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April 14th, 1943, f%
Secretary of War =
United States of America =
Washington, Des Cs
©
Dear Sir: - A

p=
The Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa =
Barbara, State of California, meeting in regular.
session Monday, April 12th, 1943, received the
enclosed resolution of the Board of Supervisors
of the County of San Benito, California, relative
to the incorporation of native born Japanese into
the Army of the United States, and the release of
alien and American born Japanese from Relocation
camps.

The Board directed that a copy of this resoclution J
be forwarded to you with the statement that the

contents of said resolution meet wlth the entire

approval of this Board.

The Board of Supervisors definitely belleves that

if alien and American born Japanese are permitted

to enter into the agricultural and indystrial econ-

omy of this County and State that 1t would be iInim-
ical to the best interests of/the ericggfpeepig)uf”“

very /sinc

F. LEWIS, COUNTY CLERK
and ex-officio Clerk of
the Board of Supervisors

JEL: P
Enclosure=-one



The following resolution was adopted by a unanimous “<t\\‘
vote of the Board o Supervisors of San Benito County, Ghlifornia,\\{
at an adjourned meeting of said Board held on April 1, 1943

WHEREAS it has been announced through the preas:

1, ‘That the Secretary of War contemplates that some
28 000 native-born Japaneaa shall ba incorporated into the United
States Army ln separate combat units; and

2+ That the ?edaral_autharitiea contemplate the re-
lease of from 25,000 to 40,000 Japanese from Relocation caﬁpa.
where they are now restrained, with no anneunbed provision of ade-
equate surveillance or control; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of San Benito County
believes that such contemplated action would be inimical to the
best interests and to the welfare and effective defense of our
countrysy '

Be 1t resolved that we most vigorously and earnestly
protest against the above propcsed actions and each of them; thay
we convey this protest to the Secretary of War, to the War Reloca-
tion board, to our congressmen and senators and to the ?reuident
of the Unitaé St&tsa and to each Board of Supervisors of the State
of California. 5

That we urge upon these authorities the fullowing reasoxs,

baaed upon an extenai?e experience with the Japanaae, for more

than 40 years, an intimate knowledge of their character, and our
nbaarvﬁtion of what occurred bn December 7, 1941, and immediately
thereafter; \

(1). Fellowing Pearl Harbor and for the defense of the
Viest Coast against attack and sabotage the Army wiuel§ mavaé the
Japanese from tha Pacific Coast.' HOW TO PERMIT THE& T0 RETURK Eﬁ
THEIR FORMER HABITAT WOULD SUBJECT US AGAIN TO THE E&HG%B oF

SERIOUS SABOTAGE AND DIFFICULTY IN DEFENDING OUR SHORE LINE I
EVENT OF ATTACK. T

(2) DUE TO THE TEMPER OF THE
DASTARDLY ATTACK AT PEARL HARBOR we feel 1




N

TAL TO THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE JAPANESE THEMSELVES TO ALLOW
THEM TO RETURN FOR RESIDENCE ON THE WEST COAST, and that difficulgk\\
additional policing procblems woﬁld.be presented thereby in effects
ing their safety, | |

{8) 1IT I8 IMPQSSIBLE TO DISTINGUISH BETWER LOYAL AND {
DISLOYAL JAPANESE, We are in no position %o Jﬁdge the emotions of (
the Japanese inasmuch as they have maintained thelr own schools
and religion, and in many cases, dual citizenship with their main
allegiance to the Emperor of Japan,

(4) IF JAPANESE WERE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO THIS AREA WE
COULD NOT EXPECT THE FOOPERATIDH OF PRESENT AGRICULTURAL OR INDUS-

L4

TRIAL LARORERS ALREADY ENGAGED IN THE WAR EFFORT IF THEY WERE
CALLED UPON TO WORK WITH JAPANESE EVACUEES,

(5) TO ALLOW YOUNG JAPANESE TO LEAVE RELOCATION CANPS
FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES IN OUR COLLEGES WOULD BE UNJUST AND IN-
EQUITABLE AS IT AFFECTS OUR OWN AMERICAN BOYS WHO HAVE BEEN TAKEN
OUT OF COLLEGE AND ARE SO IOYALLY SERVING THEIR COUNTRY in the

armed forces to the detriment of thelr education and employment.

(6) IT IS THE OPINION of this Board that these Japanes
should be contributing substantially to the war effort but we fedI
that 1t should be in areas removed from the Pacific Coast and by
group movement UNDER FULL AND PROPER CONTROL AND SUPERVISION BY
THE ARMY, 1IN NO EVENT SHOULD THEY BE DISBURSED THROUGHOUT THE
COUKTRY WITHOUT PROPER PROVISICN FOR ABSOLUTE SURVEILLANCE AND
CONTROL,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE JAPANESE, BOTH ALIEN
AND AMERICAN BORN 3HOQULD BE RETAINED IN RELGCATIGN CENTERS FOR
THE DURATION UNLESS THEY ARE PLACED UNDER DIRECT AND ABSOLUTE
SUPERVISION AND FULL CONTROL OF ARMY AUTHORITY and engaged in the

furtherance of our war effort.

It was further ordered that our local civie arganizntinAa
be urged to join in this protest,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON



Congress of the Anited States
BHousge of Representatives
W@ asbhington, B. €. "

Twe 16, 1943 9%,
”

Honoreble Franklin D. Roosevelt, ((\/120 Ay
The President, Q0 44
The White House
Dear Mr, President:
On Monday of this week, the members of
our California Delegation in the House of
Representatives, held a meeting and unanimously
adopted a resolution concerning ths policy of
the Government as to resident Japanese, a copy
of which I herewith enclose for your information.

Appreciating your consideration of these

recommendations, I am,

Sincegely yours,

Chairman
0f The Meeting

L-w
Enclosure

sgsary by tha Foderal Bursau Ol LuvV3STIZETi0n.



POLICIES OF THE GOVERNMENT AS TO RESIDENT JAPANESE

RECOLUTION w«DOPTED BY TIid CALIFORNIA DELEGATION

TASHINGTON, D. C., JUNE 14, 1943

WHEREAS, the California delegation in the House of Representatives
in January, 1942, initiated its effort to secure the
evacuation from critical arsas of gll enemy aliens and
their families whether or not aliens; the intermient
of such evacuated aliens; that no evacuated aliens be
prermitted to return to critical areas without & special
license; that such criticsl areas be enlarged to include
the three Pacific Coast Statos and Llaska:

WHEREAS, General John L. DeWitt, commending the Western Division,
subsequently put into effect a protective plan of esvacuation
and internment consonant with the plan urged by this
delegation:

WHEREAS, an effort is being made to remove end relax some of the
provicions made under General DeWitt's adminisiration for
the protection of the public against subversive enemy efforts:

THEREFORE, the California delegation in the House of Representatives
reconmends:

That in order to guarauntee the security and continued safety
of all persons of Japanese szncestry, residing in the United
States, and protoct sgzainsi any sabotage, espionags, or dis-
ruption of cur efforts to destroy the war machine of the
Government of Japan, which so ruthlessly attacked the United
States,

H

1. That should the Wer Department continue to recruit Japanese
for military service
(a) Such Japanese troops should not be utilized anywhere in
the Pacific theatre
(b) Such Japanese troops should not be admitted into any areas
where the Governmant of Japan might attempt the landing of 1
any saboteurs or invasion forces, and
(¢) That no Japaness women should be reeruited for use in any
of tho women's orgasnizations attzchaed to or & part of the
armed ssrvices.
2. That all known subversive Japanasse be immediataly segrsgatad and
removed from existing relocation cemps and be confined in specizl
detention camps for the durstion of the war with Japan.

3. That such Japaness as can b2 utilized, bs omployad in agriculture
and industry in arsas outside the dsfined restricted zones, but s
that only such Japuaness shall be so cmployed who are roasonably %
believed tco be loyal to tha Unitod Stetes after having beoen in-
vostigated and so certificd by the Foderal Bureau of Investigation. E

;
i
1
|
|
!

i

That all Japan:se so employsd shall be subjact to the dirsct super-
vision and to such rulss and regulations sz may be deemed noc-
sssary by thoe Foderal Burseu of Investigation,

&
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4. That all remeining Japanese, whose loyalty to the Unitad States
can not be definitely certified by th: Federazal Burewu of Investi-
gation, shell be ratuined in War Relccution cemps Tfor the duration
of the war with Japan.

5. That nc psrsons of Japunese ancestry, whether in the military
service, i1elated to persons in the military service, or formerly
resident within the exisiting restricted areazs of the Pacific
Coast, shall bes permitted to enter any such designatsd restrict-
ed area without the direct individual zuthorization in writing
of the Commanding Officer of such area.

6. That every effort be made with the Government of Japun to exchange
all interned Jepanese, subversive end disloyal Japanese and such
other Japansse desiring such exchunge, Tfor American citizens now
interned or held as prisoners of wur by the Govermment of Japan.

Clarencs F. Loa Norris Poulson

J. Leroy Johnson Thomas F. Ford
Thomas Rolph John 4. Costello
Richard J. Wslch Will Rogers, Jr.
Albert E. Carter Cecil R. King
John H. Tolan Ward Johnson

Jobn Z. Anderson Chet Holifield
Bertrand W. Gearhart Carl Hinshaw
Alfred J. Elliott Harry R. Sheppard
George E. Outland John Phillips

Jerry Vcorhis Ed. V. Jzae
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CLEYDALE PARLOR. 264

OFFHE'OFTHESECRQ;ARY
ONE-O-TWO-A EAST BR&KDW
GLENDALE CALIFORNIA

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY GLENDALE PARLOR NO. 264,
NATIVE SONS OF THE GOLDEN WEST, MARCH 11, 1943.

Glendale Parlor No. 264 of The Native Sons of the Golden West
is grieved and shocked to learn of the proposal to enroll in the
United States 4rmy a unit composed of so-called "citizens of the
United States of America of Japanese ancestry."

The members of Glendale Parlor are firmly of the opinion that
the Constitution of the United States of America does not confer
citizenship on any person of Japanese descent born in this country,
therefore there are no "citizens of the United States of Japanese
ancestry"; they also are of the belief that all Japanese, regard-
less of protestations otherwise, inherently are loyal only to
Japan, and they are thoroughly convinced that the enrollment of a
United States &Army unit composed of Japanese will be inimicable to
the welfare of the State of California and the Nation, 5 and will un-
doubtedly create a dangerous threat to a proper and adequate de-
fense of this country. Therefore,

Resolved, That Glendale Parlor is strenuously opposed to the
formation of a Japanese unit of the United States Army, and here-
by respectfully petitions the Congress of the United States of
America to exercise its prerogative and nullify the declared in-
tention of the War Department to organize and enroll such a unit.
And be it further

Resolved, That copies of this petition be sent the Secretary
of War, the President of the Senate, the Spesker of the House of
Representatives, the Chairman of the Senate Military Affairs
Committee, the Chairman of the House of Representatives Military
Affairs Committee and others.

i‘TO L] 2 64 » .L\] . |.) . G L] -.'JJ .



INTERNATIONAL
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a‘\PF!lIr\TEQ WlTH THE CONG‘QES: Of‘ |\|DUS§§|£L GuGANi{ATlONS
Hake SR DS b 150 GOLDEN GATE AVEF{UE. A¥

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNiA -..’O

EUGENE PATON PHONE PROSPECT 7321

Secretary

August 10, 1943,

My, Henry Stimson,
Secretary of War,
Washington, D. C,

Dear 8ir:

The Fifth Biennial Convention of the International
Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union voted its approval and
support of the policies of the War Department in permitting
the service of American born Japanese in the United States
armed forces.

The enclosed resolution was adopted unanimously by
the convention,

Sincersly yours,

L i

LOUIS GOLDBLATT,
Secretary-Ireasurer.

encl,
1G:r

uopwa 34



JAPANESE AMERICANS

WHEREAS: The War Department hes been enlisting loyal Japanese Americans in
e combat wmit; and

WHEREAS: The War Relocation Authority has been encouraging the employment
in war industries and agrisulture, at prevailing wages, of Japanese Americans
who have been attested as loyal by the constituted authorities; and

WHEREAS: These actioms are caloulated to alleviate the manpower shortage
and to further the war effart; therefore be it.

RESOLVED: That the ILWU commends the War Department and the War Relocation
Authority for their enlightened and realistic attitude towards loyal persons of

Japanese ancestry,



February 8, 1943

Dear Mr. Macbeth:

Thank you for your kind letter of Feb-
ruary 2 in connection with the formatiom of the
Japanese American combat team, W¥e have had the pro-
gram in mind for a considerable period of time and I
am glad that it is now on its way. I know that you
will d5 what you can to help its success.

Sincerely,

(SIGKED) JOEN J. McCLOX

JORN J. NeCLOY
Assistant Secretary of VWar

ll‘. m E. m».th. Mm
United Races of America
524 fouth Spring Street,
Los H.M| m’-fﬂﬂt‘
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Wuited Rares nf Amerira

A Non-Profit Corporation e
524 So. Spring St., Los Angeles, Calif. -~ | |1/
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Assistant Secretary of War NE etV
John J. McCloy \wikgl?ﬁ*’

Room E - 961
Pentagon Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Assistant Secretary:

You will no doubt remember that
the writer called upon you at your office in mid-December last,
to call to your attention the advisability of permifting loyal
interned Japanese-American citizen evacuees to enlist in our
Nation's Armed Service. At the time you referred me to Mr.Dil-
ton ©S. Meyer, Director of the War Relocation Authority for
further discussion of the idea. I note, however, that your de-
partment has issued its order permitting loyal Japanese American
evacuees to join our Army.

May I at this time thank you for
the part which you have played in bringing this order to pass.
You have no idea what assistance you have given us who are
carrying the burden of proving to the non-white peoples of the
earth that the United States of America is not fighting a war
to maintain white racial world supremacy.

Very sincerely,

h . Macbeth
Chairman of the United Races of America.
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SENORITA JUANITA MARTINEZ

President

EDWARD WADDY
1st Vice-President

SENOR LEE MARTINEZ
2nd Vice-President

LONNIE DE VERES
3rd Vice-President

MRS, ELLE MATTHEWS
Treasurer

MRS, CECELIA JONES
Recording Secretary

SENORITA RUBY MARTINEZ

Corresponding Secretary
@

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Robert H. Kee
Chairman

George H. McLain
Assistant Chairman

L——"Senora Katie Martinez
Mrs. Doris Edwards
Mrs. Maggie Allen
Mrs. Ora Nealey
Mrs. Robert H. Kee
Mrs. Deller Reed
Mrs. Jackie Howard
Mrs. Marian D. Watkins
Simpson Codon

L~Senorita Clara Martinez
Mrs. Simpson Codon

Miss Rey Dell Ruth Docters

Roy Goldberg
Henry Knowles
Chas. Gordon

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

David Doctors
Chairman

Carl Wirsching
Assistant Chairman

LEGAL COMMITTEE

Judge Irvin Taplin
Chairman

Atty. Albert K. Lucas
Atty. Frank J. Kashare
Atty, Jerome O. Hughes

PUBLICITY

Miss Phyllis Goldberg
Chalrman

EMPLOYMENT DEPARTMENT

Hon. Howard W, Davis
Chairman

Hon. Evan Lewis

Dr. Edward W. Hauck
Mrs. Edward Hauck
Mrs. Evan Lewis
John F. Dalton

v
' PEOPLE'S CIVIC CLUB

L [Of the People, By the People, For the People

4 ' "F,re_e Employment Bureau for Members
g " “EFFICIENT HELP OF ALL KINDS ,
- ] '
*539) il .. . LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 13,
G e 4 0
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G 324} So. Hill St.

L{&}' b4l § s 1943 &

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
White House
Weshington D, U,

Dear Wr, President:=-

I, as an Ameriéen Citizen, am
writing you to pla®e = few facts before you that
you may have overlooked.

Te people on the west coast, who have lived
emong the Japanese and dealt with them for years,
know their treachery perhepe better than you do.
Whether they are Tokio born or Americen ecitizens
they are not to be trusted., You, yourself, have
proof of their double dealings while they were
in Washington talking peeace terms with you, they
bombed Pearl Harbor,

It is alright to say we are a democracy
that this is a free country and every Americ:
citizen is entitled to his rights, but can ;ou
tell which American-born Jaeps are loyal and which
lare not? ULan any person be a 8itizen of two
Countries and be loyel to both of them in wartime}
I will let you answer that,

Now Wr. Presidenty you know the Nazis and
Jeps say that we Ameridans sre crazy and will fall
for enything and begins to look like they know
whet they are talking about, You znd our Covern-
ment are playing right into the hands of Hitler
and the Japs and their pre-arranged plens., We fel
for one of the cldest and best-planned confidence
games that has ever been played in history when
we fell for that line that was handed out at the
Jep relocation camp during the riot staged a few
months ago. That it was the Japs disloyal to the
U. S. who were fightinz the Jeps who were loyal,
Can't you see their plan. It wae all pre-arranged
they were sdhooled and trained to play their part
the same as any actor, straight from Hitler and
Tokio.

i 39

ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE

Peter Brooks
Chairman

Clarence Young

wrs. B. Young

Mrs. Corrine Jackson
Senorita Alicia Rivero
Senorita Rosita Rivero
Miss Nancy Cummins
Senor Tony Martinez
Senor Silver Garcia
Herbert Spragins
Sanford Jones, Jr.
Andrew Jackson
Sencrita Juanita Romero
Mrs. Ada May Wright
George Wright

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Mrs. A. B. Brooks
Chairman

[~Senorita Alicia Martinez
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Lemuel C. Cotton
Mrs. Bell Cummings
Mrs. Pearl Carson
Mrs, Sedonia Gibson
Mrs. Elsie Knox

Mrs. Elizabeth Wilson

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Mrs. Lola Jones
Chairman

Mrs. Matilda London

Senor Gadora Garcia *

E. D. London

Edward Armstrong

Senorita Angie Garcia -

“ire. Clara Kyle
Mrs, Elizabeth Dailey
Mrs. Dora Jones

YOUNG PEOPLE’'S DIVISION

Jack Doctors
President
Louis Levin
Vice-President
Harry Solinger
Socretary
irving Chamkis
Treasurer

1 Miss Katherine Doctors

[ ]

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Mac Ringer
George Young
Robert Left
Mike Goodas
Raymond Neiditch
i_ibbey Polem
John Goodas
Alice Ringer
Sam Peri
Sam Garb
Sam Left
i_eslie Simon
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Mr. President; have you stopped to consider the danger you are placing
our country and our soldiers in by placing Japs in our soldiers uniforms and
training them our technique in fighting., Have you stopped to consider that
they will join the Japs and Hitler when they are well trained as Tokio has
ordered, Have you stopped to consider:that Tokio can and will produce uniforms

just the same «s our soldiers are wearing and can give their soldiers unifprms
and forged credentials the seme as ours and can land them from submarines on
our west coast and we would not know the difference until it was too late to

do enything about it. The Japs are plenning to invade this continent and will
gtop at nothing to accomplish their purpose,

Fnelosed please find clipping from our Los Angeles Examiner dated lay27
which explains more clearly the picture I am trying to draw for you.

Still our Army has no record of any Jap soldiers being in this part of
the country as the Army Office had given no permission., Can you see the damn-
ger now in permitting any Jap to wear the U, S, soldiers uniform, FHow do we
know who those two soldiers were and God knows whelt damage they have done,
Why should you let them out of Relosation centers, in which they were placed
for the duration, on acecount of red-tape and strings being pulled.

Whiceh are the most important, rich peoples lawns and gardens, or our Country?
We have been overburdened with taxes to support these Relotation camps and
look at the money our Government spent building these camps and now they are
to be abolished,

Mr, President; do you knew thatuat:SantacAnita racestrack, just out
of Los Angeles, which was turned into a Relocation center during the first
evacuation the Japs had all of our army cots end lived in luxury while our
American soldiers slept on the ground because there were no cots for the army,

Another thing, Mr, President, why are we spending so much money for
the Dies and other committees to investigate and report on these cases if
we are not going to uee them to the advantage of our Country. What is the
need of our being taxed to obtein this informetion if you do not take the
informetion and a®t upon it,

Alsc Mr, President, I am enclosing another clipping from the Los
Angelee Exeminer deted Washington May 25th, where the west coast investigation
of the Dies Committee dis®overed that the Jape in the Relocation centers have
so much butter and coffee in their possession that they are making presents
of it to their former employers end friends while Ameriean eitizens can't
get enough coffee to drink., How leng do you think the morale of this country
will stand under the knowledge of these things?

Mr, President; you will make one of the greatest mistakes ever made
in this world if you release Japs from Relocation centers to be brought back
to this west coast, or in fact any other place in the U, S. It will cause
serious trouble and the loss of many lives for the people in the U, S. will
not stand for it,

How do you think we feel towards the Japs who have deliberately
murdered our fliers who bombed Tokio? They have also bombed our hospital ships
and are mistreating our prisioners of wer while in Ameriea the Japs are being
treated better than Ameriecan eitizens,
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Mr. President; you have told us what we can't buy apd what we can
buy, you have told us what we can rent our homes and our rooms for and what
we can't, you have told us how much meet we can eat and what we ean't, how
muech sugar we can heve and what we can't, and how many peirs of shoes we can
have, you have burdened us down with taxes until we are barely able to exist,
we are forced to buy bonds whether we ¢an afford to or not, we ere forced to
pay vietory tax, we are forced to pay social security tex in faet we can't have
a pair of bed-springs or an eleciric referigator or a carpet we may need or
s sewing machine or vacuum cleaner or things necessary to make our lives
liveble, We can't even have enough to eat, all of this we are willing to give
up or to do but we want to know that we are living in a country where our
lesders will not meske 2 politieal foot~ball out of this war and stop throwing
away our money and give results and = real Democracy by doing everything
possible to win this war.

Mr, President; if you will remember while you were in Africa, though
I did not know you were at the time, I sent you a telegram protesting against
Japs being placed in our American armies, I received a letter from Under-Socy.
of Wer gtating that he was very sorry I did not approve and that he thought 1
would be very much surpriged to know that we already had four thousand Jap
soldiers in Africa. He also enclosed a photostatie copy of the letter where
you approved of placing the Japanese in our army., Three days, to be exact,
after I received this letter from the War Department I read in the newspapers
where the Nazis had penstrated our lines at the weakest points at a cost of
thousands of our American soldiers lives, Dont you think it very strange
that the Nezis knew just where our weak spots were and knew just where to attack,
Did you ever stop to consider that four thousand Japs were over there who had
possibly given this information,

Mr, President; I dont elaim to be a diplomat and to know everything
that is to be known and I am not trying to tell you what to do, as I am only
a Mexican but I am an Americen eitizen by adoption and I love the 8tars and
Stripes better than my own life and as a citizen and leader of my group I am
very much interested in this country.

If you wish to know who I am and what work 1 have done for the
past twelve years in Californie I will refer you to Lon:ressmen Thos, F. Ford,
John 1, Vostello, Will Rogers Jr,, and Senator Downy of Lalifornie,

Now Mr, President; if you think T am within my rights as an

Ameri®an citizen, I would like to have a reply direet from you, not from your
Secretary or any one else, at your earliest convenience.

Reepectfully yours,

Senorita Juanita Martinez
President Peoples Civie Club,

v
3245 o A1l Sts, =
Los Angeles, 13 “alifornia,
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Dear Miss Hartineszs:

Your letter of May 27, addressed to
the President has been referred to this de-

partment of the War Department for acknowledg-
ment and reply.

It has been transmitted to the agency
of the War Department which is involved in the
Japanese matter for its information aad such
action as deemed appropriate.

Sincerely,

A81lGiED)
WILLIAM P, SCOBEY
Colonel, Gemeral Staff
Executive

Hiss Juanita Martine=z
President, Peoples Civiec Club
324% South Hill Street

Los Angeles, California

OLSW WP MDH
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February 7, 1943

Dear Miss Martinexz: ’

Your telegram of January 30, addressed to President
Hoosevelt has been referred to me for reply.

1 regret that you are opposed %o the ¥War Department's
decision $o organize loyal Japsnese American citizens into a
conbat team for service in the Army. Yor your information,
the ¥ar Department's action has the approval of the President.
Photostat copy of the letter addressed to the Secretary of War,
giving this approval, is emnclosed herewith. As to the loyalty
of American-born Jepanese, the War Department has sufficient
evidence of the loyalty of these people to justify their in-
clusion in the armed service. It mi be interesting for you
to know that there are already over Japanese Americans in
the United States Army and that some of these are with the
combat unite of the Horth African force.

Sincerely,

(SIGNED) JOEN J. MoCLOY

JOHN J. MeClOY
Assistant Secretary of Var

Fiss Juanita Martines

President, the Peoples Civie Club
324 1/2 South Hill Street

Los Angeles, California

Enc.
Fhotostat cy 1ltr FDR to S/W 2-1-43.
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WB29 8o NL 6 EXTRA .
LOSANGELES CALIF JAN 29 1943
PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT s,

WHITE HOUSE |
ARE YOU WILLING TO JEOPARDIZE AMERICA ITS CITIZENS AND OUR W“xﬂJ’
SOLDIERS TO TRUST JAPANESE IN WAR INDUSTRIES AND IN OUR SERVICE
WHEN YOU KNOW THEYRE NOT TO BE TRUSTED AMERICAN BORN OR NOT THEIR
LEGION 18 TO TOKYO | THINK | KNOW THE JAPS PRETTY WELL AND AS A
CITIZEN t AM PROTESTING AGAINST ANY MOVE OF THIS KIND AND WILL
HAVE PETITIONS IN WASHINGTONDC BY THOUSANDS OF CITIZENS
WHO FEEL THE SAME AS | DO

SENORITA JUANITA MARTINEZ PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLES

CIVIC CLUB 324 1/2 SOUTH HILL STREET LOSANGELES.




. Dear Mr. lclMenamin;
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May 7, 1943

The resolution of the Board of Super-
visors of Honterey County, California, adopted
on April 12, relating to the Japanese American
problem, and whiech you forwarded to the President
of the United States has been transmiited to the
War Department for sckmowledgment.

: You are inforwed that this resolution
has been made of record in the War Department.

Sincerely,

£61Gai0,

WILLIAM P, SCOBEY
Colonel, General Staff
Executive

Mr. Emmet G. Meilfenamin, County Clerk
Honterey County
Salinss, California
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V-E BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF MONTEREY, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

j e T % hy ; s :
- i = ; . ;
T - L1, THAT THE SECRETARY OF WAR CONTEMPLATES THAT Sorz 28,000 N&TIVE—BGH#%W

SHALL BE INCORPORATED INTO THE UNITED STATES ARMY IN SEPARATE COMBAT UNITS; AND

2, THAT THE FEDERAL AUTHORITIES CONTEMPLATE THE RELEASE OF FROM 25,000 To
uo 000 JAPANESE FROM RELOCATION CAMPS WHERE THEY ARE NOW RESTRAIMNED, WITH NO ANNOUNCED PRO—
VI%IDN FOR ADEQUATE SURVEILLANCE OR CONTROLj; AND

WHEREAS, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF MONTEREY COUNTY, CALIFORMIA, BELIEVES THAT
SUCH CONTEMPLATED ACTION WOULD BE INIMICAL TO THE BEST |NTERESTS AND TO THE WELFARE AND
EFFECTIVE DEFENSE OF OUR COUNTRY; :
| BE IT RESOLVED, THAT WE MOST VIGOROUSLY AND EARNESTLY PROTEST AGAINST THE ABOVE
PROPOSED ACTIONS AND EACH OF THEM; THAT WE CONVEY TH!S PROTEST TO THE SEGRETARY OF WAR, TO
THE WAR RELOCATION BOARD, TO OUR CONGRESSMEN AND SENATORS AND TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES AND TO EACH BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

THAT WE URGE UPON THESE AUTHORITIES THE FOLLOWING REASONS, BASED UPON AN EXTENS=—
IVE EXPERIENCE WITH THE JAPANESE, FOR MORE THAN FORTY YEARS, AN [NTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR
CHARACTER, AND OUR OBSERVATION OF WHAT OCCURRED ON DFCEMBER T, lﬁh!, AND IMMED!ATELY THERE-
AFTER;

(1) FoLLowING PEARL HARBOR AND FOR THE OEFENSE OF THE WEST COAST AGAINST ATTACK
AND SABOTAGE THE ARMY WISELY MOVED THE JAPANESE FROM THE PACIFIC COAST, NOW TO PERMIT THEM
TO RETURN TO THEIR FORMER HABITAT WOULD SUBJECT US AGAIN TO THE DANGER OF SERIOUS SABOTAGE
AND DI FFICULTY IN DEFENDING OUR SHORE LINE IN THE EVENT OF ATTACK,

(2) DUE TO THE TEMPER OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC SINCE THE DASTARDLY ATTACK AT PEARL
HARBOR WE FEEL THAT IT WOULD BE DETRIMENTAL TO THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE JAPANESE THEMSELVES
TO ALLOW THEM TO RETURN FOR RESIDENCE ON THE WEST COAST, AND THAT DIFFICULT ADDITIONAL
POLICING PROBLEMS WOULD BE PRESENTED THEREBY IN EFFECTING THEIR SAFETY,

(3) IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN LOYAL AND DISLOYAL JAPANESE, WE ARE
IN NO POSITION TO JUDGE THE EMOTIONS OF THE JAPANESE INASMUCH AS THEY HAVE MAINTAINED THEIR
OWN SCHOQGLS AND RELIGION, AND IN MANY CASES, DUAL CITIZENSHIP WITH THEIR MAIN ALLEGIANCE TO
THE EMPEROR OF JAPAN.

(4) IF JAPANESE WERE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO THIS AREA WE COULD NOT EXPECT THE CO-
OPERATION OF PRESENT AGRICULTURAL OR INDUSTRIAL LABORERS ALREADY ENGAGED IN THE WAR EFFORT
IF THEY WERE CALLED UPON TO WORK WITH JAPANESE EVAGUEES,

(5) TO ALLOW YOUNG JAPANESE TO LEAVE RELOCATION CAMPS FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES
IN OUR COLLEGES WQULD BE UNJUST AND INEQUITABLE AS IT AFFECTS QUR OWN AMERICAN BOYS WHC HAVE
BEEN TAKEN OUT OF COLLEGE AND ARE SO LOYALLY SERVING THEIR COUNTRY IN THE ARMED FORCES TO
THE DETRIMENT OF THEIR EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT,

(5) IT 1S THE OPINICN OF THIS BOARD THAT THESE JAPANESE SHOULD BE CONTRIBUTING
SUBSTANTIALLY TO THE WAR EFFORT BUT WE FEEL THAT IT SHOULD BE IN AREAS REMOVED FROM THE
PACIFIC COAST AND BY GROUP MOVEMENT UNDER FULL AND FROPER CONTROL AND SUPERVISION BY THE
ARMY, IN NO EVENT SHOULD THEY BE DISEBURSED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY WITHOUT PROPER PROVISION
FOR ABSOLUTE SURVEILLANGCE AND CONTROL.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT THE JAPANESE, BOTH ALIEM AND AMERICAN BORN SHOULD BE
FETAINED IN RELOCATION CENTERS FOR THE DURATION UNLESS THEY ARE PLACED UNDER DIRECT AND AB-
SOLUTE SUPERVISION AND FULL CONTRCL OF ARMY AUTHORITY AND ENGAGED IN THE FURTHERANCE OF OUR
WAR EFFORT,

THE FOREGOING 1S A FULL, TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ORIGINAL RESOLUTION OF THE
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF MOMTEREY, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, ADOPTED ON APRIL 12,

1343,
DATED: APRIL 12, 1943,

EMMET G. MCMENAMIN, CLERK OF THE BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS, MONTEREY COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
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G. ALBERT MILLS

CITY CLERK

e PORATE, L 4

APRIL
23
19 U3

At LUTFLY L nEF! Riky
FOR AC/NOWLEDG EMENT
AND CONSIDERATION

A seigree

" Secrviery 10 the Prouidont”

= R —

| AUBHNISTRATIVE ASSISTAN
WWies Ut

o

The President of the United States,
White House,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

We are forwarding herewith a copy of
Resolution No. 3692 of the Council of the City
of Riverside, California, protesting the proposed
releasing of Japanese from relocation centers,
which is self-explanatory, and te which your

attention is respectfully invited.

Respectfully yours, ,

et

A bert Mills, \
City Clerk.

GAM /mb
Enc:l
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" RESOLUTION-NO. 3692

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNGIL OF THE CITY OF RIVERSIDE,
- CALIFORNIA, PROTEATING THE PROPOSED RELEBASING OF
JAPANESE FROM FELOCATION CENTERS.

;s

VHERBAS, it bes been announced through the press:

{1) That the Secretary of War contemplates that some 28,000
native-born Japsnese shall be incorporated in the United States Army
in separaie combat unite; and

(2) That the Federal authorities contemplate the release of
£rom 25,000 to 40,000 Jzpanese from relocation camps where they are
now restrained, with no announced provision for adequate surveillance
or control; and : ;

VHERBAS, the Council of the ity of Riverside believes that such
contemplated action would be inimical to the best interests and to the
welfare snd effective defense of our couniry:

BE IT RESOLVED that we most vigorously and earnestly protest
egeinst the above proposed ections and each of them; that we convey
thie protest to the Secrstary of Var, to the Wesr Relocation Board, to
our congressmen snd senstors and to the President of the United Statess

That we urge upon these authorities the following reagons, based
upon an extensive experience with the Japanese, for more than Lo years,
an intimete knowledge of their character, and our observation of what
occurred on Decembsr 7, 19Y1, and immediately thereafter;

(1) Following Pearl Harbor end for the defense of the West Coast
against attack and sabotage the Army wisely moved the Japanese from the
Pacific (oast. Now to permit them to return to their former habitat
would subject us sgain to the denger of serious sebotage and difficulty
in defending our shore line in the event of attacks

(2) Due te the temper of the American public since the dasterdly
attack at Pearl Harbor we feel that it would be detrimental to the best
interests of the Japanese themselves to sllow them fo refturn for resl-
dence on the West Coast, and that difficult additional policing problems
would be presented thereby in effecting their safety;

(3) It is impossible to distinguish between loyal and disloyal
Japanese. We are in mo vosition to judge the emotions of the Japeanese
inasmuch o¢ they have maintained thelr own schools snd religion, and in
many cases, dusl citizenship with their main allegiance %o the Emparor
of Japan;

(L) 1If Japanese were allowed to refurn to this area we could not
expect the cooperation of present sgricultural or industrial laborers
already engsged in the wer effort 1f they were called upon to work with
Japanese evacuees; '

To allow yo Jepanzse 0 leave relocation camps for educa-
tionaltg%rposas in o%rugglleges would be unjust and ineguitable as 1t
affects our own American boys who have been taken oub of college aund ars
' loyally serving thelr country in the armed forces to the detriment of

education and employment; _ : : -




{6) It is the opinion of this Council that these Jananese gheuld
be contributing substantially to the war effort but we fesl that it
should be in aress removed from the Pacific Cosst and by group movement
under full snd proper control and supervision by the LArmy. In no event
should they be disbursed throughout the country without proper provision
for absolute surveillance and conftrol;

B8 IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Japanese, both alien eand American
born should be retained in relocation centers for the duration unless
they are placed under direct and absolute supervision and full conirol
of Army authority and engaged in the furthersnce of our war effort.

1, G. Albert Mills, City Clerk of the City of Riverside, Celifornia,
hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly and regularly intro-
duced and adopted by the Council of esald City, at its maeting held on the
20th day of April, 1943, by the following voté:

A_yes: Councilmen Rawlings; Willians, Carter,
Pick_ett. Deles, Rathgeber, and Warrlg.

ﬂo_es:_ None.
Absent: Wone.

IH HI'I‘IESS WHEREOF I Heve hereunto set my haand aad m&x&d tha
official seal of the City of Riverside, Galifomia., this 2&& day of
April, 1943,

(SEAL)

1943,
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