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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FOURTH ARMY
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
PRESIDIO OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

January 27, 1943

SUBJECT: Comments on Proposed Program for Army Recruitment of and
Determination of Loyalty of Jepsnese Evacuees.

TO: Chief of Staff, United States Army.

el

1. Pursuant to oral permission granted by the Assistant Secretary o
of Wer in a telephone conversation dated January 18, 1943, I submit here-~ My
with comments on a memorandum prescribing procedure for determining o
loyalty of Jepanese-Americans. The subject memorandum is attached as

Tab A.

2. One of the most fundamental questions presented by the subject
proposal is this: If the War Department and the Joint Board (represent- W
ing the Federal establishment) do certify as to the loyalty of certain ~
Nisel and they are permitted to work in war plants, how can the Govern- o
ment continue to justify the prohibition against their re-entry to the
Pacific Coastal Frontier (the evacuated zone of Western Defense Command)?
Perhaps it will not. If the Government will not or cannot justify its
pogition in this regard, critics are certain to force a confession of
original mistake in evacustion. (See Paragraph 4~b below.) If the Fed-
eral Government is unable to resist pressure for the return of certified
Nigei to the Pacific Coestal Frontier (or if it does not intend to) then,
in my opinion, one of the basic militery security requirements of the
Pacific Cosstal Frontier will have been disregarded.

(€# ~Le-t)

3. a. As I understood it, the initial objective which led the
War Department to the formulation of the subject plen was:

To develop a practicable means for raising =
combat unit from among the Nisei class.

I am adviged informally thet later another element entered the
picture because there was apparently a duplication of effort among Army
agencies investigating released evacuees who were furloughed or released
by WRA to the vicinity of vital installations. Accordingly, a secondary

. objective seems to have developed. It is:
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To eliminate a multiplicity of investigations by Army
agencies in cases where WRA releases or furloughs
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Japanese for private employment or other purposes.

b. However, the purpose of the plan as stated in paragraph 1
thereof is much broader in scope. It is to determine,

"(a) loyalty of Japanese-Americans of the Nisel class
to permit of their release by War Relocation Authority
from war relocation centers, and (b) whether those so
released may be inducted into the military service or
be employed in plants and facilities important to the
war effort.m

c. Stated another way, the objectives as I understand them
from reading the plan and from my conversation with the Assistant Secre-
tary of Wer are twofold: (1) To recruit an unstated number of American-
born Japanese for an Army combat unit, and (2) to determine the loyalty
of American-born Japanese, other than those accepted by the Army, in
order to facilitate the War Relocation Authority relocation-release

program.

4. Before commenting in detail on the essential features of the
proposal, there are a few observations associated with the initiation
of evacuation which ere pertinent. They are made primarily in connection
with the public relations aspects of the intended program. These comments
are:

&a. At the time of evacuation, many elements in our population
charged that it was unnecessary and based on hysteria and/or pressure
from selfish West Coast interests desiring to rid the West Coast area
of Japanese. The Army answered this by positively stating that a mili-
tary necessity existed. Critics then guestioned the necessity for mass
total evacuation and asked why it was not confined to aliens or others
known to be disloyal. There was considerable public discussion at the
time as to why loyalty boards were not used. These critics were answered
by statements, direct and indirect from authorities, that it was sub-
stantially impossible to determine the loyalty of Japanese. Cited, were
ties of race, religion, customs, positions, and the fact that the group
had largely been unassimilated.

b. On the other hand, a majority of the public was not criti-
cal of the evacustion, but on the contrary whole-heartedly indorsed the
mess evacustion and, in my opinion, still views all Japanese with sus-
picion.

¢. Thus in viewing the public relations of the proposed
plan, there are two definite problems created: (1) Those elements
originally eritical of mass evacuation will esk: Why was not loyalty
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determined during the assembly center phase if it can be done now? At
that time the evacuee group was under complete military control and
security requirements were satisfied - there was time to determine loyalty
without expending 50 to 60 millicns on relocation centers. (2) Those
major elements in the population that view Japanese with suspicion may

or may not now accept them notwithstanding the proposed certification

by the board. It is doubtful if they will be accepted unless a very
substantial and logical selling job is done. And so far as the Western
states are concerned, it is probable that this area will remain re-
calcitrant in spite of such a selling job.

5. In developing deteiled comments on the proposed plan, I will
divide them into four categories as follows:

I General Comments
IT Mechanical and Investigative Aspects
ITTI Legal Aspects

IV An Alternative Program.

6. Catepgory I, General Comments.

a. The general commente on the subject plan are of consider-
able extent. There are three topics in this category. The first is
‘e restetement of the basic mechanics, which appear to be required by
the plan. The second is an outline of the basic assumptions which
were gpparently adopted in devising the plan. It is also a statement
of several questions left unanswered by the plan. The third is a sum-
mary of comments which follow from the premises established by the
first two. In order to limit the length of this paper as much as
possible, the first topic is attached as Tab'B. The second and third
topics follow here. '

b. The following basic assumptions are inherent in this
plan:

(1) That it is desirable to have in the United States
Army a combat unit consisting of American-born persons of
Japanese descent.

(2) That to get such a combat unit it is necessary
simultaneously to provide for the release of other American-

born Japanese from relocation centers.

(3) That as a condition of release it is necessary
for the Japanese to have a definite stamp of approval as to
loyalty guaranteed by a joint board of the Army, Navy, and
FBI.
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(4) That there has now been devised a satisfactory
procedure to determine the loyalty of American-born Japan-
ese, and that this plan is acceptable to all of the investi-
gative agencies.

(5) That the plan will produce the desired results be-
cause, for all practical purposes of the war effort, (a)
the records of the investigative agencies are sufficiently
complete for all Japanese-Americans, (b) a satisfactory
questionnaire has been devised, and (c) an investigation
of each Japanese person in his former community of residence
will produce additional objective loyalty evidence.

(6) That, since no statement has been made indicating
that the machinery would be operated for the duration,
the basic loyalty determination for all practical purposes
can be 2 "one shot" operation undertsken simultaneously
in 21l centers.

(7) That the program will result in the acceptance by
the American community of those Japanese who are given the
official stamp of approval as to loyalty and, if it is not
intended to force a separation of families, that the American
community will accept the uncertified alien members of
their families.

The information now at hand is not sufficient to znswer the
following guestions:

(1) The most important unanswered question is whether
the plan is a "positive" or a "negative" plen. Stated
otherwise, which way is the basic presumption - in favor of,
or against loyalty? Will an evacuee be regarded as loyal
unless a derogatory finding of fact (not opinion) is devel-

cpeds To carry it farther, if no informetion can be devel-
oped on a given Nisei, is he to be classified as loyal?

(2) Will the presence of parents, brothers and sisters,
children, etc., in Japan or Japenese occupied territory
(i.e., possibility of "pressure" by Japanese Govermment)
be considered in the process of clearance? Same question
for father or brother in internment camp in this country.

(3) Will the War Department as such undertake the pub-
licity campaign necessary to make the loyal Japanese (and
their Issei parents) acceptable in all communities and oc-
cupations, including war industries?
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(4) Will a Japanese whose loyalty has been verified
be permitted (a) to return slone to the evacuated area of the
West Coast for employment in war industries under exactly the
same circumstances as he could be employed elsewhere in the
United States, (b) to bring his wife and children and/or his
allen parents with him? Also, will the members of the families
of soldiers be permitted to establish residence outside of the
relocation project, including the return to their former
regidence in the evacuated area or elsewhere? Will the pub-
lic accept those whose loyalty (a) has not been investigated
or (b) not affirmatively established?

¢« (1) The active mechanics of this program effectively place
the responsibility for its success on the War Department. The tednms

are Army officers and enlisted men; the guestionnaire analysis 1s an

Army function; and the locality-of-former-residence investigation will

be done by Western Defense Command. However, the Army is neither adminis-
tratively responsible for the operation of relocation centers, nor for
relocation. Yet this is definitely and conclusively a relocation pro-
oram. It was definitely understood at the time the War Relocation Auth-
ority was established that this agency would free the Army from respon-
5ibility for the relocation of Japanese evacuated from the West Coast
area. It was deemed wise to require the clearance of evacuees with all
law enforcement agencies, including the Army, in the process of granting
releases from centers. The Army has always given as expeditious treat-
ment as possible to its functions in such clearance, but the responsibil-
ity for, and the mechanics of, securing the clearance have remained a
function of the War Relocation Authority. Appsrently the War Department
has now assumed the responsibility for and the active role in the clear-
ance of evacuees. This is apparent in spite of the statement that, "The
procedure....+is intended to supplement the leave regulationse.....13s0ed
by the War Relocation Authority, and not to supersede those regulations
or instructions except as may be ordered by the War Relocation Authority."”

(2) The active role and renewed interest of the Army in
this problem which has been passed to a civilian agency may assist rather
than block the efforts of those Congressmen who would have the Army assume
the operation of all relocation centers.

(3) The program is voluntary. It can, therefore, be blocked
by any factor which influences the American-born Japanese not to submit
a questionnaire. The most active pressure group in each relocation center
consists of the parent-gensration Issel and thelr Japanese-educated Kibel
children. These Kibei, incidently, must be classified as Nisel for pur-
poses of this program since they are American-born and citizens. The
program will operate with the Issei-Kibel group still actively in control
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of the Japanese in centers, since no segregation is to be made prior to
the Army recruitment and the soliciting of questionnaires. Repeated
statements have been made by this headguarters that segregation must

be a first step for the successful operation of any actively pro-Ameriecan
program in the relocation centers. This is still the view of this head-
quarters. As long as the Issei-Kibei group, including many persons who
openly requested repatriation to Japan and parolees from internment
camps who are actively pro-Japanese, is the dominant force in the re-
location center, the Army and the War Relocation Authority, or any other
agency which attempts to promote a program within a center, will be at
the mercy of the Imperial Japanese Government.

(4) It is often assumed by those unfamiliar with the pattern
of Japanese life in the United States that there are two classes of fam-
ilies, (a) those composed of pro~Japanese parents and children and (b)
those composed of American-born citizen Japanese. This does not appear
to be the case. All foreign-born Japanese are aliens, and all native-
born Japanese automatically citizens. This is the consequence of national
policy since the first exclusion acts of 1906. In nearly every family,
therefore, there are alien parents and citizen children. Among the
citizen children will be found those who were educated in Japen, the
Kibei. Some of the Kibel have completed a term of training in the Japan-
ese Army. There are also many children who have felt no deep loyalty
to any country other than the United States. It must be remembered that
the median (i.e., the 50 per cent point) of the age of foreign-born
Japanese is 53.0 years for men and 43.0 years for women; the median
age of their native-born children is 17.5 years for males and 16.8 years
for females. Of the 71,89 American-born Japanese in Arizona, California,
Oregon, and Washington in 1940, only 22,375, or 31 per cent, were 21 years of
age or older., On the other hand, 99 per cent of the alien Japanese were
adults. In these states foreign-born Japanese adults outmumbered their
adult citizen children 40,524 to 22,375. Though 64 per cent of the entire
Japanese population were citizens, including all small children, of the
adult Japanese population, 64 per cent were aliens. (See Table 1 and
Chart 1, attached as Tab C hereof.) :

(5) It is indeed regrettable that the Army teams will go
into relocation centers without complete information concerning, and ap-
preciation of, the objectives and mechanics of the evacuation program.
The Japanese in the centers will expect these men, the representatives
of the United States Government, to know the answers to their gquestions
concerning the evacuation program. When such questions are not answered,
or the answers given prove that the Army man does not know what he is
talking about, there will be an immediate loss of face. The Issei and
Kibei can be expected to ask embarragsing questions and otherwise con-
fuse the members of the recruiting team. Certain War Relocation Authority
project officials assure this headquarters that the pro-Axis Issei-Kibei
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group is now highly organized to exert pressure and that due to the
failure to promptly undertake segregation, the larger percentage of

KNisei have developed an "anti-Caucasian" view.

(6) Apparently there is no intention to try out the pro-
gram in cne center as a "dry run" to determine any weaknesses in the
proposed approach to the evacuees and to test the effectiveness of the
publicity program. While such a preliminary trial might provide the
anti-American Japanese with time to organize against the program, it
would insure consistency of aetion and statement by team members in
meeting problems in all centers. Anyone familiar with Japanese psychol-
ogy knows that they are not easily stampeded by "blitz" tacties and
high pressure propaganda. The Japanese in relocation centers will be
especially suspicious of any such action by uniformed Army men.

(7) Undoubtedly the Public Relations Division of the War
Department will prepare releases which will advise the general publie,
especially the public on the West Coast, concerning the objectives and
procedures of this program. Unless this is done with a full knowledge
and appreciation of the present state of public opinion on the West
Coast, the program may excite so much public controversy on the "Japanese
question" (now before State Legislatures) that it will become almost im-
possible for interviewers from the Western Defense Command to secure a
fair appraisal from the former associates, employers and neighbors of
Japanese.

8. Two of the most fundamental questions_which'seem to be
left unanswered (see above) are these:

: (1) Is the proposal based on a "negative" or a "positive"
approach? Are all Nisel presumptively loyal - a presumption
to be rebutted only by the development of derogatory evidence?
Or is the presumption the converse -~ to be rebutted only by
the development of evidence in affirmation of loyalty? If the
presumption is fevorsble to loyalty then the Federal Govern-
ment would seem to be embarrassing its original position
that evacuation was a military necessity. (See paragraph 4-a,
above.) This follows because it was the fundamental premise
that Japanese loyalties were unknown or doubtful. If the
presumption is unfavorable to loyalty then the chances of
determining the loyalty of any substantial segment will
probably be low. This is because there is a great dearth
of positive information on the majority of Nisei. There
are two reasons for this: (1) Only the Japanese themselves
know the answers and (2) the Niseli Japanese are mostly too
young to have any records. (See Chart 1 and Table 1, Tab C.)

VTN
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The resultant inebility to establish the loyalty of any
substantial segment of Nisel may unnecessarily embarrass
the Government because such a determination as is here pro-
posed is not essential to the atteinment of the primary ob-
jective, viz., raising a combat unit.

(2) The second question left unanswered, which may
seriously threaten the atteinment of the stated objectives,
is the method by which it is proposed thoroughly to indoctrinate
the Army Questionnaire Teams to enable them to answer the many
questions which will be propounded not only by the Nisei, but
also by Issei and Kibei. (See para. 6 c.(5), above.) I under-
stand that these teams will initiate thelr activities simultaneous-
1y in each Relocation Center on February 4. Even those who have
been associated with the relocation and evacuation from the-
beginning would experience great difficulty in answering many
of the questions which will necessarily be met. Some examples
of questions which may be encountered are:

(2) Will those of us whose loyalty is favorably
determined be permitted to return to the West Coast?

(b) If so, may our dependent (Issel) parents ac-
company us when we are released for war work? Or to the
Coasgt? .

(e) If our loyalties are favorably determined,
will we be released only for direct war work or can we
be released to engage in our former businesses? Or any
business of our choosing? Any place?

(d) Our cars and our property are stored on the
West Coast. Will the Government bring them to us if we
are released for work in the interior?

(e) If we can be released now to go in the Army,
or to work in war plants, why were we evacuated?

(f) If our loyalties are favorably determined,
do we become eligible to leave at once? Or will it con-
tinue to be necessary for us to have a job, a place to
live, and a commnity of destination which will accept
us, as is now the case under the WRA furlough plen? If
not, why not? Particularly, if on examination, we have
been determined to be loyal citizens and we do not seek
to be protected?
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Detailed comments on this subject are found in Tab D,

8. Category III, Legal Aspects.

Certain arguments were advanced by the Government in the
pending Federal Court cases challenging authority for the evacuation
program. It is pertinent to set forth in resume the substance of some
of these arguments so far as they may be affected or weakened by the
proposed program. The position taken by the Government in the court
cases is in some respects contrary to the implications of the instant
program. The importance of this consideration cannot be over-emphasized.
The inclosure, Tzb E, speaks for itself in this regard.

9. Of some value in considering the public relations aspects
of the program are various newspaper editorials touching the subject.
Excerpts from a very few of the many editorials slong the same line
which appeared in leading periodicals are attached as Tab F.

10.

Virtually =ll of these comments have been critical of the
plen. This, of course, logically raises the question as to what the
suggestion of this headquarters would be for a program which would
meet the criticisms advanced and, at the same time, satisfy the War
Department objectives, viz., (a) provide a method for raising a com-
bat unit; (b) eliminate multiplicity of investigations; and (e) to
facilitate a feasible program for fuller utilization of evacuees
in the war effort with provision for release and ultimate rehabili-
tation. For the purpose of discussion such a program is attached
in outline form (Teb G).

11. The foregoing comments have been developed on the basis of
the experience gained by this headquarters in evacuating all persons
of Japanese ancestry from the Pacific Coastal Frontier and in operai-
ing assembly centers providing for their temporary residence for a
period of over six months. Irrespective of whether a final decision
hag been made on the subject proposal, I request thet my comments
be given careful consideration and, further, that they be made of
record in the War Department. Notwithstanding whatever course of
action is ultimately followed by the War Department with respect
to the instant subject, I reaffirm my previous position that no per-
song of Japanese ancestry should be readmitted to the Pacific Coastal
Frontier (the evacuated zone of Western Defense Command) for the
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duration of the present war.

——
“=J. L. DeWITT,

Lieutenant General, U.S. Army,
Commanding.

7 Incls.:
Tebs A to G, Incl.
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NATIVITY OF THE TOTAL JAPANESE POPULATION AND OF THE ADULT
JAPANESE POPULATION OF ARIZONA, CALIFORNIA, OREGON AND WASHINGTON: 1940%

Total
Nativity Group population
Number Percent _
B sievererersbnvive LIS, 200
Native~Borme: casees s — 71,896 64
Forelgn-bBorBecssscessvacs 41,089 36
Males
ﬁll...l..-.‘..l.‘l..‘ 63,208 lOO
Native"bomtocqcua..a--- 38,094 60
FOI‘Eigﬂ—bDI‘n...-..o--.-. 25’114 Z{.O
Females
All..t..l..ll.-t.-.-- 49,777 100
N&tj,Fe—born.....-...--o. 33,802 68
Forei_gn-born. st s et ee s 15,9’75 32

Adult

populationi=*
Number Percent
62,899 100
22,378 36
40,525 64,
37,438 100
12,628 34
24,810 66
25,461 100

9,747 38
15,714 62

*Note that whereas 2/3 of the total Japanese population are
American born, only 1/3 of the adult population is American

horn.

#**Persons 21 years of age or clder.
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Chart 1

AGE AND NATIVITY OF JAPANESE IN
ARIZONA, CALIFORNIA, OREGON, AND WASHINGTON : 1940

NUMBER OF PERSONS

FORE G- BORN
JAPANESE
MATIVE - BORM
JAPAMESE

10,000

s - - - 75 AND
50-54 55-59 60-64 6569 70-74 OLDER ]

Note Table 2, the source, follows
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AGE AND NATIVITY OF JAPAWNESE POPULATION IN
ARIZONA, CALTIFORNIA, COREGON AND WASHINGTON: 1940

(Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census)

Age Total Netive-born Foreign-born
(Years) Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Al ages.... 112,985 100.0 71,896 100.0 41,089 100.0
WAASY Seoverwes 7,189 6.4 75134 9.9 55 0.1
5410 Dawowenins 8,357 T 8,281 11.5 76 0.2
10 to lbheeweees 12,860 1hed, 12,743 7.7 Ly 0.3
35 o 19w sva 18,139 16.1 17,893 2449 246 0.6
20 to Dhewevins 14,636  13.0 14,193  19.7 443 I |
25 tD 29-0» . 7,667 6.8 7,075 9.8 592 1.4
30 to 3hesees - 4y 470 4.0 2,699 F8 1,771 L3
35 10 39cceaans 6,381 5.6 1,120 1.6 5,261 12.8
LG £0 ddve vewin 7,068 6.3 394 0.5 6,674 16.2
45 t0 49 cesvans 5,854 5 195 0.3 5,659 13.8
5O e Sdivesens L) 6.6 83 0.l 7,329  17.8
55 to 59cecacns 55,917 5ei 37 0.l 5,880 14.3
60 to Bl 4,450 3.9 18 - 4y 432 10.8
65 10 69veacscs 1,799 1.6 7 - 1,792 Lools
70 tO 71’4.-.-0--- 566 005 \10 - 556 102‘-
75 and older... 220 0.2 14 - 206 0.5
21 and older... 62,899 5547 22,375 3l 40,525 98.6



San Diego, California. - "San Diego Union", March 24, 1942.

Salt

The experience we have had with the Japs should cure
us of the delusion that they can become responsible and loyal
citizens.

Lake City, Utah. -~ "Salt Lake Telegram", March 25, 1942.

News storiesg about evacuation say Japanese appear happy.
Important thing now is to assure the safety of the nation
on the home front. That's just as important to a loyal
Japanese-American citizen as it is to any other American
Citizen. The Japanese in America can well regard their
evacuation as their part of the nation's victory effort -
and with a grin and a "thumbs up" make it a demonstration
of patriotism. Somehow we like that spirit. It is typically
American.

San Francisco, California. - "Chronicle", March 29, 1942.

America cannot afford a Trojan Horse. - Franc Shor in
This World.

Portland, Oregon. - "Oregonian®™, April 30, 1942.

They (the Japanese) are very fortunate to be under
restraint in an orderly, democratic manner. It may not have
been their fault, in any degree, that we were betrayed by
their netion and their race. But the time for trusting
without precaution is past.

Sen Francisco, California. - "Chronicle", HMay 18, 1942.

The disloyal ones among them - there are disloyal ones
and it is because of inability to gquickly weed them out that
all the Japanese have had to go - will take the oath perhaps
most loudly of all. From the loyal one, the oath is not
needed, From the disloyal, with fingers mentally crossed,
it will mean nothing. If it did, we could safely take the
oath from all the Japanese and let them all come back.

Los Angeles, California. — "Times", May 19, 1942.

What arguments were presented to the President by the
military authorities of this district have not been made
known, but to assume that General DeWitt, the Federal Bureau



of Investigation, the Army and Naval Intelligence were
motivated by race prejudice, greed for land, or popular hys-
teria, as this letter calmly does, is just silly. And, it
was the arguments of this group that plainly impressed the
President. :

One has but to recall the original objections of the
adminigtration, as voiced by Attorney CGeneral Biddle, to
removal of the Japs, to realize that it was not popular
clamour that influenced the President, but very cogent evi-
dence submitted by the military command. The implication
that the President would be swayed by race prejudice, greed,
or hysteria is no compliment. His instinets are in the other
direction.....The exclusion was a military measure and was
recognized as such, and as such, and as necessary, by the
Japanese themselves, who submitted to it with more good
sense than 1s displayed by the signers of the petition.
These Japanese knew that there were traitors to the United

States in their midst and further that complete identifica-

tion of all of them was impossibly difficult.

Dallas, Texas. - "Herald Times", June 6, 1942.

The removal is perhaps the most remarkable thing that
our government has done since we entered the war. This
huge transplanting of population was essential.

Dallas Texas. - "Times Herald", June 9, 19i2.

The removal of more than 100,000 persons of Japanese
extraction from the West Coast to interior points is, per-
haps, the most remarkable thing that our government has
done since we entered the war.....Many of the Japanese

who have been evacuated are American citizens by right

of birth and are loyal to this nation, but there were too
many of them in one locality.....The evacuation of the

Japanese as a war measure shows that it is not wholesome
for the nation for any immigrant group to become too num-
erous in a particular locality.

San Bernardine, California. - "Sun", June 26, 1942.

In the face of reports that the large majority of
Jepenese in Celifornia evacuation camps approve of the army's
decigion that it was unwise to permit Japanese to reside on
the Pacific Coast war zones, Mike Masaoka, naticnal secretary
of the Japanese American Citizens League, has made vigorous

protest in New York.....@hen Masaoka will point out how the

United States Army can determine who is a good Japanese




citizen and who is an enemy, the country might be interested
in his protest.....Miss Teru Masumoto offered resolution,
narrowly defeasted, that "as all loyal Americans, we support
every measure that will help to insure viectory for the United
Nations, despite any personal hardships or sacrifices." -~
Among the opponents of her resolution were many white Ameri-
cans who are interested in the technical questions as to

how the United States government can restrain the movements
of eitizens, regardless of their racial inheritance. The
army has taken a practical viewpoint of the Japanese situa-
tion on the Pacific Coasst and adopted the only plan that
seems feasible. ’

Los Angeles, Californis. - "Times", July 10, 1942.

"Now General DeWitt has let Governor Olson know that
the Governor was talking through his well-used hat and that
the Japs ~ rounded up at tremendous cost and trouble aren't
going to be released for anybody. This is straight talk,
that even an Olson should understand. If the Governor will
get down to earth and join in the sensible efforts of varilous
groups to recruit various available city workers.....for
emergency jobs in the fields, we can save the crops.” - "As
You Might Say---" ED AINSWORTH'S column in Times.

Merced, California. - "The Sun-Star", July 6, 1942.

Releasing the Japs to work on the farm would, in large
measure, undo all the government has done so far to provide
that safety. Only Japs who volunteered would be used on the
farms, and, obviously, if any of them wanted to get outside
the reception centers for purposes of sabotage or other
acts of treachery, volunteering for farm work would provide
him the opportunity to get out and do hig dirty work. -
"Jottings" by "Vie" Reich

Martinez, California. - "Gazette", July 14, 1942.

Governor Olson's pleag that Japs be returned here
from internmment cemps to work in harvest fields has met with
a cold reception from the war department. Ceneral DeWitt
did = mighty fine job in removing Japs from important mili-
tary zones. The job was donme with the usual precision and
thoroughness with which the army always goes aboul a task.
And when it was completed everyone breathed easier. They -



felt that a menace to the safety of the entire Pacific Coast
has been removed. It was with some amazement then that the
people read several days ago ;gat the Governor was advocat—

ing gheir return.

Boston, Massachusetts. - "Christian Science Monitor", July 15, 1942.

The Army, which has smoothly, expeditiously and humanely
handled the evacuation, and is carrying out the advance phases
of the relocation, is not officially concerned with the peace-
time problem which will follow as night follows day.....The
probable outcome is that the Constitution will prevail rather
than the unconstitutional opinions or desires of any group
or even State. That is the normal and expected course of
affairs. The Army, meanwhile, through its Wartime Civil
Control Administration, and the Wartime Relocation Authority,

the completely civilian agency engaged in placing Japanese

in groups where they may support themselves for the duration,
are setting examples in smooth, harmonious functioning

which may point the way for new postwar relationships belween
Japanese and the white population. The Japanese, both
aliens and American citizens, are being provided an oppor-
tunity to prove themselves willing and able to make serious
sacrifices for this, the adopted land of some, the homeland
of many more. As they continue to prove themselves, they
will be proving also their right to the full and complete
protection of the American Constitution, in peace or war,
from this time forth. This war can conceivably put & defi-
nite end and answer to the domestic "Japanese question." "The
Wide Horizon - Beyond the War" by Rodney L. Brink. A dis-
cussion of future peacetime disposition of West Coast Japanese.

' Billings, Montana. - "Gezette", July 20, 1942.

Editorial comments on Columbia's transfer of coast aliens
inland, comparing it to evacuation of California Japanese.
"Hard on the imnocent, it is forced on them because of the

;gfgcultx of peparating them from the guilgx " Qther ex~-
amples of difficulties arising from mixed populations were
also given.




est of Editorials Followi Z ncident of December 7, 1942,

Show New, er Attitude on Lovalty Nine Months After Evacuat

Long Beach, California. - "Press-Telegram", December 8, 1942.

The violent demonstration by pro-Axis Japanese at
Menzanar does not provide the evidence whereby a complete

separation of the sheep and the goats can be made, but it
does prove beyond any doubt that a considerable percentage
of the Japanese in this big relocation camp are loyal to
Japan and consequently are ememies of the United States.

San Francisco, California. - "Chronicle", December 3, 1942,

We cannot select on the basis of the disorders becauge

the bad actors are sure to plant their kind on the other
side. There is no ready-made solution. As with other
matters, we must make the best of it and increase protection

inside the camps. This, of course, means more restriction,

which the decent ones endure but find onerous.

Los Angeles, California. - "Los Angeles Times", December 9, 1942.

Events at the Japanese centers at Manzanar and at Poston,
Ariz., prove up to the hilt the necessity of Gen. DeWitt!'s
order clearing all persons of Japanese ancestry out of the
Pacific Coast military areas. The evacuation order, it will
be remembered, was roundly critiecized by uninformed Eastern-
ers and by some Westerners who should have known better. It
is now clear that the feeling of too many Japanese was en-
tirely unfriendly to the United States, and that considerable
numbers of Japanese born here were included in the unfriendly
group, * i %

#*For the safety of the Japanese themselvegs —- and
safety of Japanese loyal to the United States at at least
was entitled to protection -~ the evacuation was w;se and

necessary. Hk

Pasadena, California. - "The Pasadena Star-News", December 9, 1942.

All Japanese were moved away from potential war zones
along the coast and placed under guard in camps of the in-
terior for the good and sufficient reason that some of them
were dangerous to the United States when this nation and
Japan were involved in war, and nobody could tell certainly
which of the Japanese were loyal to America and which were
enemies.

-6 -




Seattle, Washington. - "The Seattle Post-Intelligencer", December 9, 1942.

Riots staged by anti-American Japanese in Arizona and
California camps lead to two conclusions. One is that the
army moved none too soon in its general evacuation of Japanese
from coastal areas. The other is that this country faces a
real headache in any final disposition of the Japanese
problem.



Digest of New er Fditorials Showing Press Attitude on Loyal

Up to July 23, 1942

San Francisco, California. - "Chronicle", February 9, 194<.
Realism must govern alien enemy issue. HNo infallible
way of separating sheet from goats in mass order.
Oakland, California. - "Tribume®, March 11, 1942.

_ In war we must expect shocks, economic as well as
military.....but nobody can question the wisdom of actions
and orders behind the jolts.

Reno, Nevada. - "The Journal", March 11, 1942.
Japs must be removed to areas where they can do no
harm. :
El Centro, California. - "Post-Press", March 15, 1942.

Displezcure in Tokyo, but everyone favors evacuation.

Long Beach, California. - "Sun", March 16, 1942.

Evacuation absolutely necessary., lany loyal Japanese-—
hmericans realize this. Americans, soldiers are suffering,
too. In case of raid, Americans might not make distinection
between loysl and other Japanese.

Orange, California. - "Orange County News", March 17, 1942.
Our security requires Japanese be removed, but in a way
in keeping with the principles of humenity.
Portland, Oregon. - "The Journal", March 24, 1942.
A11 Japanese must be excluded even though a majority
are loyal citizens. The loyal Japanese should not allow

their citizenship to be marred by teking too long to arrange
for evacuation. - Key Hartsook.
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When the Chief of the Statistics Division, Wartime
Civil Control Administration (Mr. Dedrick) was recently in
Washington you expressed, during an interview with him, the
desire that certain statistical data in the records of these
Headguarters be assembled,reflecting the potential number of
American-born Japanese who might be available for military
service.

About that same time, the Assistant Chief of Staff,
G~2, War Department, requested through the Assistant Chief of
Staff, G-2, this Headquarters, that similar statistics be
agsembled. It was also requested that those participating in
the assembly of the data express certain opinions on the
number of Nisei who might volunteer.

Accordingly, a memorandum has been developed
embodying not only the statistics desired by you, but also
the opinions requested by G-2, War Department. I am enclosing
herewith for your informetion a copy of a letter, with its
enclosure, forwarded this day to the Chief of Staff, U. S. Army.
I believe the copy of the memorandum accompanying my letter to
the Chief of Staff will provide the information you desire.

As I pointed out to the Chief of Staff, the
expressions of opinion in the subject memorandum reflect
only the views of those who participated in the preparation,
and not necessarily my own.

Singerely\ yours,

e . L. DeWitt
ieutenant General, U.S. Army
Commanding

Honorable John J. McCloy
Assistant Secretary of War
Washington, D. C.

Inclosures - 2
1 - copy ltr C/S 11-20-42
2 - statistical report
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November 20, 1942

Subjects Potential Number of Nisei Japanese avallable for Millitery Service.

Tos Chief of Staff, U. S. Army. War Departuent

1, The Aspistant Chief of Stalf, (-2, War Department,has
requested the compllation of certain statistics to be developed {rom
the records of this Headquarters, with regard to persons of Japanese
ancestry evacusted [rom military aress of the Weat Coast, The reguest
was directed to the Asslstant Chief of Staff, G-2, this Headqguarters,
by confidential teletype. The request indlcated that the statistiecs
wers desired for use ln commection with a study im progress as to
the feapibility of organising combat units composed of Amsrican-
born Japenese for esployment in theaters wheres no Jupanese enemy
troops appear. The request also called for certain expressions
of opinlon a8 to the number of American-born Japanese who might be
expected to volunteer for military service and for a stutement of
views on the methods whiech might best be employed in raising such
a force from among evacuees and other American-borm Japunese,

2+ Pursusnt to that request, a memorsndum has been prepared
at these Headquarters and is forwarded herewithe The statements
of opinion in the memorandum are chiefly those of the person whe
gathered the statistics and do not necessarily reflect my own views.

3« The ¥Wartime Civil Control Adminisiration, an agemcy.
of this Command, created by my general order in March of 1942, was
the ageney through which the evacustion program - particularly the
opsration of asseably centers, protesetiom of property, ete. - was
primerily sccomplished. Recently the Chief of the Statistical Division
of the Wartime Civil Control Administration was in Washington on offieial
business. At that time he had an informsl interview with the Asgistant
Secretary of War. The Assistant Secretary of War expresged a desire
for the development of statlstics siamilar to those requested by the
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2. By reason of that request, a copy of
the enclosed memorandum is also being forwarded the Assistant Secretary
of Har.

Lo

£0. 11, DEC'{“SS/HED

Aty or
Symh e g‘ff @”" - J. L. Dewitt
Btk LY, t}fb Lisutenant Gensrniinz.s. hray
Command
Inclosure - 1 %?2239/ T

Statistical report

| —— %
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Subjeet: Potential number of Nisei Japanese aveilable for Military
Bervice
Tos Assistant Chief of Staff, Civil Affairs Division

l. =2+ The Statistical Division, Wartime Civil Control
Administration, hus beem directed to assemble data reflecting the potential
number of Alerican-~born Japanese whe might be available for military
service, This memorandum is in response to that directive.

b. In addition to statistical data, this memorandum
includes the expressi.on of certain opinions based on observation of the
evacustion prggram and certain policy recommendations which are predicated
on these opinions. In the assembly of the statistics themselves, these
opinions have not influenced the compilation of the subject statistical
data.

2. How many Nisei are there?

&. The total Japsnese populatien of the United States im
1940 was 126,947; today it is approximstely 126,000. The following teble
suamarizes the nativity and sex composition of the present Japanese pop-
ulation of continental United States:

Total ﬂ Female

Total Japanese population - 126,000 71,000 55,000
Netive-born Japenese (United Zates)BL,200 - 1.3,100 38,100
Foreign-born Japanese 44,800 27,900 °~ 16,900

0f this population approximetely 110,500 have been evacuated from West
Coast military sreas and are now under thc supervision of the War
Relocation Authority.

b. The Nisel or mative-borm Japanese now constitule 65
per cent of the total, 43,100 msles and 38,100 femsles. These are
nearly all less than 35 years of age; a large proportiom are children.
Pigure 1 shows the unusual age distribution of the foreiga-borm and the
native-borm Japanese. It should be noted that there is & missing genera-
tion of males between 25 and 50 years of age, and of females beiweem
25 and 40. -This wag csused by the reductiom of immigration im 1924.
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Figure I

AGE AND SEX COMPOSITION
JAPANESE POPULATION
ARIZONA, CALIFORNIA.OREGON AND WASHINGTON:1940
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Figure 2

NATIVE-BORN JAPANESE EVACUATED TO RELOCATION
CENTERS BY AGE AND MARITAL STATUS: 1942
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Qols Ksrl R. Bendstsen

Hovember 17, 1942

g+ The following table presents s sumary estimate of the
native-born Jupenese population 18 to 35 yeurs of age for the
United States ss of April, 1942. (The estimste may be low io
the extent thet the decemnial census of population undercounted
the Japanese population.)

Total Evacuated Qther

Us Ee Jupanese Japanese
Total, 18 to 35 years 21,250 18,727 24523
18 and 19 years 44070 3,‘7&5 325
20 to 24 yesrs 8,940 74049 1,291
25 to 29 years 594630 by TTh 656

30 to 34 yesrs 23450 24231 219
35 years 360 328 32

There are spproximately 22,330 native born Japanese nales 18 to
Lk years of age; 21,250 in the 18 %o 35 group; and 18,440 in
ages 18 to 29. In additim, there are 1,780 youths of 17 who
will psse their 18th birthdey by Aprii 1, 19434

de 4 more detailed pleture of the sge distribution of the
male native-born group is provided by Figure 2. These dala are
for the esvacusted populstlon only sad are presented in detsil
in Table 1 (Tab x.sm Less than the normally expected number of
males are in the sges 22 to 25 years. This is probably the re-
sult of (1) selective service, (2) voluntary migration from the
west-const prior to evecustion and (3) sowe migrationm of Kibel
from the United Sitates to Japan,

&+ The Relocation Center destination of 18,727 native-born, |
ml(a Ja;aanem evacuses 18 to 35 years of age is shown in Table
2 {Tab A.)

How pmany Nigel would be svailable for military

&+ An accurate answer to thls question will require cone
gidersbie resesrch. Chief smong the guestions whieh must be
snswered sres

service?

(1) How meny of the native«born Japsnese feel asowme
degree of loyslty to the Emperor of Japan because of educaw
tion, Japanese militsry training, Shinto worship, member
ship in slien orgenizstlons, ete.

{2) How meny are pixysieuly unfit for sctive militery
gervice?
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(3) How meny have wives end other dependents?

States, or loyally %o Ju;ﬁm. ‘i’ha mmr belim the:t. smdar ;:ma—-
sent “ircmtamem ak deugt oue-thi : i ve-Dorn grous

l/ Le There are no statisticel dats on leyalty to the United

t.hir& muld o i‘mmd tha {ibei -a:iwatad in agsm g the etlldren

of pargons detalned in Army end IND campe, snd those who are

ambittered by the evecustion.  This jproup is incressing because
the pro-Japanese pressures in Centers.

8« The only date immedluately awallable as to the physieal
fitness of Jepanese, ls thet compiled frum records of the Ssn
- Praselseo Reorulting snd Imduction Station for the calendar year
1941, Of the 463 Jepanese selectees, Class l-4, who reported for
exenination, 42, or 9.1 percent, were rejected, During the saue
pericd at this station 2.5 percent of the shite wlecm wEre
rejected, {(dee Table 5, 'rab B.)

de Tusnty-one paracsnt of the native-born Japanese who e
gistered for svacuation were reglaetered with & wife. Wost of
the proup ave teo youny to be married. (Bee Figure 2,) Those
who were evagcuated with their wives, and those without wives but
with & parent 65 yesrs old or over, are shown sepsrately im the
‘tibles in Tab A. Probebly more sen wers sarrled then are showm
Byith wifs® becnuse some ren were evacuated later then thelr
familion sad some fapllies listed deughter-in-laws us deughters.

8« Proliminery csiisstes. Assumings (1) Thet only native-
bora mlas frm 18 To 35 yesrs of age sre desired; (2) that emly
one~third of thege sre laellgible because of pro-Japanese seatie
wenty {3) that one~Lfifth bave wives or other ilmmediste dependents;
and {4) thal one-tenth of the remsinder are unable te pess the
Arsy phyreieal test for combatl dutys

Hative~bors males 128 to 35 21,250
Pro=-Jupanese - 74083

14,167
Wives and other dependents 2,833

11,3.3# i

Physieally unsuited
Potentisl recruits 10,200

The writer Selieves this to be a high rether than an aversge or
ilow setimete of potential recruiis. OF the 10,200 potentisl
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recrults, 9,200 should be found in Centers for evacuees.

hs

& Any Jupanese iz now automatically in class 4~C in
Seleetive Serviee. An order dated Mareh 30, 1942, atopped
all induetion of Jepanese in this area.

be & resumption of Selective Herviee induetion of Japanese
would ereste mumerous problems, because nime of every ten nen
lived in evacuaied aress.

(1) FRegistrants were at their normal homes for the
first three reglsirstionms. Many Japanese were in Assenmbly
Centers duriang the fourth reglstratiom last April.

(2) 4 draftee could not visit his board in evacuated
ares withoul o permit and escort.

{3) OGubstential numbers of single Japunesc men would
be culled immediately by boards in this ares, beesuse those
boards have exhausted reglsters of single men, This would
raise spn issue of board favoritiss, ereale reseatment among
wany who might be willing to voluateor.

1 aompulaian musl be uged-—and this writer is opposed o itw-then
it would be azdvisable to mnﬁ felective 3&“3.!33 regulations to
the extent of providing for re-registration {or deposit of origiasl

registrations) in special boards at Centers, or in near<by come
mumities.

2+« 4n intensive drive to get volumieers would probably pro-
duce the desired resulis over & period of time. OSueh an effort
would require the directiom of an army officer who is thoroughly
familiar with the evacuailon program, life in izsembly and Fe-
loeation Centers, and the pasychology of ihe evacuees, Evidence
hag resched thiy office thal certain Hisel would welcome en op~
portunity to volumteer for Buropean service. A petition to the
President aof the United States regueal ﬁﬁ:ﬁigﬁf mlmtew
ag 8 unit for B an_operations was eirculated apar and
pad 218 names at o ime, It iz not known whetber this p&t&m
was forwarded to ihe White Nouse, The absence of business en-
terprises requiring personal attentiom, the assurance thal amembers
of the family will be taken care of by a Federal agency, the
inesreased compensation paid to enlisted men, plus the btemefits of
the Service Men's Dependents Allowanee Act of 1942, the desire of
young men to escape from the domination and economic control of
their parents,--these are but a few of the factors whieh would be
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expeeted to further succeseful voluntary enlistment. The
prineiple factor which would work ageinet such & program would
‘be activitiss of the Kibei, perolees, repatriates, and other
. pro=-Jupenese groups in bringing pressure on potential reeruits
and their families. Such pressure was exercised on the signers
of the above-mentioned petition st Wansenor. |
de 4 successful campaign to secure volunteers musi begin
with sn effort to chenge the sttitudes of the present commmnity
towsrd militery service. To do this the following steps ere

necessarys

{1) The segregation of st lesst the snti-imerican
. elements must be a first step for sny velunteer recruliing.
» Mot only must the Misel be relieved from the jibes and threats
af the Kibel and pro-Jopanese [ssel, bul lhe prospective
volunteers must be glven the assurance thut these groups will
not ren the Centers and dominate thelr wives, childrem, and
parents during thelr sbsence., '

{(2) & definiie program must be undertsken to stimplate
patriotism in Centers by such steps ms: Furloughs in the
Centers for sons now in the army; encouragement for dleplay
of service {lags; specisl functions for parents of men in
service; exhibits and contests in schools, art classes, etee

(3) That there will be a post-wer sdventage from mili-
tary service mot only for the individual Nisei, but also
for the American Japunese as a group, must become & erede
in the Center., Issel who mcquired eitizenship as & result
of service in the last wer could provide considersble lead-
ership ian thig. iy

&+ The reerulting of Japanese should be an Army function.
There sre relatively few Japenese now in the Navy or the Barine
Corps sccording to our best informetion. On the other hand,
there are organized Army units consisting entirely or largely
of Jepsnsse in the Army. 4 letter has been sent to the Adjutant
General requesting information as to the number of Japsnese in
the serviee snd their brench of service.

5« Reloestion Center problems for the WRA.

&« The repoval of any substantiel number of young Sisel
seles from the Centers would seriously effect the aciive lsbor
foree. As indicated in Chart 1, the labor foree 15 years of
age end over consists of two distinet groups: (1) The old

"
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