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100th BATTALION HAS FOUGHT
ON VIRTUALLY ATL FRONTS I ITALY

The Japanese-American 100th Infantry Battalion, which recently received a
cita?ion from Lieutenant General llerk ¥, Clark, U,S. Army, Commanding General
of the Fifth Army, has participated in fighting on virtally every front establiched
in the drive through Italy, reports from Fifth Army Headquarters indicate,

Going into action first in the Waples arsa, the battalion fought its way
across the Volturno River and the Rapido River, and was in the front lines for
40 days at Cassino, Later it was transferred to the beachhead at Anzio and
took art in the breakthrough to Rome,

The 100th Battalion and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, of which it is
a part, are composed of Americans of Japanese descent, all of whom volunteered
for service. The majority of the soldiers in the 100th are from the Hawaiian
Islands.

The mission for which the battalion was cited was accomplishad June 26 and
27 in the vicinity of Belvedere and Sassetta, Italy. A strong German center of
resistance dominated a vital highway and impeded the advance of an imerican
infantry division., In the face of numerically superior forces of Wazi infantry
and field artillery, the battalion fought its way to the defended nositions and
completely destroyed the enemy flank nosition, killing 178 Germans, wounding 20,
and capturing 73 in the »rocess,

In ten months of almost continuous fighting only two soldiers of the 100th
Infantry have been captured by the Germans, while the battalion has taken
hundreds of prisoners, killed hundreds more, and destroyed vast quantities of
enem” materiel,

Nore that 1,000 Purple Hearts, 44 Silver.Stars, 31 Bronze Stars, nine
Distinguished Service Crosses and three Legion of llerit medals have been

avarded to members of the unit. Tifteen enlisted men have received hattlafield

commissions after displaylng outstanding leadershipn in combat. Anong “hem are



_tho company commanders: Captain Hitsuyohi Fukuda, .f 2333 Fern Streset, Honolulu,
Hawaii, and Captain Sakee Takahashi of Makaweli, Kauai, Havadi. Liéutenant
Colenel Gorden Singies, of Denver, Colorado, a Vest Point graduate, is
battalion commander.

One of the Japanese-American officers, Captain Toung O, Kim, 734 Temple
Street, Los Angeles,.California, has received three decorations. He was
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for outstanding gallantry during the
breakthrough to the Alban Hills, and also holds the Silver Star and the
Purple Heart. Second Lieutenant Allan Ohata, 708 Bannister Strest, Honolulu,
Hawaii, was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for heroism in killing 50
Germans during one day's fighting in an early battle in Italy.l

There nsver has been a case of desertion or absence without leave in the

~100th, although there were two reported cases of "reverse AWOL," Before their
battle wounds were completely healed in a field hospital behind the lines, two
soldiers left the hospital and hitch~hiked back to their companies on the battle-
field.
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Text of Address by Dillon S, Myer, Director of the War Relocation
Authority, over the National Broadcasting Company network at
10:45 p.m., EWT, Thursday, July 15, 1943,

Dyring recent weeks, a great deal of public attention has been given to the

War Felocation Authority, the relocation centers, and the Japanese-American

people who live in these centers, Unfortunately, much of the information given
circulation was untrue, and misleading. Much of what has been said has caused
confusion, by focusing attention on some minor details and covering up the really
basic issues,

The proper handling of the people of Japanese ancestry who were rcmoved from
their homes along the Pacific Coazst into relocation centers is a matter of iImpor-
tance to every person in the United States. It is essential that everyoue wwglves
thousht to the problem keep certain facts clearly, in mind,

First---enemy aliens suspected of being subversive were arrested immediately
after Pearl Harbor and are now interned, They have never been in rclocation
centers,

Second---Diring the first month of the evacuation period -- in March 1942 --
the Japancse-American people werc first told simply that they must move out of
the Pacific coastal zonc and werc frece to go anywherc clse they liked., It was
only after this veluntary movement had caused difficulties that controlled cvac-
uation came into the picturc, Reloceation centers were established primarily to
provide living quartcra for the evacuces while long-range rescettlement plans were
being worked out.

The ecvacuotion did not imply for oné*mgmcnt that 81l cvacuces were gullty or
cven suspected of endangering the national safety., It was a precautionary move—
taken in view of the excecdingly critical military situation on the West Coust,

The cvacuees in the relocation centers are not charged with any crimc or subver-
sive intcentions; they cre a dislocated pcople who had to have some place to live--
and the reclocation centers sccmed to be the most feasible temporary solution to
the problem. There is no reason to conduct the relocation centers as internment
camps or »risons,

On the contrary, thcre arc good rcasons why they should not be so conducted,
Two-thirds of thec people who were moved into rclocation centers were born in this
country. They are American citizens, and 72 per cont of this citizen group have -
never-cven scen Japan,
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In the ten relocation centers, the evacuees are provided with most of The
basic necessities of life--and the opportunity to earn a small amount of money
s0 they may buy other things not provided by the government. They receive food,
lodging, and medical care, and schooling is provided for the children.

The living quarters are barrack-type frame buildings, divided into family-
size compartments--and furnished with cots, mattresses, blankets .and heating
stoves. There is no running water or cooking facilities in the barracks--but
community bath houses and mees halle ar~ located in sach block to serve 250
to 300 people.

The school program is planned to meet the standards of the state where the
center is located, but until recently there were no buildings put up especially
for school purposes. Classes have been held in barrack buildings originally
intended for living quarters or for recreation.

The medical service in a relocation center is barely adequate even as
measured by wartime standards. Non-Japanese doctors and nurses are in charge of
the medical staff in each center, but most of the staff is composed of evacuees.

Any community of--say--ten thousand pecople, eating three meals a day--will
require a lot of food. Most of the relocation centerg were able to produce very
little of their own food last year--and so most of it had to be brought in,

People who have seen the trucks going into the relocation centers loaded with food
guite naturally have been impressed with the large amounts--and sc many rumors
have started that the evacuees in relocation centers are getting huge amounts of
food--far more than other civilians.

I want to say right here and now that people in relocation centers are
rationed--just the same as the rest of us. Most of the food is bought through the
Quartermaster Corps of the Army. But there ies a top limit of 45 cents a day per
person which may be spent for food, and the actual cost has ranged from 34 to L4
cents a day. By way of comparison, the Army allows a maximum of 61 cents a day
and actually spends 55 to 57 cents a day for each man. From the standpoint of
guality, the food served in the centers is, of course, never bstter than Army
standards. And on many items, such as beef, it is definitely inferior.

The government of the United States has an obligation to feed the evacuees
in the relocation centers but--we are doing it in strict accord with rationing
regulations~-and with a keen regard for the heavy demands on the nation's food

supply.

I won't take time to dwell on other details of the relocation center
activities~-except to say that the War Relocatvion Authority is operating with a :
minimum staff--and has attempted to give a2 maximum of responsibility to the
evacuees themselves for providing the services needed by the community--and for
managing their own affairs,

The wages for those who work are just about enough to provide for the
necessities--12, 16, or 19 dollars a month--plus a small clothing allowance for
each member of the worker's femily. The evacuecs are not compelled to work--
but only those who do work receive wages and clothing allowances., About 90 per
cent of the employable evacuees at the centers are now engaged in some kind of
work.
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In spite of the fact that the War Relocation Authority is responsible for
managing the ten relocation centers--we don't feel that they ere desiradble in-
stitutions, or anything in which the people of the United States can take pride.
It ien't the American way to have children grow up behind barbed wire. It may
be possible to make good Americens out of them--but the very surroundings make a
mockery out of principles we have alwaye cherished and respected. It's difficult
to reconcile democracy with barbed wire--freedom with armed sentriles--liberty
with searchlights.

But, in spite of these discouraging surroundings, Americenism is predomi-
nant in the relocation centers. It is taught in the schools--in the adult
education classes--through organizations such as Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts,

4-H Clubs, Future Farmers of America, Girl Reserves, and Parent-Teacher Associa-
tions. Several of the centers have U.S.0. Clubs or similar arrangements for the
entertainment of soldiers of Japaneese ancestry who come back to the centers to
see thelr families or friends.

However, there are some people in the relocation centers who have in-
dicated that they prefer to be Japanese rather than American, And there are
others whose records indicate that they might endanger the national security.
Accordingly, we are planning within the next few weeks to segregate these pro-
Japanese people and establish them in a single center where they will live for
the duration of the war or until repatriated to Japen. It has taken time to
gather enough information for such & program of segregation. We now have the
necessary information and we expect to carry out the program as soon as trans-
portation can be obtained to make the move,

We feel that the remainder of the population--those who are thoroughly
American in their leoyalties--should not be required to remain in relocation
centers. They can make a much greater contribution to the war effort by working
on farms, in factories, and in other places where thelr abllitles can be used to
best advantage.

In the spring of last year, when the evacuation was only beginning, there
was an Insistent demand from sugar beet growers and refiners for evacuees 1o
work in the beet fields of the Western States. Before the harvest season was
over, gbout 10,000 pecple from the centers had gone to work in the fields of
the West--and they harvested enouzh beets to provide a year's sugar raetion for
about 10 million people.

The results of that program were generally good from every point of view,
And so the War Relocation Authority went one step further. Starting in July
one year sgo, we began to work out & program whereby evacuecs with sound
records might leave the centers indefiniftely to take jobs and establish homes
in normel communities. Up to the present time, about 10,000 of the evacuated
people have taken advantage of these procedures and have gone out on indefinite
leave to establish themeelves mainly throughout the interior sections of the
country. In addition, approximately 6,000 have gone out on seesonal leave for
work chiefly on farms throughout irrigated sections of the West. And in all these
months, not one case of disloyal activity on the part of these pecple has been
reported from any relisble source.

(Over) X-18063
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Within the past few weeks, there has been a great deal of public discussion
about the releage of people from relocaticn ce nters. The. procedures for granting
releage and the methods of investigating individual evacuscs have been widely
mismderstood., So tonight I want to state thoseo procecdures just as clearly as I
can in order that the public may have the true facts. Over a period of many
months, we have gathered a considerable emount of informaticn on each evacuee l?
years or over -- information on their individual beackgrounds and Ilnterests and -
their past employment records. Bsfore any evacuee is granted indefinite leave,
this information is carefully checked at the relocation center, If there is any
indication that the evacuce might e¢ndenger the national security or interfere
with the war effort, permission for leave is denied.

In addition--ag a further precaution--we have submitted the names of all
evacuees past 17 to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The FBI has now checked
nearly 90 per cent of these names esgainst its files and has supplied us with
whatever information it had on the individuals involved. We have been using
this information in determining eligibility for leave. But I want to emphasize
the determination is made by WRA and not by FBI.

here are certain clesgges of evacueses who automatically are denied leaves
one-~- those who have asked to be repatristed or expatriated %o Japan, two--
Shinto pﬂi*sts, three~-~- American citizens who have refused to swear alleglance
to the United States and four-- those who have been denied leave once because
of bad records. At the sume time, there are thousands whose records show no
reason why they sghould not be permitted to leave the centers.

The main point I want to make concerning the granting of leave to evacuses
is this: the War Relocation Authority is exerting all proper precautions for
the national security--and at the same time is providing the means for loyal
American citizens and law-abiding aliens--to take their place in the national
1life and enjoy the frecdoms which are assured by the Constitution.

L

+

The War Relocation Authority recognizes that the foremost task before the
people of this country is to win the war. This means concentrating on fighting
the enemy -- rather than fighting among ourselves -- and using all our available
menpower where it can do the most good.

We have faith in the Amcrican democratic way of life, with equal rights,
privileges, and responsibilities for all, regardlcss of race, creed, or
national origin.

We assumc that the great majority of the people of Japanese ancestry now
in this country will stay here during the war and afterwards.

We have confidence in the ability of the axmed forces to wage the war,
and of Lhu authorized intelligence agencies of thse Govermnment to give proper
surveillance to all suspected or potential enemies within our country.

We believe that it is possible to dlstinguish between the loyal and the
disloyal voople of Japanese ancestry, as well as with other national or racial
groups, to a degrec which will ingure the national security.

¢ believe leyalty grows and susteins itself only when it is given a chance.
It ca npot fl)desh in an atmosphere of suspicion and discrimination.
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Joseph C. Grew, former U. S.
~Ambassador to Japan, appears be-
fore 'a Senate Military Affairs
Committee today to give his view
on “separating the sheep from the
goats”’—screening out loyal citi-
zens from the more than 106,000
Japanese-Americans in Western
settlement camps.

The committee was appointed to
investigate charges that Japs re-
moved from the Pacific Coast de-
fense area are being ‘“‘pampered
and coddled” by the War Reloca-
tion Authority. It held its first
executive session yesterday.

Chairman Albert B. Chandler
(D.), of Kentucky, said two-thirds
of the Japanese are ‘“nisei”—
American-born and American-edu-
cated—and that most are “loyal
Americans who want to work and
who want to fight.” He said 2,000/
Americans of - Japanese descent,
now are in the Army and “we're
going to put more of them in if

‘re loyal.” -
£ 00 5

The Washington Post
Washington, D. C.
January 27, 1943



he testified before a Senate Military Affairs Subcommittee.

Grew told the subcommittee, headed by Senator “Happy”
Chandler of Kentucky that he strongly
favored segregation of loyal Japanese-
American citizens (N_esei) from the in-
terned aliens, instead of lumping them
all together in the camps.

Putting loyal citizens in the same camp
with alien Japs causes them to be resent-
ful, weakens their patriotism and makes
them targets for the subversive propa-
ganda of Axis agents in the camps, Grew
declared. On the other hand, he charged
the War Relocation Authority with fail-
ing to keep a close check on loyal
internees who have been released for
e outside employment. -

WRA Director Dillon Meyer told the
PEARSON ~ subcommittee several days before that
about 2000 Jap internees. including 200 aliens and Kebei (Ameri-
can-born Japs educated in Japan) had been released from centers
in the West. However, careful check is kept on them and they are
required to report at regular intervals.

“I'm against persecuting anybody, but all these people should
be kept under a certain amuont of supervision,” Grew told the
Senate committee. “We simply can’t afford to take chances in
wartime,”

Grew also said that American citizens in Japan were  being
treated “fairly well.”

(Note: War Relocation officials point out that some members of
the same Jap families are United States citizens, some are not, and
the reason citizens are kept in the same camps with aliens is to avoid
splitting up families. As far as possible, aliens are being weeded
out, but it takes time.)

Black Dragon Society

Ambassador Grew’s testimony was seconded by a surprise wit-
ness at the hearing, Toki Slocum, an intensely loyal Japanese-
American citizen, who served with Sergeant York's division in
‘France in the last war.
~ Slocum, who was relocated for a time at Manzanar, Calif., told
the committee of the terrorist and propaganda activities of a
“Black Dragon” secret society in Manzanar and other camps,
aimed at destroying the morale of loyal Japs. His own life once
was threatened by the “Black Dragon,” he said, and there have
been numerous beatings in the camps. _

Another witness, Bernard Gufler, assistant chief of a special
investigating unit of the State Department, revealed that the
Spanish Embassy, which represents the Japanese government in
this country, recently made a *very favorable” report on condi-
tions in United States relocation centers.

The Washington Merry-Go-Round
The Washington Post
Washington, D. C.
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To Be Probed

Army May Control

Internment Camps

Angered over reports that Japa-
nese aliens interned in WestemT
concentration camps are being,
pampered, the Senate Military Af-
fairs Committee yesterday voted to
investigate conditions in the camps
end to prepare legislation for shift-

g of their control from the

resident’s War Relocation Author-
ity to the Army.

“There has been too much
pampering and too much" social
experimentation in the handling
of these concentration camps,”
declared Senator Mon C. Wallgren
(D.), of Washington, who was re-
quested in committee to prepare
legislation for a transfer of 'the
camps to Army jurisdiction.

Citizens Protest '

This legislation will be acted
upon if an investigation of a sub-
committee bears out complaints so
far received by the Senators. Wall-
gren said that these protests
against conditions in the camps|
have come from citizens and pubhc'
officials alike.

The subcommittee consists ox.
Senators Albert B. Chandler (D.),
of Kentucky, chairman; Wallgren, |
James E, Mwray (D.), of Mt:n:n—I
tana, and Rufus C. Holman (R.).:
of Oregon.

“The Japs are getting every—
thing and our people aren’t getting
anything,” commented Senator
Robert R. Reynolds (D.), of North
Carolina, chairman of the Military
Affairs Committee. “They won't
even let the Japs serve as common
laborers.

“Why, the Japs’ ‘are even being
given fine bathrooms,” he con-
tinued. “There have been demon-
strations in the camps against the
United States Government, and on
December 7 they even celebrated
our defeat at Pearl Harbor.

“There is a definite feeling
among members of the committee
that supervision and control of
these camps should go back o the
Army."” _

Creation of WPA

Senator Edwin C. Johnson (D.)
of Colorado, protested that the
Japs are getting schoolhouses and

The Times Herald

#¥ashington, D. C.
January 16, 1943



Camps to Army
By Milton Magruder
United Press Staff Writer

‘The Senate Military Affairs Com-
| mittee yesterday opened a drive to i
|return Japanese relocation centers |
 —scenes of sporadic anti-American |
.demonstrations—from civilian to
military control to halt “reported
pampering of these enemy aliens
within our shores.”

Chairman Robert R. Reynolds
(Democrat) of North Carolina an-
‘nounced that next week Senator
Wallgren (Democrat) of Washington
- will introduce a bill to transfer the
camps from the War Relocation
Authority, headed by Dillon Myers, |
to the War Department, which car- !
ried out the original evacuation of |
Japanese from the West Coast. :

Reynolds also appointed a three- |
man _subcommittee to investigate
| conditions in the Japanese centers
| in California, Colorado and’ Oregon. |
| The group includes Senators A. B.
| Chandler (Democrat) of Kentucky,
chairman: Edwin Johnson (Demo—i
"erat) of Colorado, and Wallgren, *
| Chandler said the committee will

| begin work early next week by
, questioning Myers. The group will
“then tour the various camps. |

Chandler said the inquiry was|
motivated by the anti-American
demonstration staged by the Japa-
nese at the Manzanar (Calif.) camp
on December 7, anniversary of the
sneak attack on Pearl Harbor. One
internee was kllled and nine Were
injured. .
| Johnson protested that schools .
'and other buildings are being
.erected for internees in Colorado
while city and county g:wermmmtsI
are unable to get pnorltles for |
similar projects.

Near-riots, unrest and labor dif- |
ficulties have been reported from'
other Jap centers, but the Manza- |
nar disturbance is the most serious
| yet brought to light. Martial law.
| was invoked after pro-Axis Japa- |
nese made two separate attacks on |
the camp’s police station and
leaders of the pro-Amerlean fac- |
tion.

Ralph P. Merrltt Manzanar dl-|
rector, said American-born Japs
made a loyal effort to avert the |
outbreak. The camp houses 10.000
‘internees, 4,500 of whom are either
aliens or pro-Japanese and the rest
pro-American. |

The Washington Post
Washington, D. C.
January 16, 1943




