punta Bisnca, a peninsuls jutting out from La Spesia. They were
dug into mountain pesks rising almost sheer from the coastal plain, themselves
fornidsble nstural barriers, and lesding up to Mt, Folgorite(2600') and Kt.
Carehio(3000') the peaks of which rave the enemy unlimited observation of the
Ligurien Coast and Highway #1. USo long as the enemy held out here, the coast
and the route north were untenable. These rock masses were bare of vegetation
save for scanty scrub growth, Their surfaces were steep and in places pre-
cipituous. Loose soil and sliding rock made the slow, lsborious ascent
dsngerous in itself without the added hazard of enemy observation and fire.
The enemy forces, which had been upgraded for three weeks prior to the attaek,
were veteran troops of the 281st Fegiment, 1li8th Division, later reinforced by
five ersck battalions which had initially been in reserve, but were later
comnitted by the enemy in sn effort to stop the L42d Combat Team.

In spite of these almost unsurmountable cbstacles, the ememy
positions which had resisted all ssssults through the fall and winter of
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19441545 were penetrated by the 442d Combat Team on the first day of the
attack, On the second day, 6 ipril, the entire enemy MLR from Serravezza
to ¥t Carehio was utterly destroyed and our positions were secure, Within
ten days, the 442d Combat Team had swept forward twelve miles over terrain
that was never less than mountainous, flanked Massa, occupied Carrara, and
was threstening the last defenses before the naval base of La Spezia.
e In detail, the operalicns of the 4L42d Combat Teem were as
]

The Combat Team commonder was first faced with the necessity of
making a diffieult decision: whether to throw two bsttalions against these
fornidsble positions in a frontsl sssault or to attempt an encireling movement
which would send one battalion inte a 2500 foot climb up the precipituous
slopes of Mt, Felgorite in total darkness, to be followed by a dawn attack
over unknown terrain, It was decided to follow the latter plan, sinece it gave
the Combat Team the advantoge of surprise snd, theugh the physical difficulties
were extreme, indicstions were that the terrain was so diificult the sneny

- had not fortified this spproach heavily., Consequently, the 100tk Sattalion
was assigned the task of meking a frontal attack on the enemy MLE, situated
on a series of sawtooth pesks culminating in the Mt. Folgorito hill mass.
These peaks had been designated from scuth to north ss "Georgia", "Ohio 1%,
"Chie 2", "Chie 3", and kt, Cerretta, The 3d Battalion was directed to make
the encireling movement against Kt, Folgorito, and the 2d Battalion was held
in mobile reserve, prepared to follow elther of the leading battalions should
the necessity avise, (Incl.#2, Sketch)

During the night of 3-4 April, the 3d Battslion marched to sn
assembly area in the mmall mountain town of Azzano on the kt. Cavalle hill
mass, separated by a narrow valley from Mt. Folgorite and under direct
observation of the enemy. The climb to the asssmbly ares required five hours
with full equipment, snd wus zccomplished in total darkness with the steep
rocky trail made even more dangerous by a drizzling rain, A miss-siep meant
a plunge of snywhere from 15 te 15C feet down the mountainside. In this elimb,
twenty-iive men of the battalion were injured in falls, 4ll the fellowing day,
L April, the battalion remeined hidden in the houses of Aszzzno since the
entire success of the operation hinged on secrecy.

The next night the 100th Battalion moved up to its line of
departure on the hill mass designated "Florida", just south of the enemy held
"Georgia” peak, effecting the relief of elements of the 371lst Infuntry
legiment without arousing the slightest suspicion on the part of the snemy
that & relief was taking place, 4t the same time, the night of 4=5 April,
the regimental Cannon Compsny moved into pesition at Vallecchia and tied inte
the Fire Direction Center of the 599th Field artillery, ascting ae an extra
battery. Anti-tank Company, unsble to employ its guns effectively in the
mountainous terrain was split up into platoons to act as carrying parties
for retions and ammunition and sssist as litterbearers where needed, Two
platoons were assigned to the 3d Battalien, and one each to the 100th and 2d
Battalions. The regimental commsnd post was establiched at Vallecchia and
econtect established with the two attacking battalions.

At 042200B April, the 3d Battalion moved out Irem Azzano, taking
only Companies I and L and the machine gun platoons of Company M for the
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initial assault, which wss to be made from the saddle between Mt, Folgorite
and ¥t, Carchic at 0505008, at the same time the 100th Battalion made its
frontal assault on the enemy MLE, Picking a moute of advance based only en
limited visual recormalesance snd the unconfirmed information of & Partisan
as to the wheresbouts of enenmy concentrations, the battalion climbed toward
its objective, The "trail® zi zagged constantly upwards over the treachere
ous, shale-covered slope, The men, with full battle ejquipment, ineluding
mortars sand machine guns, crawled for the most part on their hands and knees
or pulled themselves up by grasping a low growing shrub or the rifle butt of
the man gbove them, but often slipping and falling until a comrade caught
them %0 push or pull them forward again. One rifleman wes hospitalized when
a falling boulder struck him and hurled him 60 feet down the slope. Many
others suffered bruises and sprains but none turned back. /Ancther example of
the difficulty of the ¢limb can be glesned from the fact that it was later

to set up sixteen relay sid posts slong the trail to evacuate the
battalion's wounded,

The attack on the Mt, Folgorito-lt, Carchio ridgeline was sched-
uled for 0500 hours and was to be made without srtillery preparation. Due
um.mwmmmmcfumummmuﬂcwmmnm
of departure, the troops did not jump off until some minutes after the sched-
uled time, but by 0600 hours, some time before dawn, the sttack was in full
swing. in,&odmﬁghthnmmmmdm“ ting effort,
plunged into an attack on strong enemy positions, Company L ewung south
mm:mmmru@uuwcquzamtommt north
along a spur toward ¥t, Carchio., Oun positions were seized and the enemy
idlled or made prisoner, and it was evident that cosplete surprise had been
achieved., By C730 the ridgeline was secured, but it was evident that the
enemy were now thoroughly aroused, It was considered inadvisable to waste
men trying to seize Mt, Csrchio at this time, so Company I contented itself
with driving the amall enemy foree into the recesses of the peak, meanwhile
destroying two cbservation posts by artillery fire, leanwhile Company L
was driving repidly toward Mt, Felgorito, until they were halted and forced to
seelc cover about midway to the peak a8 the enemy, desperate to hold this key
observation post, countered with s storm of small arme, machine gun, mertar,
and artillery fire, Casualties were heavy, but the attacking forces held
grialy to the ground already seized, and repelled a sharp counterattagk. Nove
ing carefully through the heavy fire, Company L had reached the base of the
extreme peak of Mt. Folgorito, when the enemy observation posi located on the
sumnit, called down a ring of fire from heavy mertars, artillery, and the heavy
coastal rifles of Funta Bisnca sround the peak. Although casualties were
again heavy, the attacking troeps made thelr way with great coursge and deter-
mination through the fire, secured the base of the peak, and stormed the sumuit,
In & fierce hand to hand encounter the ensmy suffered six killed and four cap-
w,m-mmmumfommmmﬂum.mwum
Pianc spur which m southwest frem Nt, Fclgorite- Ihe 3d Battalion, now
Joined by K and the remainder of G M, which had suffered 3€
casualities from enemy mortar fire as they made their way up the steep
slopes to rejein the battalion, dug in to hold the ground gained.

Simultaneously with this operstion, the 100th Battalion of the
k24 Combat Team had attacked north toward Nt. Folgorite as the 3d Battalion
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drove scuth, A ten minute preparatery barrage by the 559th and 329th Field
artiilery Battalion, the Cannon Company of the 442d Combat s B Company
of the 895th Tenk Destroyer Battalion, B Company of the £4th Chemical Bate
talion (L2 mortar), and the assault gune of the 758th Tank Battelions had
driven the enemy into his ewmplavesents, and the 100th Battalion attacked
behind this devasteting fire at CSCS00B Aprdl., 'The first cbjective wae
"ggorgia” pesks 'This imob of solic rock, eontaining at lesst fifteen emplace-
mentes snd manned by a company of the enemy, had never been reduced though it
hdd been shelled and attacksd constently over g five month period. The leade
ing elements of the l00th Battalion had advanced approximately 150 yards
toward their objective through & thickly sown minefisld when an enemy mine
ws tripped. Almost fmmedistely, seven more mines were tripped, ceusing
heavy cessualties and bringing down grenade, sutosatic and small arms fire
on the attacking foreee, Not once did the troops falter. By 0532 B, they
hed destroyed the eneuy's defenses and galned the crest of the "Georgia"

« It had taken the L4Zd Combat Team exactly 32 minutee to accomplish
a mission that hed resisted the best efforts of friendly troops for five
monthe, Now thoroughly aroused, the enemy threw heavy concentrations of
morter and artillery fire on the reverse slope of "Georgia® 28 the lesding
slenents advanced down the slope to attack the first of the "Oklo" peaks.
In addition, enemy nachine guns located in bunkers set into the saddle be-
tween the two peaks opened up, pinning the assauli compuny to the ground.
&till another company was forced to seek cover ss they tried te maneuver
to the left of the leading elenente, Mortar and artillery firve failed to
dent the well-econstrueted esplocements. Finally, the troops of the AL2d
Combat Team, infiltrating through the fire at the cost of heavy casualties
" to themselves, closed to sssault range and attacked the¢ xplscements with
grenades and bazookas. The battle raged throughout the duy, and by night~
fall, sgeinst fanaticsl resistence; iwelve bunkers were destroyed and the
position taken, At 0523458, the enemy mounted a strong ¢ounterattack, but
the atteck was smashed and thrown bsck after an hour-long firefight at
close range. '

A complete tabulation for the Combat Team for the day revealed
that in addition to the ground gained, 30 enemy were known to have been
killed, 12 bunkers were desiroyed or captured, 17 machine guns and three 7imm
howitzers were captured, und seversl tons of explosives, ammunitlon, and
supplies were taken intact, This had been achieved at a cost to the Combat
Tean of 20 killed in setion anl 123 wounded, .

Although cwsuzlties had been extremely heavy amd fighting had
continued intermittently throughout the night, the LA2d Combat Tesm allewed
the enemy mo time for rest or reergenization. The night of 5 April, the
2d Bsttalion was conmitted from reserve and sent over the same route that
the 3d Battalion had followed the previous night, passing through the 3d
Battalion on 6 April amd launching en Lmmediate attack to the north on

¥t. Belvedere, the last terrain festure before the key comsupicstions center
of Masss, It wes decided by the Combat Team commander to do this because of
the wryent need to deal the eneny continued hammer blows before he could
recover, even though the unit to the left had not advanced, leaving the CT's
left flenk exposed for a depth of 2 miles., The right flunk was tetelly
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exposed, there being no, troops closer than the Serchio Valley.
: m-hmh.éw,:rﬁnMMthmm

peakks, AS the plenes arrived, cach made en initial psss for range, Cround
observers relsyed corrections to officers at regimental hesdquarters who in
turn relayed them to the pilots through air liason personnel there. In this
way, pin-ppint bembing and strafing were achieved. Following this amissiea,
the 100th Battslion attacked behind a ten-minute artillery concentration.
Although the enemy was battersd ond stunned, small groups resisted desperately
with machine guns, small srws and grenades, but they were no mateh for the
determined attackers who closed repidly with each group and wiped it out,

The close coordination of the eneiy's fires had been destroyed by the devas-
tating accurscy of the asir aittack directed by the observers of the Combat
Teans Troops sdvanced pethodically from pesk to peak, effecting a junction
with troops of the 3d Battalion advaneing from the north at 1930 B, In

their push, these troops had engajed in a two-hour battle with enemy strong=
points on the north slope of it, Cerretts, killing about 20 of the enemy and
capturing eleven after fightiang their way to hand ;renace range. Nesnwhile
the 24 Battalion had relieved elements of the 3d, completed the reduction of
Mt., Cerchio snd initiated an assault on Ht. Belveder< oy the end of the day.
During the fighting on & April, the enenmy casualties wers 21 kuown dead and
106 captured by the 442d Combat Team., ‘he combat team lost 13 killed and

6C wounded. '

; The 442d Combat Team continued to organize and ¢leer the ground
gained of enemy forces, meanwhile continuing to push relentlessly to the
north, fSlements of the 3d Battalion in a furious twoehour battle wiped out
an snemy force which had been infiltrating toward ¥i, Folgerito from the west
flank of the combst team up the Celle Plano spur., Feamwhlle other elements
of the 4424 Combat Team etruck west along the north side of the Celle Fiane
spur, end, in a brilliant encireling smovement, entered the town of Strinate
and csptured four eighty-one sm mortars, hundreds of rounds of ammunition,
and twenty-three of the enemy after a short skimis:. While this aectien
was taking place the 2d Battalion of the 442d Combat Team had secured about
half of the plateau-like expanse of the summit of ki, Belvedere, the defense
of which the enemy had intrusted to the crack Machine Cun Battalion "Kessel-
ring", now reorgsunized and fighting as infantry. These veteran troeps gave
ground grudgingly and battersd the attacking troops with heavy concentrations
of mortar, artillery, and fire from the deadly coastal rifles on Punia Blaneca,

Throughout this three day actlon, troops of the 442d Combat Team
not engaged in actual conflict with the enemy worked twenly-four hours a
day, under fire, in order to give the fighting troopes fire support snd accom=
plish the herculean task of supply and evacuation, Cannon Company of the LA2d
Combat Team, farther'forward than sny other elements of the Division artillery,
fired 1497 rounds in support of the attack during this three day peried,
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despite the fact that the enemy from his comanding ground had divect obser-
vation on their gun positions and consistently fired counter-battery at

thefly guns, The regimental Service Company, reinforced by the 206th irmy
Gmﬁ Force Band, maintained a constant flow of supplies as far forward as
tru could be driven over roads that were constantly interdicted by the
eneny's heavy guns, in addition to maintaining asmunition, gasoline, and ra-
tion dumps in the company erea so that emergeney calls for asmunition and
other supplies could be filled with & minimum of delay, Since it wes nec-
essary during the initial three days of the attack to hand carry supplies and
smmunition to the sttacking battalions, over terrain so steep and broken that
there was no footing even for mmles, the regimental supply personnel secured
carrying parties partisan® and eivilians, sugmented by extra men of the
Service-Company, Provisional Feplacement Company, the 206th Army Ground
Forece Fand, and the Asnti-Tank Company. These carrying parties packed sup-
plies, water, and vitally needed ammunition to the three forward battaliens
on three succeselve nights, each round trip requiring sixteen houwrs of the
most exhausting physical effort, VWhen civilians panicked and deserted during
an enemy mortar barraege on the carrying party, the troops of the 442d Combat
Team sssumed the extra loed and successfully supplied the front~line troops.
In addition, troops of the Anti-Tank Company and the FProvisional Replacement
Company assisted the mediecal personnel of the L42d Combat Team in hand carry-
ing the wounded over this same exhausting route, day and night for three days.
(Inels #5, Operations reports).

. The fourth day of the attack, & April, saw the 442d Combat Team
launch & two-pronged attack, the 2d Battalion to complete the reduction of
lt, Belvedere and the 3d Bgttalion to make a rapid attack down the Colle
Piano spur, and seize the cosmunity of Montignoso, thus opening Highwayfl
almost to Massa and cutting the former 16 hour supply and evacuation route
dazed and confused enemy offered
the 3d Battalion, and Celle Piane

Two hours laster, Montignoso was in the hands of
Combat Team, and fifty of the enemy had been made prisener. On the
. %u & dawn attack, over-
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with = series of heavily defended enemy strongpoints and destroyed them
ene. 4t 2000 hours, the 2d Battalion had seized the ridge, only '
mortars and barrages from enemy self-propelled guns on the coastal plain,
followsd by several enmemy counterattacks, With the asdded support vy
machine guns, the troops of the 2d Bsttalion beat back these counterattacks,
but only after two desperate charges by the enemy had penetrated their positions
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causing great confusion in the darkness,

Mgsnwhile, other clements of the 2d Bsttalion, 442d Combat Team
were adveneing down the slopes of Mt, Belvedere toward the Frigido River
Valley, their objective tb seize the toms of Altagnana snd Pariana on the
reverse slopes of Lt, Belvedere, where the enemy was thouphd to be mustering
reserves to counterattack the positions on Mt. - By nightfall,
advance elements of the battalion had reached the outskirts of beth towns in
the face of long range machine gun fire and heavy concentrations of mortar fire
vhich raked their routes of sdvance, causing heavy casuslties, During the day'e
action, the enemy lost forty~two known dead and fifty-sight vaptured to the
Lh2d Combat Team, :

The following day, 9 April, the 442d Combat Team resumed its drive
on the ensmy forces, e 3d Battalion resumed its attack sgainst Altagnana and
Pariang, A) ans was cleared against light resistance in the early morning
hours., The battle for Parféna, however, raged all through the day, first the
enemy snd then the troops of the 442d Combati Team gaining the upper hand, At
12005 hours, elements of the 2d Battelion had penetrated the town, but were
immedistely driven baeck by e viclous counterattack by infuntry, two ameored
cars, a tenk, and supported by self-propelled and machine gun fire from both
flanks, Fecovering, the troops of the 2d Battalion turned & 8lam mortars they
hzd captured two hours earlier on the Germans and again drove them off, fThen,
in house to house, room to room fighting they proceeded to dsstroy the Machine
Gun Battalion "Kesselring", killing 77 and eapturing 75 of the enemy(including
three officers). They also seized one house filled with msunition, four 50mm
morters, 12 8lam mortars, 16 machine guns, and grent quantities of samzll arms
and equipment, 7Two armored cars were damaged, but escaped.

Concurrently with this smashing blow at the enemy, the troops of
the 3d Battalion, which had now driven sbreast of the 2d Bgttalion, advaneced
on the Cplle Tecchione ridge line, During the night of 8«9 April, the ememy
had infiltrated a large force back onto the ridge from the western tip, and
were again threatening the 2d Battalion., The advance of the 3d Battal
directed by the Combat Team commander caught these troops in
which there was no escape, The 3d Dattalion pounded this force to pieces with
8lom and L2 mortar fire, rockets and automatic weapens, They
the enemy, captured 20, and seized seven machine guns, four mortars, six
machine pistols, and one full truck load of smsunition,

The enemy now retreated hesdlong for his second defensive position,
the so-called "Creen Line", The LL2d Combat Team, although it had fought for
five consecutive days and nights over terrain as rugged and broken as any in
the Apoennine chain, had utterly destroyed two battalions of the enemy and h
badly mauled a third, itself sustaining heavy casualties in the process, now
pressed on rapidly, On 10 , through intermittent artillery fire, the 24
Battalion scaled 3000 foot Kt, Brugiana, which dominates both Massa and Carrara.
The 3d Battalion, attacking on the left of the 2d, crossed the Frigide River,
seized Bergiola Foscalina, and took the western slopes of Et. Brugiana, mean-
while protecting its own left flank and réar, since the unit on the left had
not yet advenced beyond Massa. ‘uickly, the Combat Team Cormander sssembled
_the Anti-Tank Company, dispatehed it to Forno snd Orenda on the right(eastern)
flank of the Combat Team to esteblish road blocks, 2}' :i.::hnmfmr
asccomplished successfully although the company was subjec mortar rom
the mountains to the east and were forced to repel two enesy reiding parties
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in a brisk skirmish, The 100th Battalion was then assembled in Altagnana to
guard ageinst atteck from the right rear, while elements of the 370th Infantry,
92d Division took over the garrison of Mt., Belvedere and Mt, Carchio,

The following day, the battalions of the 4424 Combat Team were
rapidly leap-frogged. The 100th Battalion was dispatched to the extreme right
flank, and seized Collonnata after an eight hour climb through an abandoned
marble guarry, capturing twenty-two prisoners. The 2d Battalion held ¥t.
Brugiana, while the 3d Battalion pushed rapidly shead, drove into Carrera,
and secured the city together with = welleorgenized Partisan group. Fellowing
this, the battalion quickly spread out to the surreunding hills, occupying
Torano, Sorgnsno, snd Oregnana (Incl #4, Sketeh).

The 2324 Combot Sngineer Company, whidh had previously worked
day snd night opening the swply route to Kassa, now battled furiocusly against
time toc open Highway #1 to Carrara, even though their working parties were
constantly harassed by sniper and heavy artillery fire. In addition, they
were faced with the task of opening a route to the 100th Battalion to the
east, ‘he engineers were zlso faced with a new and deadly demolition devieae.
Three twelve inch shells had been wired together by the Gemmuans and set £ -
feet under the road, which was then resurfaced to prevent the detection of
the cherges, which were detonated by a stake-~type device, The engineers lost
four bulldozers te these deadly mines, but the crews continued on, even thoveh
each man realized the deadly danger under which he worked, The supply route was

in the face of these obstacles just twelve hours after the fall of
Carrara,(Inel #5, Operstions feports). :

On 13 April, the 442d Combat Team resumed its drive, now pressing
toward Aulla, vital road center, which controlled the only avenues of escape
for the enemy in this sector to the Po Valley. The 2d Battelion rapidly
advanced on Castelpogzlo, and occupied the hills beyond, preparing for an
attack on Mt, Pizzacute, The 100th Battalion was moved imie Gragnsna in close
support; coming under violent enemy shellfire in the p « The 3d Battalion
was in Carrara to protect the regimental left and rear until the 4734
Infantry should advance that far, It also ceame under heavy and sustained fire
fron the eneny's coastal rifles,

Because of the fact that the forward elements of the 2d Battalion
were spread very thin, the Combat Team Commander decided to move B T.ompany te
Castelpoggio during the night of 13-14 April to reinforce the 2d Battalien
commsnd group there. Increased enemy activity also indicated that such a
move was necessary. On 14 April, under cover of an early morning fog, a
battalion of the enemy, supported by 1€ machine guns, sdvinced to within 30
yards of the town before they were detected by the outposts. In the ensulng
fivefight, which lasted two and one-half-howrs, the enemy lost at lsast eight
killed, 16 wounded, and carried awsy many of his casualties when he withdrew.
This force was identified as the lst Battalion, 36lst Panser dht.:ln

t PG Division. la identified were the 4th Hight
Ba mu&,”&mr erack unit, E.'ﬁ the 3d Battalien, 36lst hegiment from

the Cerman Sentral mobile reserve behind Bologna., In splite of the fact that
“Be
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his situation in the Fo Valley was critical, the enemy was now diverting
some of his scant reserves to stop the drive of the LL2d Combat Team on
his lifeline at iulla. 'The enemy had also committed the Hittenwald ¥t,.
Battollon and lst Battalion, 285th Infantry Regiment in the sector.

Following the breaking of this counterattack, the 2d Battalion
pressed forward, and by 1900B hours had seized Et., Pilzszacuto, with 2 loss
to the Germens of 12 Killed and 54 captured,

Thue within 10 days, the 442d Combat Team hed ceptured 504
prisoners, killed 307, and wounded or killed an additionsl 250 enemy troops,
In addition, it had destroyed 35 bunkers, captured or destroyed 59 machine
guns, 20 Elmm mortars, & 50mm mortsrs; 3 75am pack howitzers, Z 20mm guns,
and took tens of ammunition and other materiel. Uore impertant, however,
is the fact that the 442d Combat Team was ocble to seize the key heighte of
Nt, ‘olgorito and Mt, Carchio. For with these went the wmemy's lust hope
of holding the coastal sector. Zhe fall of kassa and Carrare were assured
and the way was opened to la Jpezia and Cenoca. The attack that began as
a diversion had, largely due to the offorts of this Combat Team, become an
all=out assault.

3. OSketehes: Showing movements of troops cited and general terrain
features. (3ee attsched overlays: OUblique)

Le as Nature of terrain: Mountainous with steep slopes and scant
growth, insdeguate road net. This necessitated the hand-
carrying of supplies durlifg such of the sction. -

be Lnemy morale: Very good, After recovering from initial
surprise, enemy resisted fiercely.

¢. Norasle of our troops: GSxcellent, despite sdverse terrain

- obstacles.

d. Weather: Iilisty snd sometimes cloudy in the moming, usually
clearing in the afterncon. _

e. BSxsct time and dates of actien: O500B 5 april 1945 to 1900B
1 April 1945.

5., a. bNumber of men sssigned to unit cited who took part in sctioms

5 April: 442d Inf Regt- 3435; 232d Engrs-163; 206th ACGF
Bend-303 6 2pril: A442d Inf Rest~3300; 232d Engre-159; 206th
AGF Band-30; 7 4pril: 4424 Inf Regte 3482; 232d Engrs-159;
206th AGF Band-303 € Aprdl: 4424 Inf Fept-34062; 232d Engrse
1593 206th AGF Band-30; 9 April:s 442d Inf Regt-3500; 2324
Engrs-160; 206tk ACF Band-303; 10 April: 442d Inf Regt-3473;
2324 Bngre=-1553 =Lbth ACF Band-30; 11 April: 442d Inf Regt-
350); 232d Zngre-153; 206th ACF Band=-30; 12 April: &42d Inf
Regt=3544; 2320 Sngre-1543 206th AGF Band=30; 13 Aprils Ak2d
Inf Hegt 3551; 252d fngre-lSk4; 206th ACF Bsnd-30C; 14 April:
Li2d Inf Regt=3522; 232d Engrs-167; 206th AGF Band-30.

b. Number of casualties suffered by unii cited: 56 KIA end 247 WIA.

¢. Approximate strength of treops adjscent and in support, and
character of suypert rendered by other units: One battalion

-9~
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of 370th Inf attacked along the coastal plain on left flank

gelning approximately 1000 yards before it was stopped. &,?B'd

Inf Regt, which relieved the 370th Inf on 7 April, tock up the

Combat leam's left flamk snd attacked along the coastal plain,

The 599th Fi Bn, 329th FA Bn, lst Platoon of B s 896th

0 Bn, B Company, 84th Chemicel Battalion(h.2 mortars), and

assgult Guns of the 758th Tank Battalion supported the Combat

Team's attack by firing on targets as called for by the Bn

commanders through forward observers. The 57th Fighter Group,

XXII Tactical air Command, 12 AAR supported the Combat Team's

attack by bombin: and strafing eneny strongpoints, : &

Approximate strength of enemy: 1lst and 2d Battalions, 28lst '
Regt, 146th Ulv; "Nesselring Machine Gun Battalion"; lst
Battalion, 2E5th Regt, 148th Divy Ath High Nt. Battalien; 1st
and 3d Battelions, 36lst Panser Crenadier fegt; kittenwald Mt,
Baettalion; snd supporting artillery, seli-propelled guns and
engineers, . . |

Charscter of enemy fire and observation: ZEnemy had good oheer—
vation frem prepared positions on commanding gound, autematic

agpons fire wae heavy; and artillery fire, especially from
owhiil cuns locsted on Punta Bianca, was both heavy and ac-
curnte. Morter fire was slse heavy in the early stages of the
action, -

Apparent eneny intention or objectives: To hold the commanding
ground in this sector ak long as possible ind prevent the
allied troops from advaneing,

Losses suffered by the enemy: 504 priscners, 307 killed and an
additional 250 wounded or killed; 35 bunkers destroyed, 59
mechine guns, & heavy mortars, & light mortars, 3 75nm pack
howitzers and 2 20mm guns destroyed or captured; in addition
& great number of rifles, machine pistols, grenades and tons
of ammunition sznd equipment were taken. -

f B

7. I have persenzl knowledge of the facts stabted above.

&, Previous Citations:

100th Infantry Battalien (Seperate), per Section VII, General
Order #121, Hq 5th amy, dtd 18 July 1944.

100th Battalion, 442d Combat Team, per Section 11, Genersl Crder
#360, Hy 7th Army, dtd 3 August 1945.

2d Battalion, 442d Cembat Team, per Section I, General Opder
§89, Hg 5th Amiy, dtd 17 July 1945,

3d Battalion, 4424 FCT, per Section 11, General Order @317,
Hq 7th Army, dtd 16 July 1945.

Companies F & L (Task Force 0'onnor) , Lu2d Combet Team, per
Section I, Genersl Order #13, Hg Tth Army, did 21 Janusry
1948, - . ,

9, PEQPOSED CITATION:

The 4LLZD F.‘EMT&L COMBAT TEAM, less the 5224
- 10 -



Ltr Hq 92d Inf Div, swjs "Citation of Unit®, dtd 7 Oct 45,

Field Artillery Battalion, is cited for cutetanding sceomplishment in combut
during the perlod 5 April to 14 /April 1945 in the vicinity of Serrevezza,
Carrars, and Foedineve, ftaly. ‘hen the 93d Infuntry Division, with the
ih2d Combut Team stteched, was ordered to cpen the Fifth imy offensive by
exseuting « diversionary sttack en the Ligurien Coast of Itsly, the Combat
Team was ordered to mske the mauin effort of this attuck, By executing a
daring and skillful flenking stteek on the positions which formed the western
enchor of the fermidsble Uothie Line, an sitack which necesaitated that the
striking foree of the Combst Team elimb for hours over precipitous terrsin
and lsunch an atisck without rest or recrgunisation, positions whieh hed
withstood the best efforts of friendly troope for five months were over-run
snd complotely destroyed in four deys., This was sceomplished in the face of
skilled eneny troops whe were nearly equal in strength %o the atbaseking
forces and who had had at least {ive monthe to luprove their positions,
located on fommidable and tsetically sound natural barriers. ‘Then, although
their cssualtiss hud boen heavy :nd the action had been physically eshausting,
the ih2d Combat Tesm pressed fopwerd, allowing the retresting enesy no time
for rest or reorganisation, liberated the eity of Carrara, seized the heighis
bayond, and opened the way for further advances ‘on the key road center and

ei’ La Spesis, and later, Uenca, It accomplished the mission of creating
& diversion slong the Ligurian Cosst of Ilaly which served «8 a feint for
the subsequent bresk-through of Fifth Apmy foress inte fologns snd the Fo
Valley, sttacking with such sklll. ind daring thot the eneny was compelled to
divert part of his despersiely needed central reserve o seet this thrust.
In ten cday's fighting, the ik2d Combat Team had advenced fiftesm (15) miles,
captured 504 primners, killed 307, and probgbly wounded or killed an ade
ditional 250. inemy materiel captured or destroyed by the Combat Team
ampunted to 35 bunkers, 59 wachine guns, 20 heavy morters, € light mertars,
and nuserous other weapons and tons of supplies, The Combat Yeam suffered
losses of 56 killed snd 247 wounded in action, By successfully acecmplishing
this mission, the ii2d Combet Team turned an action which had been ordered as
s diversionary sttsek into & full scale offensive vhich played en imporfan
pert in the final destruction of the German srmies in Itsly. 'The gallantry
and esprit de corps displayed by the officers snd men of the 442d Tegimental
Combat Team against s formidable enemy snd great natural obstscles exemplify
the finest traditions of the irmed Forces of the United States.

) J. B, WOO0D, .
Eﬂ.@di&r m’ %;Q- st Aog
6 Inels: Inel #1 - Sketeh Commanding,

Inel #2 = Sketeh -
inel i3 - Jketeh
Inel & - Sketeh
Inn) #5 -~ Uperations fegports -

- Separate Cos, L4zd ICT, )
incl 76 = H*‘P:I ‘-;ﬂ'g.‘a,‘s. iy 229 _ 1‘50’@ '

Number: 104=-1; $6-11; 96-I11.
. _ 1,11-..-



ANTISTANK COMPANY
HHR2D REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM
APC 782 U 8 Ay

7 Ostober 1945
SUBTRCT: Operational Report e

TO ¢t Commending Cfficer, 442d Reglmeantal Combat Team
APD 782, U, 8, Army.

On the morning of 4 April 1945, the 3d and 4Lth
platoons, Antitank Company, 424 Infantry, moved into Serra-
vezze =8 litter besrers, ration carriers, smmunition beerers
end P, 0, #, gusrds with the 34 Esttalion, 442d Infantry. The
34 Bettallon, 4424 Infantry stiszoked snd osptured Mt, Carchio
end M, Folgorite, DLuring this aotion the Jd and 4th platocns
were performing their duties ss deseribed asbove., Om 5 April
1945 the 3rd =ad 4th platoons .continued being attached to the
Jrd B-ttalion, The lst pletoen wus attached to the 100th Bate
talion, 4424 lafantry se carrying porty. The 24 platoon was
attoched to the 100tk Eattalion as litter bearers, '

on & ipril 1945, the lst platoon continued =8 litter
bearers with the lO0th Lattalion, 24 platoon wes relieved from
100%h 2nd atteched to 24 Bettolion while the 34 snd fth platoon
was sttsehed to 4 Battallon,

On 7 April 1945, the 34 =nd 4th platoons were
relieved of attechment to the 34 Lsttalion, 4424 Ialentry, sad
etinehed t0 the 24 Batuislion, 4424 lofentry s litter Learers,
The aid station snd the evecuation route down Ht, Carehic teo
Azzeno was under observed mortar snd srtillery lire couing
down from Mt, Altissimo,

On 8 rpril 1945, Antitenk Cospeny, was relieved of
attechment oad returned to the Compeny C, Pe at Pletrassnta.
for the next two dsys the Company remained 2t Filetrasants,

During the daye frow b April vo & .pril 1945, it
was the men of Antit mk Company who eerried rations, led
mule trains, snd earried medieszl equipment to thelr owa
positions,

On 10 April 1945 the lst and 3d plotoons were sent
to estuilish roud blocks on the right flenk of the regimental
sector «t Yorno snd Cronda, The mine pletoon was used to
sweep rosde for mines in freat of the sdvaneing lst =ad 34
platcons, The 24 plstoon wes kept In the Company C.l. '8
reserve. :



(CONT'D) ) -2 =

On 11 end 12 April 1945, the 1lst, 34 and 4th
platoons were engnged =8 rirle troops on our rignt flank,
During this time the platoon leaders with the help of the
Italisn Partisan leaders organized a group of 100 or more
Partisans to help protect our right flank., During this
time the 24 plstoon was used to carry water, rations,
ammunition and mediesl suppllies to the lst, 3d, sznd 4th
platoons. '

On 13 April 1945; the 1lst, 34 and Lth platoons
received a conslideravle amount of wmorter fire. The Cowpany
CePe moved to o new area in Montignoso about 1300,

On 14 April 1945, the 3d plstoon wes relieved =and
returned to the Comprny C.F. as regimental reserve.

On the evening of the 13 April 1945, the Regiment
was notified of the lst, 3d, and 4th pletoons having some
Itelian Faselst prisoners who had been attacking the town
of Resceto which was in the immediate vieinity of the road
blocks. These fascists had come from Mt, Tambura on e
mission to determine the strength of the Ameriecan units,.
81ix Fascists were captured end two eseaped,

//;/ Charles L., Schettler
CHARLES L. SCHETTLER
st Lt. Infantry

Commanding

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

ORVILLE C, SHIREY
Capt. Infantry,
8-2, L4424 RCT.



7 October 1945

SUBJSCT: Cperationsl Report.

° : Commanding Officer, 442d Romm Combat Team,
m 782’ v. 80 w

fthen the Combat Team was attached to the 92d Infantry Division
for operstions along the Ligurien Coast of Italy, it was directed that Cenw
non Company be attached to the Artillery Battalion in direct support of the
Combat Team, in this instence, the 599th Field irtillery Battalion. As
attached, the company served as an exira battery for the 599th irtillery
sattalm However, the company furnished a proporticnate share of forwanrd
observer teams to the battalion and employed 1ts commuters at the battalion's
fire direction center.

On 4 april 1945, between Z030B and 2130B hours, the company moved
out into positions in the vicinity of Ripa, Italy (97.0 - 95.5)« During
the night positions were prepared, sammunition supplies breught up end the
gune registered to fire the initial barrdge the following morning.

By the following morning, the positions were comgleted and the
company gune joined in firing the initlal barrage which was te be followed
by the sesault by feottroops of the Combat Teamm. ‘The company fired 650
rounds in direct surport of the Combat Team in missions throughout the day.

On 6 April, the company remained in pesition nesr Fipa, firing 504
rounds of H,8. snd 39 rounds of ".F, in support of the Combat Team. The
first ckservation team of one officer and 6 enlisted men were sent forward
to the 2d Battalion. Dus to the diffieult terrsin and the desire to lay
telephone wire for communicaiion in sddition to the radio, a large party from
the company was requived. Iuring this day, counter-battery fire on cur gun
positions were received.

On 7 April, the company ﬂrod 304 reunds of H.%, on enemy positions
in support of the Combat Team.

X The next day, & ipril, the company fired 260 rounds of H.5. Tar- °
gcta were nearing extreme ronge and reconnaissance was carried out for dise
placement forward. During the first &4 daye in pesitions near Ripa, the
company was subjected to enesy harsceing artillery fire, mostly during the
hours of darkness, FHowever, nc casvalties or damages were sustained, though
several rounds fell within 10 yards of the gun pits. OSupplies of asmunition
and rations were brought forward during the hours of darkness as the road
leeding to the gun positions was under enemy cobservation and subject to
artillu'y fire. After dark on this evening, the company pnpand to displace
to new positions in the vieinity of Yontlgnoso.

on 9 April, d‘lsplaemt to the new position al llontignoscs was
-omlat.od at 01308 hours, luring the blackout drive, the 4th ‘ection prime
mover overturned in a bomb crater at the edge of & road, killing one and
isjuring five others, All casualties were svacuated md the Lth Section
gun was manned by men drawn {rom cther sections in order to keep all six
guns in sction, An observation team of one officer and three men jJoined

|



{(cont)

the 3d Battalion as forward cbservers, »wine, the day, 124 rounds o.f Hella
were fired in support of the Combat Teau.

On 10 April, the company fired 200 rounds of H.3, asnd on the
fellowing day, 11 April, 5 rounds were fired on base point for registrations
However; most enemy targeis were out of renge end displacemsni forward was
not poésible a8 roads were ispassable., The coupany fired no rounds the
following day, stlll unsbls to displace due to luwpasssble rosds.

Un the 13th of ipril, the company displaced forwerd to new posi~-
tions st Carrare, The position wae oceupied jJust befere dewn., It was lesrned
lster thei the compeny wes under hostile observation and that for several
hours there were no friendly troops other than the company as flank seeurity
of the Combat Team., Imnediately upon the opening of fire for registration
in the afterncen, counter-battery fire was recelved from enesy self-propelled
guns and artillery located at “unte Vianca. One man was wounded by this fire.

. During the night of 13«14 April, the company wus subjected to
moderate enemy artillery fire, wounding three enlisted men, one of whom died
“later, ‘'wo rounds of W.P. were fired in an attespt o reglster, but cbserva-
tion was impossible due to » heavy fog. However, enemy counter-batiery firs
was roceived imsediately zfter the company opened fire: 'he eneay had good
observation on the high ground in froat of the Neglment on cur lefi. -

/8/ uyﬁmy S Pruce
/t/ SYONEY 8. BIUCE
cnmanding

A THRUE SXIRACT COPY:

ORVIILE C. BHIREY
Captein, Infantry,
Bemily bi2d RCT,
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HEADWUARTERS COMPANY
4420 PEGIMENTAL CCMBAT TBAM
APO 782 US ARMY

7 Getober 1945
“UBJSCT: Operational Report.

T0 ¢t Commending Officer, 4h2d Regimental Combat Team, AFO #7682,
U, 8, ATy .

Prior to the day the Combat Team was alerted to go on line for the
spring offensive along the Ligurisn Coast, two enlisted men from the company
returned ’rom a mine schwol held at the 92d Division headqusrters near
Viareggio, Italy. The Radio Section received a new type of radio set
designated as the SCR 6B4, & comparetively new set for combat eperations.

On 5 April 1945, the day of the "jump-off", both the SCR 300 snd
684 redio sets opened their nets at 0455, Contact was esteblished with
cub plenes carrying the divisional commender and staff end the forwerd
observetion posts., 4ll enemy action was received through the 300 radio.

. Oné wire crew, the night before, 4 April, laid a communication line
to the Jd Battalion which was to attack lit. Felgorito at 0500 hours, This
line was laid under cover of darkness. Four wiremen each carried a D-R 4
(1/2 mile of 110 wire) up the steep slope where the 3d Battalion CP wae
located. Another wire crew lald communication lines to the 100th Battalion
CP, while another laid locals withhthe Regimental CP. After the 3d Battalion
Jusped off, the 2d Battalion moved into position msar the 3d Battalion CP.
One wire crew was sent out to' lay a line from the 2d Battalion to the CP,
This line was laid under enemy observation. The wire crews maintained
wire communications during the rest of the day and through the night.

On this day, the I & R platoon sent out two squad to operste an cbservstion
post for the Fegimental Staff., Communication lines were laid by the men in
the squads with the assistance of compeany wire crews. This line was laid uwp
a 500 foot hill in the vieinity of Vallecchia, From this OP, enemy action
on the right flank was observed. Information relayed to the CP proved

to be of strategic value as enemy was sent into disorganization and confusion
by friendly action.

On § April, the Radio Section continued to masintein cemmunication
on both the 300 and 694 sets,between the battalions and observation posts,
The mein radio trdaffic was on the 300 radie. The wire crew laid another
line to the 3d Battalion through another route as the battalion had moved to
another position., The wire men were forced to maintain the line 21l day
as the line was frequently cut by artillery fragments, The I & R platoen
cont inuved to man the Regimental OF all day end through the night by altemating

squads,

On 7 April, three men from the Eadio Section volunteered te
carry rations to the 3d Battalion . These three men were wounded when they
came under an intense mortar barrege.while carrying the supplies, Iwo switch-
board eperators from the Wire Section volunteered to carry rations and supplies
to the 3d Battalion on Mt, Folgorito. The I & R platoon continued to maintain
the observation post near Valleechis, while another squad was sent to maintain
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another OF located nesr Castello, As enemy artillery fire increased, the
comunication lines were broken, but in each instance, the lines were quickly
repaired by the men operating the CPs,

%hen the 442d Combut Team wes entering Montignose on € April, unidentified
tanks were observed by the 3d Battulion 0P, Before artillery fire was to be
placed, the identity of the tanl® had to be known, Contact with these tanks
was established through our 300 redio setsa, the tanks were friendly, 'The wire
section continued maintaining cawmuniestion lines, and also prepared for move-
ment to a new CP site., The I & E platoon was ca teo lay sacke pots near
lt, Folgorito for a supply route. 7The smoke screen was s suceess, enabling

to move zhead,

Cn 9 April, the Hegimentsl CF moved into Mentignosoe, The elements of
the I & R plstoon were attuched to the 2d Battalion to msintain an OP, The
follewing day, the platoon conlinued manning OPs, and also zided in bringing
bacle priscners to the rear Heginental CP. :

On 11 April, the forward radio crew departed for Fariana, carvying all
radio equipment themselves over steep and broken terrain, Although the terrain
was not favorsble for radio communication, communicstion was maintained.

On 13 April, the Negiments) CP moved into the town of Carrers. Wiremen
of the company laid wires to the separate companies, locals, and to the forward
battalions, One crew laid & line te the 3d Battalion in Cregnana and also set
up 2 switch, Another crew with the sssistant commnication’ officer, went to
Castelpoggio to lay the 24 Battalion line. ‘hile laying this line, the men
were under enemy observation mnd ceme under a barrage of mortar fire, Although
the Fegimentsl ¥ire crews usually lay lines te the battalion rear CPs, this
wire erew laid a line to the 24 Bettalion forward CP, The sviteh at Cragnana,
wiich came under heavy artillery fire, operated with efficiency with uhe wire
erew, Artillery fire coming frem Funta Blanca hit the town of Carrara contin-
ually, many hits were scored on the Regimental CP and campany CF, Two wire
men were wounded while laying wire to Service Company in Carrsrs by this fire,

/8/ ¥ilton A. Hirsh Jr

/t/ ¥ILTOR 4. HIRSH JR
Captein, Infantry,
Comnmanding,

A BXTRACT TRWUS CCPY
OMILIE C. CHIRSY

Captein, Infantry,
i M, M H.‘-T.



| MEDICAL DETACHMENT
* . LA2D REGIMENTAL COMBAT TSAM
APO 782 U S ARMY

7 October 1945

SUBJACT: Operational Heport,

10 : Commanding Officer, L42d lNegimental Combat Team,
APO 782, U. &5, ﬁrn_‘.y'.

On 5 April 1945, alter carrying on their backs medical supplies,
litters and individual full field pecks through steep and winding trails to
the “jusp=off"® point on the night of 3 April, the 100th and 3d Battalion
ledical Sections were commiited to asction, accompanying their respective
battalions. Both battalions met heavy nesistance immediaiely, and casualties
passing through beth battalion aid stations were very heavy. Constant enemy
artillery and mortar barrejes in-the vicinity of the forward aid stations
made treatment and evacuation of the wounded trying and difficults Despite
the mountainous and torturous teryein, the evacuation of casuvalties was
effected by the litter relay train system. This process took litter bearers;
walkine continuously, € hours to complete a case., ‘The first day's casualties
totalled well over 130 plus many medical cases, Due teo the fact that the
ald station groups anticipated heavy casuslties, all necessary arrangements
were completed before the "jump-off" and the casualiles were evacuaied and
trezted with minimum loss of time.

On 6 April, the 2d Batt-lion Medical Section moved intc line and
met the same difficult evacuation problems as other aid stations, In addi-
tion, the 2d Bn aid station was subjected to mortar and artillery barra es
and long renge machine yun fire, which made the precess cof treatment and
evacuation all the more trying., Iitter bearers from the Irovisional Company,
Company B, 317th Medicel Rattalion, and Italian Fartisans assisted the 24
Bn Medical “ection in evacuating the battalion's casualties,

During the first 4 days of action, ledical Detachment personnel,
who were serving the aid stetions and the front-line companies, suffered
casualties totalling 13 ¥IA end 1 KIA from enemy asction.

Through the night of € April and the morning of 9 /yril, the eva-
cuation of the wounded continued to remain over the long and torturous ter-
rain., However, the Combat Tean's casualiies since the first day became
considerably lower. OCn the afterncon of 9 April, s new route was opened on
Highway i1, redueing the 12-hour evacuation trip te 2 hours and relieving
somgwhat t.hc litterbearers, wiio had been working long continuous hours,

These included the men from the Frovisional Company, Antl-Tank Company, the
anti-tank platoons of 2ach battalion, and [talian eivilians,

On the 13th of Aipril, the Heglmental Section moved into Carrara by
mo tor convoy from Massa, During the evening, the ‘egimental CP and Aid
Station were subjected to heavy shelling from cosstal juns located at Punta
Bianca. 4 direct hit was sccred on our 23 ton truck, setting it and a medical



(conT)

Jeep which was adjacent to it on fire. Both vehicles were = totel loss.

. Byuipment and records were psrtly salvaged and no troop casusities were
suffered. During the four-bour peried from 1515 to 1500 howrs, sems 1300

rounds of fire of ell types were thrown near the fRegimental Section.

/8/ Clarence H, Buckley,

' /t/ CLARENCE H, BUCKLEY,
~ Major, Hedical Corps,
© Tegimental Surgeen.

A TRUR BXIRACT COPY:

ORVILLE C, SHIREY
Captain, Infantry,
8=2, Lh2d RCT.
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SERVICE COMPANY
442D REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM
APO #782 US.ARMY

7 Cetober 1945
SUBJECT: Operations Leport.

70 : Commending Officer, 4424 Regimental Combat Team,
APQ 782, U, 5. Army.

#hen the Combet Team launched the diversionary attack
slong the Ligurian Coast of Italy on 5 April 1945, the company
was bivouacked nesr Usmaiore, Italy, from whieh polnt it '
gserviced the attacking elsments of the Combat Team. Although
the ares dld not comes under enemy shellfire, elements of the
company, such as truck drivers hauling supplies to the forward
pattalion supply dumps, ceme under fire but without suffesring
casualties,

During the first five days of opersticns, the company
wos texed with the problem of reasching supplles to the forwurd
elements of the Combst Team, opersting on rugged mountalnous
terraln which necessitated the hand-carrying of all rations
and ammunition., The company supply officers and enlisted men
personnel attoched to each battelion, supervised the distribu-
tion and pscking of supplies, established supply routes up to
¥t, Folgorito and Mt Carchio, supervised the carrying parties
made up of both Combat Team personnel and Italisn civilians,
snd often times led the supply parties to the unloading point.

on 13 April, the compeny moved into Carrera by motor
gonvoy, and wes met by & hesvy artillery shelling ae it entered
the town. On this day, the Reglmentel ammunition dump wes also
moved into Carrara. Despite the shelling of the town, the
muniticns personnel successfully unloaded end placed the-
ammunition in = safe a place as possible. No casualties were
suffered by the company &8 spite of the artillery fire coming
from Punts Bdanca, The moving of the ammunition dump into the
town was necessary since the supply route to the south was
almost lmpassable due to snemy shelling =nd bridge blowiag.

Lnemy shelilng of the town continued intermitiently
during the day and night for the next several days.

The Fostal Seotion operated esch day, going for the
mall to Viaregglo snd making the distribution of mell snd parcels
to the ocompanies,.

/8/ Roderick Matheson
. /t/ RODERICK MATHESON
A TRUS EXTRACT COPY Captain, Infantry
Commanding.
ORYILLE C. SHIREY
ceptain, Infantry
Ge2, Lk2d RCT,



232D COMBAT ENGINEER COMPANY
442D REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM
APO 782 , U 8 ARMY

7 October 1945

SUBJECT: Operationsl Raparﬁ.

TO : Commending Officer, L4424 Reglmental Combat Team,
APO ?82, U. 8. Army.

- iWhen the 442d Infentry lsunched its attack along the
Ligurien Comst in Italy on 5 April 1945, the third platoon of
the Engineers was called upon to support the infantry by sweepe-
ing roads for mines and meintaining them in the ares north of
Hount Altissimo,

During the rapid advunoe of the 4424 Infantry the do-
zer was used constantly to fill road erasters, remove carcasses of
dead animals from supply lines, and bulld by-passes. On 10
April 1945, the 100th and 24 psattellions advaneing north and eust
of Massa in a drive towerd Carrara, Italy, were in need of a
suitable supply and evacustion route. The road rom Masse to
Canevera had been made impassable by & 50-yard long orater dug
by the retreating Germans on the out-skirts of lassa. It was
also mined with anti-tank, sati-personnel, and ertillery shells
gonverted into mines with pressure devices which were buried
toa deep for detection by electrical mine detectors or probing.

The 2328 “ngineers began the work of opening this vital
raute at 1300 hours -10 April 1945 in spite of heavy enemy artil-.
lery barreges which intermittently hit the srea and mines which
wers highly sensitized by the long periocd underground., The com=-
pany, reslizing the coritical need for the road for evacuestion
end supply, worked continuously, alternating asmong the three
platoons of 40 men sach on every shift, under iatermittent bere
rages which caused some damage to equipment mnd wounded two rifle-
men standing in the work ares, By methodical hend probing snd
by the use of detectors when feesible, 20 12" artillery shells
rigged as mines were removed with truek winches.  In sddition,
30 schu-mines, 3 Tellermines, and 5 Italisn box-anines were re-
moved. '
The highly sensitized nature of the mines amnd the d4if-
fleulty of detectlon mnde the work of the dozer operators o
hazardous proposition. Four dozer operstors who braved this danger
in order to help open the route without delay were wounded when
their dozers were blown up by undetected mines. Despite the
fact that 1 offiocer, 4 dozer operstors, and 2 other enlisted men
wore injured in four mine explosions and shelling continued un=-
abatingly the work wes coantinued without let-up.

Bee-hive charges were utilized in blowing up the side
of the cut to get material for an embankment. «+hen one ol the
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wrecked D-7 dozers could not be removed, an ingeniocus solution
was evolved whereby the iammovable dozer wes used as a trestle

- and a 30-feet bridge of 10-ton cspacity was bullt over it. Af=-
~ ter working from 1,00 10 April, the kngineers had the supply
and evacuation route open by 2200 hours the next day. The

open of this vital link from Massa to Canevara with & mine
imum of delsy helped open the only supply route and alleviated
the serious supply difficulty caused by terrain that precluded
the use of hand-carrying furtiou. :

Frequently details of men trom ths aanpnny were ﬁttl@hﬁ
ed and sttached to 4424 Infantry units to clear gaeps through
minefields and do other engineer work during infantry assaults.
During the attack of Mount Belvedere by the 2d Battalion, one
squad of the first platoon was atteched to ¥ Company to do
engineer work from 7 April to 10 April. On 12 April three en=
listod men were attached to I Company, and four enlisted men were
attached to L Compeny. One squad of the first pletoon was at-
tached to the 2¢ Battalion from 13 April to 15 April, and from
20 April to 23 fril one squad of third platoon wes attached ta
the 100th Battalion to deo onginsor work. :

Fershing Nakeds,
;sf rehing Nekedg

Captain, Corps of Engrs,
Commanding,
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