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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Assistant Secretary of War.

Attentiont! Colonel William P, Scobey.

s:es?‘fﬁfdﬁ’c\\

Subject: Japanese-American Combat Team.

1. Inclosed is a copy of the list of rejected volunteers
vhich was forwarded to the Adjutant General with a request

that letters be written to these individusls notifying them of
their non-acceptability.

2. A copy of the letter to the Adjutant General will
be furnished you by Major Edwards, Training Group.

FOI‘ the A. c. Of s., G—EE '

3

& T

JOHN LANSDALE, JR., s

Lieut, Colonel, Field Artillery, =

Chief, Review Branch, Counterintelligence Group. 5

2 Incls. Bt
Incl 1. OASW Routing Slip 10-6-43 w/incls. ?ﬁ

Incl 2. Cpy of list of Rejectd Volunteers.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR:

Subject: Japanese=American Combat Team

The 1list of names of all Americans of Japanese ancestry who
were rejected for the 442d Combat Team has been furnished The
Adjutant General with a letter substantially the same as you
recommended to be sent to each one. Thjs will notjfy each man
who has been rejected that his serviceg will not used by the
Wer Department.

GEO. V. STRONG
Major General
Assistant Chief of Staff, G=2
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April 16, 1943

MENORANDUM FOR COLONEL GIBSON, Gel:

Subjeet: Hligivility of Volunteer Japanese-
imericans for Japanese-imerican Combat
Zeam in Special Assignment Group Cate-

Reference our telephone conversatioa of this moraing
the above subject, it would be very helpful if this change
policy could be communicated to velunteers im relocation
centers who have been temtatively rejected for physical reasons
et that these volunteers, many of whom have been offered jobs,
can reach some decision as. to whether to wait for the Army or

Do you think you could devise some short statement to
take care of this?

gosensdh

JOHN M, HALL
Captain, ¥.A,
Agsistant Executive

Colonel E, S, Gibson
Room 3B-917, Pent

OASW;JMH :MGB

April 19, 1943
MEMOBMDUM FOR CAPTAIN HALL:

The Bureau of Public Relations hes been given a
release which will inform persons concerned that their
vhysical records will be checked to determine whether they
can be used in the combat team,

/s/ EDWARD S, GIBSON,
Colonel, G, S, C,
Chief, Enlisted Branch, G-1.
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STATISTIOS ON FORMS EXECUTED BY MALR AMZRICAN CITIZENS

Belocation Centexr m : :ﬁutlon
Centrzl Uteh 2420 806
Colorade River - 3356 671
#la River 2488 547
Cranads 1117 117
Heert Hountain 1881 451
Jarome 1241 ne*
Manganar 1826 213
Minidoks 1607 22
Rohwer 1585 300"
Tule Lake 2342 _g3e"
Total 19963 4783

* TEetinates ohlf, desed on prelimivary computations,

April 8, 1843,
Compiled by GLH,
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

WASHINGTON

APR 7 1943

Assistent Secretary of War
War Department
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. McCloy:

Mr. Eisenhower of the 0ffice of War Information has
discussed with me a suggestion that the War Department send
a formal congratulatory letter to the parents of Japanese-
American volunteers. I believe he is writing you concerning
this and I should like to say that I am very much in favor
of it.

As you know, the families of loyal citizens in
relocation centers are particularly in need of this type
of recognition at this time. A simply worded statement
complimenting the father on his son's action in volunteer-
ing and expressing faith in his son's success as a volunteer
should go far in the direction of heightening the pride both
of the families concerned, and of center residents in general.

Sincerely,

AL

Director



S
G
Aprdl 13, 1943 \‘h\\
Yy |
s |
Thank you for your lotter of April 8 and the %
suggestion that the Yar Department dispsteh letiers of /“‘;;““1
comsendation to the perents of Japenese American volum- o
toera. .~ ,
- I agree thet such a letter probably would pro- Coor .
duce a favorable resction in the recipient parents and it (o
might sven inoresse volumteering, but I question the SR
desirability of elngling ocut this raclel group for speclal A Q=l
eongideration, Such action, I belleve, would lay Lhe War \
Departuent open to eriticiem that it is pleying fevoritisa
to the Jupsnese, The Jepenese thenselves prepeatedly have
asked to be treated ss other Americums, and the Yar Depsrte
ment poliey is lwi.ag eriented in that directiom.
I shall Ms‘h that the Japsnrese americans be
accorded the privileges of other imericsn soldiers end
that mepitorions service by them be rewerded appropriately,
but it occurs to me thair set of volunteering, although
vecognived se an zet of loyuliy snd patrictiss, also oo
earried «ith 1t the opuortunity to establish more favorsbly g
thely position smong the Ameriscn people genersally. t
;“'l-.__}.""‘.!_ Q
#¥hile I e not In aceord «ith the suggestion that on t ol
the War Depsrtment initiate such & letter, I do feel a ;
letter of the type supgested should be disputehed by the R
commander of the wnit to which the wolunteer is assimmed. S
I am told thet some wmil ecoumanders meke & oractice of (N
sending letters of similsr nsture to next-of-ikin whem thelr 5 :
recruits syrive. It 1o my feeliny that the organizatiom (
cosmspders’ letter, being um officisl compupication, would




I appreclate your interest on this matter.

’hm.
(SIGNED) JOHN J, MeCLOX

John J. MeCloy

Mr. B, &, Elsenhower, Associate Director
Office of Var Information

OASW:WPS : MDH

- -

- -



OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION

WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

April 8, 1943

L]

Honorable John J, McCloy ﬂ
Ageigtant Secretary of Wer APR ¢ 1943

Weshington, D, C. \..".M,.f

Dear Mr, Secretary:

A move on the part of the War Department thet would do much
to improve morale in the War Relocation Centers, and perhaps tc in-
crease the number of Jgpanese~American volunteers, would be the
igsuing of a signed and sealed letter of congratulation to all
parents of Japanese~American volunteers whc are in the relocation
centers.

There are special reasons for urging this step in the case
of Japanese. The Japanese have great respect for symbols of
governmental authority; an official document would mean much to
them. Induction into the army is regarded by them, due to their
native background, as a solemn privilege, The custom of send-off
parties in honor of inductees, brought to this eccuntry and to
Hawaii from Japan, is evidence of the honor attached to induction.

Under present ciremmstances, because of the curtailment of
some of their liberties, the feelings of the Japanese in the re-
location centers regarding the volunteering of their children have
been mixed. A document from the Wer Depsrtment, simply worded and
congratulating the parents on the son's action, would help to
clarify their feelings and to engage their loyalties.

The families of such loyal Americans are particularly in
need of moral support, because of the undercurrent of antagomism in
the relocation centers. A letter from the War Department similar
to the enclosed would be cherished among family possesslons, shown
to neighbors, end used as tangible evidence of the Government's
intention to give the Japanese a fair deal,

I hope you will find it possible to give this matter your
favorable attention.

Sincerely yours,

35 7. L ues

i. 8. Eisenhower
Associate Director

Enclosure




On behalf of the United States Government, I wish to
congratulate you upon the enlistment of your sen in the
Army of the United States, His action in volunteering for
military service is & fine demonstration of strong character
and true loyalty.

You have every right to be proud of your son who, by
willingly taeking his plece in the defense of his country,
has joined in spirit with the men who came from foreign lands
over three hunired years ago to establish our nation. TYour
son is one with the brave pioneers who have built this nation
and believed in it and fought for it,




Karoh 23, 1943

HIMORANDUM FOR COLOWEL NEWION:

Subject: Press Relesse Conceraing Japenese
American Combat Team.

1. Nr, HeQloy suggests that 4if 4% is not too incemvenient,
there be substituted for the firet parsgraph of the attached
release the following:

"Since muthorization for the formation of
an Amy combat tesm composed of imerican citizens
of Japansse ancestry, mors than 1,000 volunteer
arplications to Joinm the usit have bBeen recelved
in the ten relecation cemters in the continental
United States, the War Department snnounced today,"

2, Hp, Helloy had the feeling that the release in its
present form gave too much the impression that the War Depart-
ment was doing the Japanese Americens a favoer im permitting them
to volunteer,

(BlGNED)

JOEN M, HALL
Gaptain, 7.A,
Assiztant Sxecutive

Lt.Col KEXEEX Marshall Newton
Boom 2 D 8644, Pentagon

OASW: JMH : NGB

Ine,
Press releass 3-18-43
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WAR DEPARTMENT
Bureau of Public Relations
PRESS BRANCH
Tel. - RE 6700
Brs. 3425 and 3770

March 18, 1943
IMMEDIATE RELEASE

1,000 IN RELOCATION CENTERS
SEEK TO JOIN COMBAT UNIT

Since authorization for the formation of an Army combat team composed
of American citizens of Japanese ancestry, more than 1,000 applications for
permission to join the unit have been received in the ten Relocation Centers in
the continental United States, the War Department announced today,

Quotas for the unit are being allocated between volunteer inductees from
the continental United States and Hawaii, as well as Americans of Jananese
extraction who are already in the Army.

At the Minidoka Relocation Center, Hunt, Idaho, four brothers, Chet,
Howard, Kenny and Ted Sakura, were reported among the volunteers, When this
news reached the War Department, the following letter was sent to Mrs. lisa
Sakura, their mother, on behalf of the Secretary of War:

"Dear Mrs. Sakura:

"The Secretary of War has directed that T extend to you the congratula-
tions of the War Department upon the enlistment of your four sons in the Army
of the United States, Their action in volunteering for service in the combat
team consisting of loyal Americans of Japanese descent is a splendid example of
true Americanism,

"President Roosevelt has stated: 'No loyal citizen of the United States
should be denied the democratic right to exercise the responsibilities of his
citizenship, regardless of his ancestry. The principle on which this country
was founded and by which it has always been governed is that Americanism is a
matter of the mind and heart; Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race
or ancestry. A good American is one who is loyal to this country and to our creed
of liberty and democracy. Every loyal American citizen should be given the
opportunity to serve this country wherever his skills will make the greatest
contribution -~ whether it be in the ranks of our armed forces, war production,

agriculture, government service, or other work essential to the war effort.!

"T am sure that you are proud of your sons whe have willingly
taken their places in the defense of their country,"

END

DISTRIBUTION: Aa, Af, D,



March 13, 1943

MIMORANDUM FOR GEERRAL SURLES:

N
U
N\
A
L
g
Pillen S, ¥Myer, Piveetor, ¥ar Relocation Authority, has QL
indicated that {% wvould be very helpful tc have a press relesse '
nade on Yednesday of next week indicating the total mumber of
American citizens of Japanese ancestry whe have volunteered Yor
gervice in the armed forces,
C

Complete figures on this are not available at the
present time but %o date they are as follows:

VYolunteers from Hawaii, nearly 10,000.

Volunteers from war relocaliocs centers,
inzluding evecnees who have previoualy
velunteered for duty at the Military
Intelligence Langusge School at Savegs,
Ninnesota, appreximately 1,200,

Yolunteors from other sources within
the United Stetes, spproximately 100.

I shall be glad %o discuss this matter with a representa-
tive of your office, but in the meantime I sssume that it will de
necessary %o clesr this release with the Office of the Assistant

Chief of Staff, ﬁ-a. N \N
I
Kr, Baker of the War Helocation Authority is their mu- N ‘
relations representative and may be reached by calling 8195 -
{810y,

WIlLliM P, SCOBRY
Colonsl, Genersl Staff
Executive

OASW;JDH:;MGB

Al S el -



DAILY REPORT RECEIVED BY G-2 OF VOLUNTEERS FOR ARMY
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