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Los angeles Parlor lLio. 45 of The lxtlve Sons of
the Golden west, at its meeting Februesry 4th unanimously
adopted tne accompanying petition,
Gur members are convinced that all Ja ese in
this country and its possessions soould be con*lneﬂ
in concentratiocn camps, and the camps placed under
strict military control., To do otherwise, is to invite

disaster..

Sincerely,

D= 7 s

Fresident.

N 77 .

Secretary.



Los angeles Parlor No. 45 of The Native Sons of the Golden
West is grieved and shocked to learn of the proposal to enroll in
the United States army a unit Eomposad of so—called “"citizens of
the United States of america of Japanese ancestry." _

The members of Los an.sles Parlor zre firmly of the opinion
toat the Constitution of the United States of america does not
confer citizenship on any person of Japanese descent born in this
country, therefore there are nec "citizens of the United States
of Japanese ancestry“; they alsolare of the belief that all
Japanese, regardlass“of protestations otherwise, inherently are
‘loyal only to Japan, énd they are thorougnly convinced that the
enrollment of a United States aArmy unit composed of Japanese will
be inimicable to the welfare of the State of Gélifornia and the
Neticn, and will undoubtedly create a dangerous threat to a proper
and adequate defense of this cocuntry. Therefore,

Resolved, That Los angeles Parlor is strenuohsly opposed to
the formation of a Japanese unit of the United States army, and
hereby respectfully petitions the Congress of the United States
of america to exercise its prerogetive and nullify the declared
intention of the'uar Department to organize and enroll such a
unit. &and be 1t further

Resolved, That copies of this petition be =ent the Secretary
of dar, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Re presentatives, the Chairman of the Senate Military &ffairs
Committee, the Chairman of the House of Representatives lilitary

Affaire Committese and others.,
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Desr Ky, Allem: \

Your letter and vedltion of Februsry 8th to the
Seerot vy of ¥ar has Yeen referred to me for repiy. I regred
the delay in answering you, bBut 1 am sure you s snpreciste ,
that we are doing our utmost to give careful senaiderntion %o
all suggestions both pro and con the vesent forumatien of »
separate uwnlt of leyal Japaness-imoricen cltlzens in She Amay,

Qs
1 asaure you thaotihe declsion by the ¥Fay Deparinent i

te aoespt loyal Jopaneee-imeriens oltlszens in She Army, and the

wore rocent polisy of forming n separate unit of them, wis

resched only after very oarsful thought., ¥o loysl Japanese- \
smeriesn cisinen will be -coepted inte the wmed foress unsil

his loynlty hae been thoroughly luvestigited,

it is alvars to be reseubsored Shat our esuntry ls

connosed of vecples of mumy diffsrent backgrounds, =nd 1% is
miust %0 say Sthat all imericsn oitisens of Japanese aucastry

are loss loyal than other Ameriown cltlsens. ¥e recognize that the
attuck on Pesrl Harbor erested in she minds of seny veuple a fear :
of Jdapanese treachery, tut this should not e held sguinst ouwr ;
1oyl Japanese-smcrican oltlsens who are anxious %o do thelr part
in Tighting this war,

Zincarely, N N

(81enkp) c ¥
GOIDON GRAND, JR, ,
Piret Lieutenant, 50
Agsintant dxecutive

My, ¥iilard ¥, Allen, Seoretury

los Angeles Parler So. 46

Hutive Gons of the Golden West

1832 South Hope Street "
los ingeles, Gulifornia
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April 29, 1943

Dear Mr, Augustus:

The Secretary of War asks that your
letter of April 21, with the attached resolution
Ho. 1096 adopted by the Board of Supervisors,

be acknowledged.

problem.

It has been made of record as
evidencing your views on the Japanese American

Sincerely,

My, William H, Augustus
Board of Supervisors,
County of San Mateo

Redwood City, Cylifornia
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Colonel, General Staff g
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WILLIAM H. AUGUSTUS COUNTY OF SAN MATEO sxowoon z1sall
i ' OFFICE OF COUNTY CLERK THENT county cLenx
T e ety o REDWOOD CITY P : ‘»:: ELECTION - REGISTRATION

CHIEF DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK

CALIFORNIA ' o LOCAL 235

April 21, UQI3AFR ©7 A B3 41

Honorable C. L, Stimson
Secretary of War
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

By direction of the Board of Super-
visors, I am enclosging herewlth copy of
Resolution No. 1096 adopted by the Board on
April 20, 1943, and which is self explanatory.

Very truly yours,

Clerk of oard of
Superwlsors.

WHA: AMB
1 Enc.




BOARD OF SUPFRVISORS, GOUNTY OF SAN MATEO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
ResoLuTION No. L1096

WHEREAS it has besen announced through the press:

1. That the Secretary of War contemplates that some 28,000
native~born Japaneee shall be incorporated into the United States
‘Army 1n separate combat units; and
| 2, That the Federal authorities contemplate the release
of from 25,000 to 40,000 Japanese from Relocztion camps where they
are now reetrained, with no announced provision for adequate sur—
veillance or control; and
| WHEREAD, the Board of Supervisors of San ¥ateo County be—
illeves that such contemplated action would be inimical to the best
intereets and to the welfare and effective defense of our country;
Be 1t resolved that we most vigorouely and eesrnestly pro-
teet against the above provrosed actions and ezch of them; that we
convey this protest to the Secretary of War, to the War Relocation
board, to our congressmen and senatore and to the Preslident of
the United Statee and to each of our County Reprecentatives in the
lstate Legislature.

: That we urge upon these authorities the following reasons,
baged upon an extenslve experlence with the Japanese, for more
than 40 years, an intimate knowledce of their character, and our
observation of what occurred on December 7, 1941, and 1mmediatn1y
‘thereafter;

| (1) Followng Pearl Harbor and for the defense of the West
Coast against attack and sabotage the Army wisely moved the
_Japanesa from the Pacific Coast, NOW TO PEFMIT THEM TO RETURN TO
THEIR FORMER HABITAT WOULD SUBJECT US AGAIN TO THE DANGER OF
SERICUS SABOTAGE AND DIFFICULTY IN DEFTENDING OUR SHORE LINE IN THE
EVENT OF ATTACK,

(2) DUE TO THE TEMPER OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC SINCE THE
DASTARDLY ATTACK AT FEARL HARBOR we feel that IT WOULD BE DETRI-
ﬁENTAL TO THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE JAPANESE THEMSELVES TO ALLOW
EHEM TO RETURN FOR RESIDENCE ON THE WEST COAST, and that 4ifficult
1Lad.ditional policing problems would be presented thereby in effect-
Ang thelir safety.

(3) IT Is IMPOSSIBLE TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN LOYAL AND DIS-
OYAL JAPANESE, Ve are in no position to judge the emotions of
the Japanese inasmuch as they have maintained their own schools

land religion, and in many cases, dual citizenship with thelir maln
eglance to e Emperor o apan.
Bllegi to the E £




(4) IF JAPANESE WERE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO THIS AREA WE
COULD NOT EXPECT THE COOPERATICN OF PRESENT AGRICULTURAL OR
INDUSTRIAL LABORERS ALREADY ENGAGED IN THE WAR EFFORT IF THEY
WERE CALLED UPON TO WORK WITH JAPANESE EVAGUEES.

(5) TO ALLOW YOUNG JAPANESE TO LEAVE RELOCATION CAMPS FOR
EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES IN OUR COLLEGES WOULD BE UNJUST AND INEQUI-
TABLE A8 IT AFFECTS OUR OWN AMERICAN BOYS WHO HAVE BEEN TAKEN OUT
OF COLLEGE AND ARE 80 LOYALLY SERVING THEIR COUNTRY in the armed
forces to the detriment of their education and employment,

(6) 1IT IS THE OFINION of this Board that these Japanese
should be contributing substantially to the war effort but we
feel that 1t should be in areas removed from the Pacific Coast
and by group movement UNDER FULL AND PROPER CONTROL AND SUPER-
VISION BY THE ARMY. IN NO EVENT SHOULD THEY BE DISBURSED THROUGH-
QUT THE COUNTRY WITHOUT PROPER PROVISICN FOR ABSCLUTE SURVEILL=~
ANCE AND CONTROL.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE JAPANESE, BOTH ALIEN AND
AMERICAN BORN SHOULD BE RETAINED IN RELOCATION CENTERS FOR THE
DURATION UNLESS THEY ARE PLACED UNDER DIRECT AND ABSOLUTE SUPER-
VISION AND FULL CONTROL OF ARMY AUTHORITY and engaged in the
furtherance of our war effort.

It is further resolved that our local eivic organizations
be requested and urged to Join in this protest.

Regularly passed and adonted this 20th day of April, 1943,

Ayes and in favor of sald resolution:

Supervisors: T. L. Hickey

Fred E, Beer

Noes and agalnst said resolution:

Ld

Supervisors: None,
Absent
Supervisors:? Wi
Fred 5. Beer
hairman,
Board of Supervisors, County of
ATTEST: San ¥ateo, State of California.

| (SEAL) W, H. Aucustus

Clerk of sasid Board.
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Native Sons of the Golden West

Santa Monica, California

February 15, 1943,

Hon. Henry L. Stimson
Secretary of War
Washington, D. C.

Honorable Sir:

Santa Monica Bay Parlor, No. 267 of the Native
Sons of the Golden West, at its meeting February 9th,
unanimously adopted the accompanying resolution.

Members of our organization are of the unanimous
opinion that the matter of loyalty to the United States
of America on the part of persons of Japanese ancestry,
whether American or Japanese born, is to be seriously
doubted. PFurther, we feel that this sentiment is shared
by the majority of the citizens of the State of California.

We, therefore, present this resolution with the
hope that it will receive your most favorable consideration.

Pregident

Sante Monics Bay Parlor, No. 267

Sincerely,

Committes:

Eldred L. Meyer,
Past Grand President

Lee Conger
Past President

William Delkener,
Trustee
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SANTA MONICA BAY PARLOR NO. 267,
NATIVE SONS OF THE GOLDEN WEST

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 9TH, 1943

The members of Santa Monica Bay Parlor No. 267 of The Native Sons
of the Golden West are grieved and shocked to learn of the proposal to
enroll in the United States Army a unit composed of men of Japanese an-
cestry.

The members of Santa Monica Bay Parlor are firmly convinced that
the enrollment of a United States Army unit composed of Japanese will
be inimicable to the welfare of the State of California and of the
Nation, and will create a dangerous threat to a proper and adequate
defense of this country. Therefore, be it

Resolved, That Santa NMonica Bay Parlor No. 267 of The Native Sons
of the Golden West is strenuously opposed to the formation of a Japanese
unit of the United States Army, and hereby respectfully petitions the
Congress of thp United States of America to take such steps as may be
necessary to prevent the organization and enrollment of such a unit.
And be it further

Resolved, That copies of this petition be sent to the Secretary
of War, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, the Chairman of the Senate Military Affairs Commitége, the
Chairman of the House of Representatives Military Affaifs Committee and

others.



Mareh 16, 1943

Dear Hrs. Baines:

The Secretary of War has asked that
I acknowledge your letter of February 11, together
with the resoclution of the San Diego Parler No. 208,
Native Daughters of the Golden West, opposing the
organization of a Japanese American combat team.
The Secretary asks that you be thanked for your
communication,

The ¥ar Department does not econeur in
your views in the treatment of Japanese American
citizens of the United Siates. For your informa-
tion the Army already has over 4,000 Japanese Ameri-
can citizens in its ranks; and some of them are to
be found in both the North African and South Pacific
theaters fighting with our forces. The reports re-
ceived indicate their conduct is of the hicghest type,
and War Department cammot conecur in your view that
these citizens should not be given the opportunity
all other loyal citizens enjoy.

Sincerely,

MJ
WILLIAM P, SCOBEY

Colonel, General Staff
Executive

Mrs. Lena I. Baines, President
Native Daughters of the Golden Vest
1253 University Avenue

San Diego, California

Q45H: 7P MDH
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February II,I943

Dear Sir:

San Diego Parlor No.. 208 0f the Native Daughters
of the Golden West,at its meeting February 9,I1943 unanimously
adopted the accompanying petition.

We sincerely hope it will have your careful at-
tention,and that you will endeavor to have enacted legislation

that will end for all time the"peaceful invasion" of our country
by the Japanese.

Our members are convineed that all Japanese in this
country and its possessions should be confined in concentration
camps,and the camps placed under strict military control.

To do otherwise, is to invite disaster.

Sincerely,

5%%2$.aége¢‘z'¢é?l/é344;¢z4/’

President.

7%%4_,zé&éh, # AéAuwbu3

Secretary.



San Diego Parlor No. 208 of the Native Daughters of the
Golden West is grieved and shoeked to:learn of the proposal
to enroll in the United States Army a unit composed of so=-
called "citizens of the United States of America of Japanese
ancestry".

The members of San Diego Parlor are firmly of the
opinion that all Japanese,regardless of protestations otherwise,
inherently are loyal only to Japan,and they are thoroughly
convinced that the enrollment of a United States Army unit
composed of Japanese will be inimicable to the welfare of
the State of California and the Nation,and will undoubtedly
create a dangerous threat to a proper and adequate defense
of this country. Therefore,

Resolved, That San Diego Parlor is strenuously opposed to
the formation of a Japanese unit of the United States Army,
and hereby respectfully petitions the Congress of the
United States of America to exercise its prerogative and

nullify the declared intention of the VWar Department: to
organize-and enroll such a unit. And be it further

Resolved,That copies of this petition be sent to the
Secretary of War, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of
the House of Representatives,the Chairman of the Senate Military

Affairs Committee,the Chairman of the House of Representatives

Military Affairs Committee and others.



March 6, 1943

Dear Mrs. Baird:

Your letter of February 1 with the
attached clippings, to the Secretary of War has
been referred to me for reply.

Out of the 130,000 Japanese who
were situated in the West Coast area it is wm-
doubtedly ture that there were some who were mot
loyal to our country. It is most unfair, however,
to cite these few as the general rule, end I assure
you that the present War Department pelicy to accept
loyal Japanese American citizens irto the Army was
reached only after very careful thought.

Sincerely,

GORDON GRAND
1st Lim.] Q!c
hssistant Executive

lirs Stella Baird
1111 U Street
Sacramento, California
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1111 U St. Sacrame,
Feb. 1, 1943

Wap o Rﬁuffrvw

SECRET QQPT&,:;M
Hon. H. Ll:qmbns 6}

Secretary of War At 10: 04
Washington
Sir:

You might be interested to read the
enclosed clippings from "Letters by the
People, " published in a local newspaper,
28 they are evidently are from persons who
are well informed on the Japanese question
and know from personal experience what

they are talking about,

Yours very truly,
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A-II For The; selves

itor of The Bee—Sir: My spe-
ci:%di)t:eve is a leiter written bg
Mrs. Waegell of Elk Grove an
printed in The Bee of January
25}Zh§uggest that Mrs. Waegell get
in touch with some of the boys
who went through the Pearl HBar-
bor raid on December 7, 1841, : If-
fore Pearl Harbor we treated the
Japanese with as much defe:'enoe
as any other nation. In fac .ﬂwg
leaned over backward in an effor
to keep the peace. ;
We sent Japan many hundrtgd:
of thousands of dollars after 5 I?e
disastrous earthquake in 1922. o
swore eternal friendship, We ua
nished her with oil and scrap
iron, She brought a lot oIche
scrap _back as far as Pe?rl g.;;
bor. Who knows which e.pza.r;L :
in America is loyal and which is
not? i ;
i i 52

ve lived in California
ve:g.rg.w I was in the United 'Stag;se

Navy four years, stationed in
Pacific. I have been in Japxin
many times. Before you try to
judge a Japanese you must ril;xtliow
something of his characte hcs.
‘They do not like white folks. They
have no sense of grz_a.tltudi or 8&;:;
preciation. Everything they 2
is planned for their own bel_lfeh -t

Hitler surely would snyle if he
could read some of the To sogﬁ
Tojo” letters I have seen in pr aL.
You eannot make a sheep dog o

N R~

R VL PR G u BAXEER
1220% Madison Street, Red
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SATURDAY, .

 Letters From

All Japanese Are Said To [
Be Tarred With Same Stick

Editor of The Bee—Sir: After
reading the various Japanese con-
troversy letters, T feel I must ex-
Dress my convictions,

I am an ex school teacher and
have taught 40 miles on all sides
of Sacramentp — North, South,
East and West. Also please under-
stand I did not just commence to
get wise to the Japanese since
Pearl Harhbor, ; |

I have taught in rooms where |
there were 10 Japanese to onei
white child, It is . tommon !
knowledge that while the Japanese |'
went to our schools five days a
week, " they always had Japanese
scthool on Saturday, I took the |
trouble to worm my way into their
confiflence and then asi them
what this was for, The older and
wiser ones simply would stall and
say it was to teach them not to
forget the lang of their fathers,
but the more naive blandly would
explain to me they were taught
the Japanese emperor eventually
Would rule the United States and

| the entire world: that he was the

Son of Heaven, and that the Christ
we told them ahout wasg a rank
fake. They were instructed in the
Japanese schaol {0 learn our ways
and get an American education so
they could be used when their em-
beror's great day arrived, !

~ One scholar told me ‘without the |
bat of an eve: “The Japanese flag |
shaws the rising sun, but remern: {
ber our war flag shows the sun '
half way up.” 4

So there is no such thing as a
loyal Japanese or a loyal Amer-
icean born in the United States of
Japanese barentage, Thev are al
tarred with the same gjck,

C. W. MopRISON.
1914  Eleventh Street,  Sacra-
mento.

e




ARTHUR C. BALLARD

215 THIRD STREET N. E. A
TELEFHOME 220-J
AUBURN, WASHINGT

Hon. C. D. Stimsen,
Secretary of War,
Washington, D. C.;

Dear Sir:

As you are doubtless aware, the Remember Pearl Harber
League and other pseudo-patriotic and race baiting organizations in
the Puget Sound area are thwarting the return and reestablishment in
their homes and occupations those persons of Japanese ancestry who
- have been cleared by the army of subversive tendencies. So that
numbers of inoffensive persons are being set adrift and will se re-
main unless more active steps from some quarter are taken to assure
them of their rights as law abiding citizens and residents ef this
area.

*5 Jysdy ‘paeTTed

Those who have taken over leases or acquired at a low
figure the property of the evacuees and those who are motivated by
race consciousness have pretty well muddied the waters of public
opinion and obscured the fact the evacuees attempting to return are
only those who have been screened by the army intelligence service.
Indeed they have putlicly asserted that 'No Jap is loyal, even if
serving in the army.'

Aspersions are cast upon the War Relocation Authority,
which organization is blamed for "sending the Japs back" and at the
same time the W. R. A. has no means of protecting these people,
since their authority ceases the moment the evacuees depart from
campy and are expesed to petty indignities. Small wonder that few
are restablished in their homes.

In the end it is public opinion that prevails. If the
Army, which foercibly removed these people in 1942, would in a publiec
manner back up its confidence in the loyalty of these people by
having its representatives appear at public forums, if it would
detail returned soldiers of Japanese ancestry to so appear and if
the army or other appropriate agency of government would make it
clear that the civil mnd economic rights of the minority cannot be
violated with impunity, the good sense of the main body of our
citizens will support such policies and the race baiting minority
will be discountenanced.The W. f, A. seems without power in this
situation and it would seem that the War Department has at least
one of the keys to the solution of this crisis, which as a private
citizen I would respectfully urge upon your consideration.

Yours very truly, Ziijzzghﬁq/?

gb AInp 1
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February 9, 1943

Dear Mrs. Bass:

The Secretary of War has asked me
to acknowledge with thanks your kind letter
to him of January 29, 1943, concerning the
new War Department program for loyal Japanese-
Americans.

Sincerely,

(8IGRED) JomN 3, mMcoLoY
JOHN J. MeCLOY
Lssistant Secretary of War

HMrs. B. J. Bass
2015 Huntington Lane
Redondo Beach, California
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e st this -i 5';- \J';E m 1 SOl oncent

Dear Miss Burks:

Your letter of Apréé _and the attached action
of the Board of Supervisors ' County of Los Angeles,
relating to the ¥War Departnca;{gLaption,on_the release
of the Japanese from relocation centers, has been trans-
mitted to this office for acknowledgment and reply. The
Board is thanked for its interest d4ndthe matter and for
furnishing the Secretary with a copy of its resolution.

It seems approprizate in replying thereto to
inform the Board that the facts stated in its resolution
have nnt been corrnctly determined, The War Department
does not ‘eontenplate incorporating 28,000 native born
“Japanese 1nto the armed service. It does have a current
plan for organizing a combat team of American citizens
of Japanese extraction which, when complete, will zive to
the Army approximately 9,000 Japanese.

The War Depatment was the agency responsible
for the evacuation of the Japanese from the West Coast.
Undoubtedly, you are aware that it was not intended that
this mass evacuation imply disloyalty on the part of all
Japanese. The occasion for the evacuation was the lack
of information as to the individual disposition of the Japanese
on the Yest Coast aznd the exigencies of the military situation
then existing. Assuming that many of these Japanese are loyal,
of which the War Department is convinced, it does not appear
either right or in accordance with the American conception
of democracy to retain these loyal Japsnese in restricted
custody, and it is not believed that your council would so
subs cribe. Certainly, the War Department does not concur in
any action which would jeopardize the security of the West
Coast, any other coast of the United States, or the safety
of its military expeditions. It might be interesting for
you to know that among the Japanese American soldiers now
in the Army, many are in theaters of operation, and only
recently three of these Japanese Americans were decorated
by their theater commander for meritorious service.

(°OTTY ‘s3ang/°v'p 8T°Ev2 MSY)
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It is hoped that this will give you some concept
of the existing situation and the policy of the War Depart-
ment on the matter.

Sincerely,

Li )

WILLIAM P. SCOBEY
Colonel, General Staff
Executive

Miss Alice Burks, Chief Clerk
Board of Supervisors

Gounty of Los Angeles

Los Angeles, California



Harch 13, 1943

n
Dear Mg, Brazelton:

Tour letter and petition of February 19, to the
Secretary of War has been referred to me for replw.

The fact that we are at war with Japan should
not blind us to the realization that there sre a great
nunber of verv lowal Japamese-Americon clitisens in our
country, It would be wafair, indeed, to denr these people
an opportunity to fight for their countrw, and I damnot
but believe that to do otherwise would be nothing short
of raclal discrimination, which has mo place in our coun=
trv,

GORDOY GRAND, JR,
First Lieutenant, Ui

LED

S dLEpE

Assistont dxecutive NN

My, R, ¥, Pragelton, Secrstary
Arrovhead Parlor He. 110
Hative Soms of the Golden Yest
San Beraardino, Osliforala
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R. W. BRA LTON
RECORDING SECRETARY
P. O. Box 616

HALL OF

Arrohead Parlor No. 110

NATIVE SONS OF THE GOLDEN WEST

MDA

Every K . Odd Fellows’
Wednesday r. ¢ Temple
Night 675 Third Street

Februery 19, 1943

&,

Hon. Henrv L. Stimson,
Secretary of War,
Washington, D. C.

Tear Mr. Secretary:

Arrowhead Parlor No. 110 of The Native Sons of the
Golden West, at its meeting February 17, 1943,
unanimously adopted the accompanying petition.

We sincerely hope it will have your careful atten-
tion, and that you will endeavor to have enacted
legislation that will end for all time the "peace-
ful invasion" of our country by the Japanese.

Our members are convinced that all Japanese in
this country and its possessions should be con-
fined in concentration camps, and the camps placed
under strict military control. To do otherwise,
is to invite disaster.

Sincerely,

Arrowhead Parlor No. 110, N.S.G.W,

Jack D. McCoy, President '

R. W. Brazmtaryw

M.G.HALE
FINANCIAL SECRETARY
412 THIRD STREET




Arrowhead Parlor No. 110 of The Native Sons of the Golden West
1g grieved and shocked to learn of the proposal to enroll in the
United States Army a unit composed of so-called "citizens of the

United States of America of Japanese ancestry.!

The members of Arrowhead Parlor are firmly of the opinion that
the Congtitution of the United States of America does not confer
citizenship on any person of Japanese descent born in this country,
therefore there are no "citizens of the United States of Japanese
ancestry"; they also are of the belief that all Japanese, regardless
of protestations otherwise, inherently are loyal only to Japan, and
they are thoroughly convinced that the enrollment of a Unlted States

Army unit composed of Jepanese will be inimica@le to the welfare of

PEE————

the 8tate of California and the Nation, and will undoubtedly create
g dangerous threat to a proper and adequate defense of thie country.

Therefore,

Resolved, That Arrowhead Parlor is strenuously opposed to the
formation of a Japanese unit of the United States Army, and hersby
respectfully petitions the Congress of the United States of America
to exercise its prerogative and nullify the declared intention of
the War Department to organize and enroll such a unit. And be 1%

further

Resolved, That copies of this petition be sent the Secretary
of War, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, the Chairman of the Senate military Affairs
Committee, the Chairman of the House of Representatives Military

Affairs Committee and others.
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May 18, 1943

Dear Mr, Buckley:

The Secretary of War is in receipt of your let-
ter of May 12, transmitting a copy of the resolution
adopted by the Board of Supervisors of San Piego County,
on the subject of the Japanese in America. He asks that
acknowledgment be made,

The YWar Department does not subseribe to the views
stated in the resolution of the Board of Supervisors. The
War Department feels that retention of 100,000 people in
relocation centers at the expense of the government in time
of ¥War not only is unjust to those who can establish their
loyalty, but it is an unnecessary expense. The War Depart-
ment policy in this matter is to meke a determination of
those who are loyal and release them from the centers to be
employed in gainful occupatione in support of the war effort or
serve in the Army of the United States. Also, the Var
Department is in accord with the view that all disloyal
or suspected disloyal Japanese, whether citizens or aliens,
should be retained under elose supervision and denied
the privileges that are given to the loyal people.

This policy is in accord with expressions of the
President, the recommendations made by Senator Chandler,
Chairman of the Senate Sub-Committee for Military Affairs,
and it appears to be in accord with democratic American
views,

To condemn the Japanese in this country as a
whole for the actions of the Japanese militarists does not
seem to be just or appropriate. Undoubtedly you are aware
that the War Department and the Army have the responsibility
of probtecting the West Coast ms well as all other coasts
and it does not propose to relax any of the resirictions
which might jeopardize this security. However, it must de
recognized that United States soldiers of Japanese extrac$ion
thon have been taken into the Army have the rights of soldiers
and they have the authority to visit on the West Coast. The
privileges afforded these soldiers must be respected.

Sincerely,

s Sc?liz
gr.rg.ogzggégigiggggty Clerk Coggne fxﬂgnera aff
3 iv nter

xecutive
San Diego, California
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DAVID W. BIRD - CHAIRMAN
WALTER BELLON
18T DisTRICT, SAN DIEGO

DAVID W. BIRD

2p DisTRICT, MATIONAL CITY
JOHN P, FADDIS

3p DisTRICT, SAN DiEGO
HARRY C. WARNER

4TH DisTRICT, SAN DIEGD
DEAN E. HOWELL

5TH DisTrICT, ESCONDIDO

J. B. McLEES, County CLERK

CIVIC CENTER BUILDING AND EX-OQOFFICIQ CLERK
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 2/ PUCKLEY: DEPYTHOLERK
CIVIC GENTER o :
o

May 12, 19435

Secretary of War
Washington, D. C.

e

Dear Sir:

Enclosed is certified copy of a resolution adopted
by the Board of Supervisors of San Diego County, “alifornia,
relative to the exclusion of Japanese from coastal defense

areas.
Very truly yours,
J. B. MC LEES, County Clerk
and ex officio Clerk of the
Poard of Supervisors
By /,/?,,m/

Deputy”
ok.
“ne.l
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In the Matter of Exclusion of Japanese )
from Coastal Defense A AR X CET TR T

ON MOTION of Supervisor Warner, seconded by Supe
the following resolution is adopted: : o FODSTVISer HOWL1,

WHEREAS it has been announced through the press:

l. That the Secretary of War contemplates that some 28,000
native-born Japanese shall be incorporated into the United States
Army in separate combat units; and

2. That the Federal authorities contemplate the release of
from 25,000 to 40,000 Japanese from relocation camps where they
are now restrained, with no announced provision for adequate sur-
veillance or control; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of the County of San Diego,
State of California, believe that such contemplated action would be
inimical to the best interests and to the welfare and effective
defense of our Country;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we $fforously and
earnestly protest against the above proposed actions, and each of them,
for the following reasons:

(1) Following Pearl Harbor and for the defense of the West
Coast against attack and sabotage, the Army wisely moved the
Japanese from the Pacific Coast. Now to permit them to return to
their former habitat would subject us again to the danger of serious
sabotage and difficulty in defending our shore line in the event

of attack;

(2) Due to the temper of the American Public since the dastardly
attack at Pearl Harbor, and reports of the execution by the Japanese
of prisoners of war, we feel that it would be detrimental to the
best interests of the Japanese themselves to allow them to return
for residence on the West Coast, and that difficult additional
policing problems would be presented thereby in effecting their safety;

(3) It is impossible to distinguish between loyal and disloyal
Japanese. We are in no position to judge the emotions of the
Japanese inasmuch as they have maintained their own schools and
religion, and in meny cases dual citizenship with their main allegiance

to the Emperor of Japan;

(4) If Japanese were allowed to return to this area we could
not expect the cooperation of present agricultural or industrial
laborers already engaged in the war effort if they were called

upon to work with Japanese evacuees;

(5) To allow young Japanese to leave relocation camps for
educational purposes in our colleges would be unjust and inequitable
as it affects our own American boys who have been taken out of
college and are so loyally serving their Country in the armed forces
to the detriment of their education and employment;



(6) It is the opinion of this Board that these Jepanese should
be contributing substantially to the war effort but we feel that it
should be in areas removed from the Pacific Coast and by group
movement under full and proper control and supervision by the Arny.
In no event should they be disbursed throughout the Country without
proper provision for absolute surveillance and control.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Japanese, both alien and
American~-born should be retained in relocation centers for the
duration unless they are placed under direct and absolute super-
vision and full control of Army authority and engaged in the further-
ance of our war effort.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified coples of this resclution
be forwarded by the Clerk of this Board to the Secretary of War, to
the War Relocation Board, to our Congressmen and Senators and to the
President of the United States.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County
of San Diego, State of California, this 10th day of May, 1943, by
the following vote:

AYES: Supervisors Bellon, Bird, Faddls, Warner and Howell
NOES: Supervisors None
ABSENT: Supervisors None

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, }
SS.
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO, )

I, J. B. McLEES, CGounty Clerk of the County of San Diego,
State of California, and ex~-officio Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
of said County, hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing
copy with the origilnal resolution passed and adopted by sald Board,
at a regular meetimg thereof, at the time and by the vote thereinm
stated, which original resoclution is now on file in my office; that
the same contains a full, true and correct transeript therefrom and

of the whole thereof.

Witness my hand and the seal of said Board of Supervisors,
this 11lth day of llay A.D. 1943.

J. B. McLEES, County Clerk and
ex-officio Clerk of the Board
of Supervisors.

Byﬂ_&‘&‘m___
Deputy

(SEAL)
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County of Los Angeles

Rrard of Supertisors X Ve
EE ; 1 [ MEMBERS o the SOARD
L “BE e ROGER W. JESSUP
e e
WILLIAM A.SMITH 4
CHE:CL!_':QE 2{?::0,\“ GORDON L. McDONOUGH Gl
April £29th, 1943. JOHN ANSCN FORD

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

Slir: ’

Enclosed herewith is certified copy of ?%f;
order adopted by the Board of Supervisors of N
the County of Los Angeles, endorsing protest /ﬁiwf'{
of the Board of Supervisors of the County of 14 [

Monterey against the contemplated incorpora- /
tion of native-born Japanese into the United
States Army and release of Japanese from re-
location camps. '

Most respectfully yours,

Chief Clerk,
BUOARD OF SUPERVISCRS.

enc.
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OFFICE OF Thw BOARL OF SUPHRVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF LOS ANGLLES, STaTwm OF CALIFORNIA,
TUESDAY, APRIL 27th, 1943,
The Board met in regular session. Present: Supervisor Gordon L.
McDonough, Chairman presiding, William A. Smith, John Anson Ford,
Oscar Hauge and Roger W, Jessup; and J. F. Moroney, Clerk, by Alice

Burks, Deputy Clerk.

IN RE CONTmMPLATED ACTION )

TO INCORPORATE NATIVE-BORN ) On motion of Supervisor Hauge, duly
JAPANKSE INTO THE UNITED )

STATES ARMY AND TO RELEASE ) carried by the following vote, to wit:
JAPANESE FROM RELOCATION ) -

CAMPS: ORDER ENDORSING } Ayes, Supervisors Smith, Hauge, Jessup
PROTHST 0F DOARD 0F SUPER- )
VISORS 0OF Tuipw COUNTY OF )
MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA. )

and McDonough; Noes, none (Supervisor
- Ford not voting), it is ordered that
the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles does hereby
endorse the resolution adopted by the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Monterey, California, on April 12th, 1943, most vigor-
ously and earnestly protesting against the following contemplated
actions as announced through the press, to wit:

1. That the Secretary of War contemplates that some 28,000
native-born Japanese shall be incorporated into the United
States Army in separate combat units; and

Z. That the Federal authorities contemplate the release
of from 25,000 to 40,000 Japanese from relocation camps where
they are now restrained, with no announced provision for ade-
quate surveillance or control.

And it is further ordered that certified copies of this order be
sent to the Secretary of War, to the War Relocation Board, to our
Congressmen and Senators and to the President of the United States

and to each Board of Supervisors of the State of California.

. The foregoing order was adopted by the Board of Supervisors of
the County of Los Angeles, State of California, on April 27th, 1943,
and is entered in the Minutes of said Board.

J. F. MORONEY, County Clerk of the County
of Los Angeles, State of California,
and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of

SW saidgCounty.
B ot

Deputy.




County of Wos Angeles

Board of § buptrmﬁnm Y URFICE V-
T _ MEMBERS of the BOARD
Mus f:\ngvlva WEG Har 3 Fil 4 PFRN.gEssuP
ALICE BURKS ’ W|Lé|3:4 A SMITH

GORDON L. McDONOUGH Chfil .
JOHN ANSCN FORD :

April 29th, 1943. OSCAR HAUGE

CHIEF CLERK OF THE BOARD

Hon. Henry L. Stimson,
Secretary of War,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Enclosed herewith is certified copy of
order adopted by the Board of Supervisors cof
the County of Los Angeles, endorsing protest
of the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Monterey against the contemplated incorpora-
tion of native-born Japanese into the United
States Army and release of Japanese from re-
location camps.

Very truly yours,

Chief Clerk,
BOARD OF SUPERVISGRS.

ellC.
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May 5, 1943

Dear Miss Burks:

Tour letter of April 29 and the attached action
of the Board of Supervisors of the Couniy of Los Angeles,
relating to the War Department's action on the release
of the Japanese from relocation ¢E%te®»s, hag been trans-
mitted to this office for ackmowledgmen® and reply. The
Board is thanked for its interest in the matter and for
furnishing the Secretary with a copy of its resolution.

It seems appropriate in replying thereto to
inform the Board that the facts stated in its resolution
have not been correctly determined. The War Department
does not contemplate incorporating 28,000 native born
Japanese into the armed service. It does have a current
plan for organizing a combat team of American citizens
of Japanese extraction which, when complete, will give to
the Army approximately 9,000 Japanese,

The War Depatment was the agency responsible
for the evacuation of the Japanese from the West Coast.
Undoubtedly, you are aware that it was not intended that
this mass evacuation imply disloyalty on the part of all
Japanese, The occasion for the evacuation was the lack
of information as to the individual disposition of the Japanese
on the Yest Coast and the exigencies of the military situation
then existing. Assuming that many of these Japanese are loyal,
of which the War Department is convinced, it does not appear
elther right or in accordance with the American conception
of democracy to retain these loyal Japanese in restricted
custody, and it is not believed that your council would so
subs aribe. Certainly, the War Department does not concur in
any action which would jeopardize the security of the West
Coast, any other coast of the United States, or the safety
of its military expeditions. It might be interesting for
you to know that among the Japanese American soldiers now
in the Army, many are in theaters of operation, and only
recently three of these Japanese Americans were decorated
by their theater commander for meritorious service.



It is hoped that this will give you some concept
of the existing situation and the policy of the War Depart-

ment on the matter,
Sincer
STamED

WILLIAM P.. SCOBEY
Colonel, Genersl Staff
Axecutive

Miss Alice Burks, Chief Clerk
Board of Supervisors .
Gounty of Los Angeles._
Los Angeles, California
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23 July 1945

Hr. Williem C. Carr. Chairmen
Friends of the Americen VWay
305 Kensington Place

Passdens &, Califoraia

Dear Mr. Carr:

Hr. MeCloy bse been awsy from Washington for some time
end in his sbsence I have been asked to snswer your lstter
of July 16, 1945.

The Waer Iepartment has given serious consideration to
the problems mentioned iam your letter. As you know, the
evecustion of Japanese-Americans from the West Coast was
ordered by the military suthorities solely as & matter of
military necessity and when military necessity for the ex-
clusion ceased the mess exclusion wse rescinded. The War
Department recognizes thet these measures, iike many other
militery messures hsve given rise in many ceses to serious
social and economic problems. The solution of these problems
hes, however, been entrusted to the civilisn agencies rather
than the War Department and, although the War Department is
fully coopereting with those agenciee, it ie not suthorized
or particularly qualified to deal with those problems. I
think you will agree thet the War Department ie correet in
feeling thet the military should be extremely reluctant,
except in cesee of the clearest military need, to enter the
spheres of civilien 1ife in which civilian suthorities have
traeditionally borne the primsry responsibility.

Sincerely,

BTNWEY

DAVIDSON SOMMERS
Major, Air Corps
Agesisten t Executive
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FRIENDS OF THE AMERICAN WAY

305 KENSINGTON PLACE . PASADENA 3, CALIFORNIA
SYcamore 21790
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Mr. John J. McCloy ‘

War Department
Washington, D.C.

Dear 3ir:

Qur group is well aware of your personal understanding
of the plight of the Japanese Americans and their parents.
We ask your cooperation in having the War Department assume
a responsibility which it incurred when it forcibly evacuated
110,000 of our neighbors. Meny of these thousands who have
kept the faith in snite of & bitter experience in democraocy
are now attempting to resume normal living in their home com-
munities., The forced evacuation is the cause of their present
need for finances, housing and employment. Many are the objects
of intimidation, boycotts and violence.

The removing of thece people was an Army concern, and the
Army acted., By such action it incurred a moral obligation to
those who were guiltless. Now they need and deserve the pro-
tection and restitution this obligation involves. America,
too, needs to assume this obligation. Not only is our own
self-respect at stake, but we are being watched and judged
by the millions in China and India.

Most sincerely,

W

¥m. C. Carr, Chairman
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