











The foregoing Hesolution was jpassed by the Board of
Gupervisors of the County of Lale, itate of Califoraia, this .
| 26tk day of April, 1943,

Henry bauldin
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AYESY Jdawmes R. Tocher, 7. H, Fearos, H, ¥, Jones,

ATTEST}

THE FOREGOING,__' = ol R IS A
i CORRECT COPY THE ORIGINAL ENTERED ON THE
'; MINUTES OF THEZ BOARD OF SUFERVISORS.
il
| ATTEST: ' ‘E

CIINTY CLERK AND EX-OFFICIO CLERK OF BOARD
OF ~UreRVIsoRs OF THE COUNTY OF LAKE, STATE
OF CALIFORNLA,

BY : J.d M w .
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B May 1944

Mrs. Carl lLee &
Devile Lake, ¥. Dakota —

Dear Mrs. Leet

Your card of April 24, 1944 addressed to the Secretary of
War has been referred to this office for reply.

You urge that Japanese-Americans of military age be 2dmitted
to all dbranches of the Army for which they are qualified, without
segregation or diserimination. I cannot agree that the War Depart-
ment's policy with respect to Japanese-American soldlers is based
on either segrezation or dlscrimination.

From our experience in the Pacific area, the War Department
has found that Japanese-Americans cannot be used in that theater
without placing them in a position where they will be subject to
extreme and cruel retaliatory measurss. It has been necessary to
utilize a few as interpreters. Vhen the Japanese have captured
any of the latter, retaliation has been swift and atrocious. Since,
in the formation of our combat units we cannot forecast in what
specific theater the units will be used, we cannot assign Jzpanese-
Americans to any unit indiscriminately. If we followed this general
assignment policy, it would mean screening every unit assigned to
the Pacific area prior to its departure. This is obviously not a
satisfactory system.

The 100th Battalion and the 442nd Combat Team have been insti-

tuted as fighting units. To keep them as fighting units we must
maintain a flow of replacements to serve in the ranks vacated by
the battle casualties. Thus, it becomes necessary to assign, at
the present time, the limited manpower availsble in this group to
its most useful employment. That most useful employment at the
moment is the basie for our poliey.

This should not leed you to believe that all Japanese-Americans
soldiers are in special units. There are a large number of Jaspanese-
Americans in the Army in ordinary units, where this has been feasible

in view of the considerations set forth sbove, both ia this country
and abroad.

Sincerely,
(SIGNED)

HARRISON A. GHRHARDT
Lieut. Colonel, General Staff Corps
Executive to Assistant Secretary of War
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